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KvxfiY authoir has;, a right to give 
what appellation he may think proper 
to his works. The public have also a 
right to accept or refuse the classifica- 
tion that is presented. 

The following work is offered to 
the public as a Moral Tale — the au- 
thor not wishing to acknowledge a 
NoveL Were all novels like those of 
madame de Crousaz*, Mrs. Inch- 
bald, miss Bumey, or Dr. Moore, 

* Author of Caroline de Lichtfeld. 
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she would adopt the name of novej 
with delight : But so much lolly, er- 
rour, and vice are disseminated in 
books classed under this denomina- 
tion, that it is hoped the wish to as- 
sume another title will be attributed 
to feelings that are laudable^ and not 
fastidious. 

Jpril to, isoi. 
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CHARACtERS. 


Mrs. Slanhdpe, a TCell-bred woman, ac* 
cStftpfeHed in that btanch of knowledge, 
whkh ii^ called the art' of rising in the 
World, had, with but a Small fortune, con- 
trived td live in the highest company. She 
prided hersdf upon having established 
half a dozen nieces most happily, that is 
to say, upon having married them to men 
of fortunes far superior to their own. One 
niece still - remained unmarried — Belinda 
Portman, of whom she was determined 
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^ BELINDA. 

to get rid with all convenient ea^)editioR. 
Belinda was handsome, graceful, sprightly, 
and highly accomplished ; her. aunt had 
endeavoured to teach her, that a young 
lady's chief business is to please in society, 
that all her charms and accomplishments 
should be invariably subservient to one 
grand object — ^the establishing herself in 
the world. 

'* For thisy hands, lipSy and eyes were put to school, 
** And each instructed feature had irs rule/' 

Mrs* Stanhope did not find Belinda such 
a docUe pupil as her other nieces, for she 
had been educated chiefly in the country; 
she had early been inspired with a taste for 
domestic pleasures ; she was fond of read- 
ing, and disposed to conduct herself with 
prudence and integrity. Her character, 
however, was yet to be developed by cir- 
cumstances. 

^ Mrs. Stanhope lived at Bath, where she 
had opportunities of showing her niece 
off, as she thought, to advantage ; but as 
her health began to decline, she could not . 




go out with her as much as she wished. 
After manoeuvring with more than her 
usual art, she succeeded in £utening Be- 
linda upon the fashionable lady Delacour 
for the seascm. Her ladyship was so 
much pleased by miss Portman's accom* 
plishments and vivacity, as to invite . her 
to spend the winter with her in London. 
Soon after her arrival in town, Belinda re- 
ceived the following letter from her aunt 
Stanhope. 

Cf«tcrat, Bath. 

«' After searching every place I could 
think of, Anne found your bracelet in your 
dressing table,amongst a heap of odd things 
which you left behind you to be thrown' 
away — I have sent it to you by a young 
gentleman^ who came tp Bath (unluciuly) 
the very day you left me — Mr. Clareoce 
Hervey — ^an ac<juaintani:e, and great ad- 
mirer of my lady Delacour 's. He is really an 
uncommonly pleasant youpg man, is high- 
ly connoted, and h^ a fine independent 
fortune. Besides, he is a man of wit and 
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4 IBUKIM. 

^tHantxy, -quite 9, oonsioisseur in fettale 
grace anii beauty •^JTKst the xnan to briiig 
a new iaceinto £isMDR-*-So my dear Be-^ 
Knda^ rinakeitajKiint'--^took wett wh<^n 
h^ is introduced to you, aad remember 
what I have ^o often told you^ that i!K)bady 
cm look vreU withopt tzkix^ some pains 
tofflease. 

" I sa^— , «• at least when I went 
pntmove than my healtbwill at present 
permit — ^I used to see multitudes of silly 
girls,, seemingly all cut out upon the same 
pattern, who frequented public places 
ddy niter day, and year after year, without 
anyidea further than that of diverting 
themselves, or cf obtaining transient admi- 
ration — How 4 have pitied atid despised 
tht* giddy creatures, whilst I have observed 
tbeto jdaying ofiF their unmeaning airs, vy- 
ing with oneanother in the most oiwious, 
and consequently the most ridiculous man- 
lier, so as ta expose thiemselves before the 
very men they-would attract ; chattering 
tittering, and ffirting ; full of the pretent 
moment, never reflecting upron the fixture; 
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qcitte satisfied if thjBtjr got a partnex' at a 
ball, without <ever thinking of a partner 
for life. I have crften asked wySelf , what 
is to becoipe of sach ^rki» when they 
grow old or ugly, or wh^^ th^ public eye 
grows tired of them ? If they have large 
fortuoes, it is all very well ; they canafford 
to divert themselves far a seasoa or two 
^thout doubt ; they are sure to be sought 
after and faUowed, not by mere dan^ec% 
hat by men of tsuitable views and pretei> 
fiions—^But nothing to my mind can be 
lawe miserable than the ^nation ^ 'a 
p^or.gir), who, after fading &ot oz% 
the interest, but the solid c^pitad c^.'her 
^nall fortune in dres$, and frivolous jex- 
travagance, £ulsin her matrimonial eixpe^- 
tations, ^as many do ;ra^f^i&om laiot^ \fff^ 
ginniagto speculate in tjmeO* jSh? ^M^s 
j^erself at five or six and .liii.rty 4 l^uridan 
to her friends, destitute iQf the mean$ f>f 
rendering herself independent (ior . Xk^ 
girls I speak of never think of Naming to 
play card$), de trpfr insodLeQr, y^t^ :obil^d 
. to hang upon ^all her ;^9({uaiata<iQ^f 
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who wish her in Heaven, because she 
is unqualified to make the escfiected re* 
turn for civilities, having no home, I mean 
no establishment, no house, &c. fit for the 
reception of company of a certain rank. — 
My dearest Belinda,may this never be your 
case!— You have every possible advan-* 
tage my love : no ^ins have been spared 
in your education, and (which is the es- 
lential point) I have taken care that this 
should be known — So that you have the 
-name of being perfectly accomplished — 
Ytti will also have the name of being very 
'^iAidndUfe, if you go much into public^ 
aiAlnfltless you will with lady Delacour. 
—Your own good sense must make you 
aware, my dear, that from her ladyship's 
rituation and knowledge of the world, it 
will always be proper, upon all subjects of 
conver^tioh, ibr Jier to lead and you to 
follow — ^it would be very unfit for a young 
girl like you, to suffer yourself to stand in 
competition with lady Delacour, whose 
ki^h pretensions to wit and beauty are 
indisputaUe. I need say no more to you 
. upon this subject, my dear. Even with 
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your limited experience, you must have 
observed how foolish young people offend 
those who are the most necessary to their 
interests, by an imprudent indulgence of 
their vanity. 

'^ Lady Delacour has an incomparable 
taste in dress — Consult her, my dear, and 
do not, by an ill jxidged economy, coun- 
teract niy views — Apropos — ^I have no 
objection to your being presented at court. 
Tou will, of course, have credit with all 
her ladyship's trades-people, if you manage 
properly. To know how and when to lay 
out money, is highly commendable, for in 
some rituations, people judge of what one 
can afford by what one actually spends. — 
I know of no law, which compels a young 
lady, to tell what her age or her fortune 
may be— *Tou have no occasion for caution 
yet on one of these points. 

/^ I have covered my old carpet with a 
handsome green baize, and every stranger, 
who comes to see me, I observe, takes it 
for granted, that I have a rich carpet 
under it. Say every thing, that is proper, 
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^8 BELINDA. 

in your best manner for me to lady Dela^ 
cour* — 

» 

Adi^u, my dear Sdrnda^ 

r ' , > 

Yours very sincerely, 

Selina Stanhope/' 

f ' ' . ■ ■ ■ 

It is Qorxietimes fortunat^^thattibe m^9fiti, 
which are uk^n to produce, certain effetlis 
iipoortheiiund,.hAye a tender^ 4irec% 
opposite to Mi^hat is e7:pected. Infrs^ . I^taff- 
hope's p^rp^tual w;^ietyai>ftut her wece'3 
3ppearan((^» manners^ ^9f)d i^tahU$hm^, 
,ha4 a^mpietely wora out Beliad^!$ pa- 
tience; ^he had befonie,jDaQre jweosiblptp 
the praisQs of her personal charjns and ac- 
complf^hroentg, than youijigwomenof her 
;>ge wsuaJly *re, because $be Jbad .b^en ,50 
much flattered and ,J^^Awf».^ asit iu5 call- 
ed, by her match-roak^g aunt-rf-Yet Be- 
linda was ioAd of amu^emeAt, and had. 
ipabibedsomp of Mrs. Stanhope '3 Jpreju- 
dices in f»yo\fX of rank and fashion. Her 
taste for ihjesrature decluiied au propprtlqp 
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to h0r intercourse with the £ishionable 
world, as ^he did not in this society, per- 
ceive the least use in the knowledge that 
she had acquired. Her mind had never 
been roused to much reflection ; she had 
in general acted but as a puppet in the 
hands of others. To her aunt Stanhope she 
had hitherto paid unlimited, habitual, bUnd 
obedience; but she was more undesign- 
ing^ and more free from affectation and 
coquetry, than could have been expect- 
ed, after the course of documenting, 
which she had gone through. She was 
charmed with the idea of her visit to lady 
Delacour, whom she thought the most 
agreeable—rno, that is too feeble an ex- 
.pression — the most fascinating person she 
had ever beheld Such was the light in 
which her ladyship appeared, not only to 
Belinda, but to all the world — that is to 
say, all the world of fashion, and she knew 
of .no other. — ^The newspapers were full 
of lady Delacour*s parties, and lady Dela- 
cour 's dresses, and lady Delacour '§ bon 
mots ; every thing, that her ladyship said, 
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was repeated as witty ; every thing, that 
her ladyship wore, was imitated as fashion- 
able. Female wit sometimes depends on 
, the beauty of it's possessor, for it's reputa- 
tion; and the reign of beauty is prover* 
bially short, and fashion often capriddusly 
deserts her favourites, even before nature 
withers their charms. Lady Delacour 
seemed to be a fortunate exception to 
these general rules: long after she had 
lost the bloom of youth, she continued to 
be admired as a fashionable bel esprit ; and 
long after she had ceased to be a novelty 
in society, her company was courted by 
all the gay, the witty, and the gallant. 
To be seen in public with lady Delacour, 
to be a visitor at her house, were privi- 
leges, of which numbers were vehe- 
mently ambitious ; and Belinda Portman 
was congratulated and envied by all her 
acquaintance, for being admitted as an 
inmate. How could she avoid thinking 
herself singularly fortunate ? 

A short time after her arrival at lady 
Delacour 's, Belinda began to see through 
the thin veil, with which politeness covers 
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domestic misery. — Abroad» and at home^ 
ladyDdacour was two different persons. 
Abroad she appeared all life, spirit^ and 
good humour — at home, listless, fretful, 
and melancholy ; she seemed like a spoil « 
ed actress off the stage, over stimulated 
by applause, and exhausted by the exer- 
tions of supporting a fictitious character* 
•—When her house was filled with well- 
dressed crowds, when it blazed with 
lights, and resounded with music and 
dancing, lady Delacour, in the character 
of the mistress of the revels, shone the soul 
and spirit of pleasure and frolic — ^But the 
moment the company retired, when tha 
music ceased, and the lights were extin- 
guishing, the spell was dissolved. 

She would sometimes walk up and down 
the empty magnificent saloon, absorbed in 
thoughts seemingly of the most painful na- 
ture. 
^ For some days after Belinda's arrival in 
town she heard nothing of lord Delacour ; 
his lady never mentioned his name, except 
once accidentally, as she was showing 
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miss Portman the house^ she jaid- 
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Don't open that door^ — those ar^ only 
lord Delacour's apartments."— TKe first 
time Belinda ever saw hislordship, he was 
dead drunk in the arms of two footmen, 
who were carrying him up stairs to his 
bedchamber j his lady, who was just re- 
turned from Ranelagh, passed by him on 
the landing place with a look of sovereign 
contempt. 

^' What is the matter ?— Who is this?'* 
said Belinda. 

** Cbily the body of my lord Delacour/' 
said her Jadyship — ^* his bearers have 
brought it up the wrong staircase — take 
it down again, my good friends — let his 
lordship go his own way — don't look so 
shocked and amazed, Belinda — don't look 
so new J child — this funeral of my lord's 
intellects is to me a nightly, or/' added 
her ladyship, looking at her watch and 
yawning — '^ i believe I should say^a^/Tj/ 

» 

cereniony. — Six o'clock I protest 1*' 

The next morning, as her ladyship and 
miss Portman were sitting at the break* 
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fast table, ; after a very late bretdsfaf t, lord 
Delacour entered. tliexponiii 

" Lord Delacour — sober, my dear," — 
s^d her ladyship to i»ias . Portman, by 
way of introducjbog hifn. Prejudiced by 
her ladyship, .Belinda was inclined to 
think) that lord Delacour sober would not 
be nKHTe agreeable or .more rational than 
lord Delacour drunk. " How old do 
you take, my lord to be?'* whispered 
her ladyship, as she saw Belinda's eye 
£b:ed upon the trembling hand, which 
carried his tea-cup to his lips — ** Til lay 
you a wager/' continued she, aloud— 
*^ ril lay your birth-night dress, gold, 
fringe, and laurel wreaths into the bar- 
gain, that you don't ^ guess right.'*— 

" I hope you don't think of going to 
this birthnight, Jady Delacour?' said his 
lordship. 

" I'll give you six guesses, and I'll bet 

you don't come within ;sixteen years," — 

pursued her ladyship, stiU looking at 

Belinda. 

"You cannot have the iiew carriage you 


14 BELINDA. 

« • 

have bespoke,^ — said his lordship. ^* Will 
you do me the honour to attend to me 
lady Delacour.*' 

" Then you woh't Venture to guess, 
\Belinda/' said her ladyshif), (Viithout ho- 
^ Aouring her lord with the smallest portion 
of her attention) — -"Well, I believe you 
are right — for certainly you would guess 
him to be six and sixty, instead of six and 
thirty — but then he can drink more than 
3iny two legged animal in his majesty's 
dominions ; and you know that is an ad- 
vantage, which is well worth twenty or 
thirty years of a man's life — especially to 
persons who have no other chance of dis- 
tinguishing themselves/' 

*^ If some people had. distinguished 
themselvesi a little less in the worlds" — re- 
torted his lordship, — " it would have been 
as well !'* 

*• As well !— how flat !''— 

** Flatly then I have •'to -inform you, lady 
Delacour, tiat I will neither be contra- 
dicted, nor laughed at — You understand 
me,— it would be as well,* flat or not flat. 
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my lady Dekcour, if your ladyship would 
attend more to your own conduct, and 
less to others f* 

" To that of others —his lordship means» 
if he means any thing — Apropos — ^Belinda 
—-did not you tell me Clarence Hervey is 
coming to town ? — You have never seen 
him? — ^Well, I'll describe him to you by 
negatives. He is not a man, who ever says 
any thing^a/ — He is not a man who must 
be wound up with half a dozen bottles of 
champaign, before he can go — ^He is not 
a man who, when he does go, goes 
wrong, and won't be set right— He is 
not a man, whose whole consequence, 
if he were married, would depend on his 
wife — ^He is not a man, who, if he 
were married, would be so desperately 
afiraid of being governed by his wife, 
that he' would turn gambler, jockey, or 
sot; merely to show, that he could govern 
himself/'— 

** Go on, lady Delacour," said his lord- 
ship, who had been in vain attempting to 
balance a spoon on the edge of his tea 
cup during the whole of tins speech. 
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which was4^ivered with the most a^ji- 
mated desire to provoke — '* Go on lady 
Delacour— all I desire is, that you should 
go on — Qarejnce Herv€;y will be much 
obliged to you^ and I am sure so shall I 
— go on, my lady Delacour — go on, and 
you'll oblige me." 

" I never will oblige you, my lord, that 
you may depend upon," cried her lady- 
ship, with a look of indignant contempt. 

His lordship whistled, rang for his 
horses, and looked at his nails with a 
smile. Belinda shocked, and in a great 
confusion rose to leave the room, dread- 
ing the gross continuance of this matrimo- 
nial dialogue* 

"Mr Hervey, my lady,'' said a foot- 
man, openingthe door ; andhe was scarcely 
announced, when her ladyship, wqnt for- 
ward to receive him with an air of easy 
familiarity: — '* Where have you buried 
yourself, Hervey, * this age past ?'* cried 
she, shaking handa with him — *' There's 
absolutely no li\ ing in this most stupid of 
all worlds, without you,— Mr. Hervey — 
miss Portman — ^but don't.look as-if you 


) 

f 

■ 

wttt balf it^wpj man-- What a*e you 
dreaitung <rf Cterence ?— Why Looks your 
grace sO heav^y to day P' 

^ Oh I have passbd aimisendie xiight/' 
replied Clarence, ;thraiviog himself into 
afi:act0r!s.attiitude,iaaui speaking in a fibie 
tpneiifst^geiiiech 


« 

MWha^jW yovix dream* iPjrJprd, I pwy you uU 

said ' her ladyship in a similar tone — Cla- 
rence ivent on— 

^ O. lofi, fiecbo^gbt vA^t {muo it wa$ to dance i 
^* Wtmt diea4ful Aoige of ^dU s uo my ears ! 
'< Wb^t 8ig}iu of ugly Mies mtV^ my eyes ! 

■ " Then came wandering hjf 
<* A diadoMtr like a devily with red hair, 
<M>izehM Wii^ flow'rs ; 3&d she bowCd out doudf 
** Clareace is cpme» M$t, fleetuigy fcijur Id Cl^noe 1'^ 

*^ O, Mrs. Luttridge to the life !'' cried 
lady PelacQur, "I Joiow where you h^yp 
been now, and I pity you — ^Bnt^it down/' 
said she, making room for Uxa betweqpi 
Belinda a»d herself npon. the .so&^-*** sit 
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down here, and tell me wkat could take 
you to that odious Mrs. LuttrkfeeV/' 

Mr. Hervey threw himself on the sofi^ 
lord Belabour whistled as before, and feft 
the room without uttering a syllable. 

'^But my dream has made me forget my* 
self strangely/' said Mr. Hervey, turning 
to Belinda, and producing her bracelet, 
** Mrs. Stanhope promised me, that if 1 
delivered it safely, I should be rewarded 
by the honour of putting it on the owner's 
fair arm/' A conversation now took place 
on the nature of ladies' promi$es--on fa- 
shionable bracelets— on the size of the arm 
of the Venus de Medicis — on lady Dela- 
cour's, and miss Portnian's — on the thick 
legs of ancient statues — and on the various 
defects and absurdities of Mrs. Luttridge 
'and her wig. — On ailthiese topics Mn 
Hervey displayed much wit, gallantry, 
tmd^satit^, with so happy an effect that 
Belinda, wfien he took leave, was precisely 
ofheraunt'sopinion,thathe was a most 
Uncommonly pleasant young man. 

Clarence Hervey might have been more 
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than a pleaisant young nian> if he had not 
been smitten with the desire of being 
thought superior in every things and of 
being the most admired person in aU com - 
panies. He had been early flattered with 
the idea that he was a man of genius ; and 
he imagined^ that, as such^ he was entided 
to be imprudent, wild, and eccentric. He 
afiected singularity, in order to establish 
his claims to genius. He had considera- 
ble literary talents, by which he was dis« 
tinguishcd at Oxford; but he was so 
dreadfully afraid of passing for a pedant, 
that when he came into the company of 
the idle and the ignorant, he pretended to 
disdain every spedes of knowledge. His 
cameleon character seemed to vary in dif- 
ferent lights, and according to the diffe- 
rent situations, in which he happ^ied to 
be {daced. He could be aU things to all 
' men — ^d to all women— He was sup- 
posed to be a favourite with the fstir sex ; 
and of all his various excellences and de- 
fects, there was none» on which he valued 
himself so much as on his gallantry. He 


w^ not profligate; he bad a stroBg senie 
o£ honour^-awl qmck feelings ot huma- 
lUty;* but he ivas so easily led^ or rather 
S9 e«isily excited by his companions^ ^ud 
his .companions were now of such a Siort^ 
that it was probable he would soon become 
"^^icious* A^ to his <x»uiesiQn with lady 
I^elacour, he would haK^ started with 
horraur at the idea of disturbing the peace 
.of a &aul|^; but in her family, he said» 
.there w^ no peace to disturb : he was 
^aiB of having it s^n by the woild, that 
h^ was distinguished by a lady of her wit 
and £»hio]i, and ba did not tbiok it in* 
jcuaafa^nt on him to be more scrupulous or 
more j||3bQDtiyfito uppsaraiaiiceythan her bdy- 
^p. By lord Delacour's jealousy he was 
sometimes provokedi sometime amused, 
and aometinies jQattered. He was goo« 
standy of ail her ladyship's parties, in 
.pi:d>lic and private ; consequently, he saw 
Bdinda almost evety jday, and every day 
he saw her with increasing admiration of 
her |l»eauty,. and with increasing dread of 
bein^^lakenin^ to marry a niece of *^ the 
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caick-rMfcA-makeri'^the name by which 
Mrs. Stanhope Was kiiowh among the 
men of Ms acquaintance. Young ladies; 
who have the nrisfortune to be conduttcd 
bry these artful dames, are always Supposed 
to be partners in all the Speculations^ 
thotigh tteir hantes may not appear in the ' 
firm. If he had not been prejudiced by • 
the character of Tier aunt; Mr* Hervey 
would have thouglit Belinda an undesign- 
ingUffitatTectedgirl ; but now he^ suspected 
her of artifice in erery word, look and 
motloft; and even when he felt* himself* 
most charmed by her powers^ of pleasittg, 
hte was most inclined tb despise her,- 
for what hef' thought* sucH prettiature 
proficiency ih seJentifc' *- fcoqaetry • He - 
bad hot sufficifeni resolutidn to keep be- 
yond the sphere of hei^- dttrictibil; bat 
frequently, when He ^f ouh* himsrff ' With^ 
in if, he cursed htS 'fdtty/ and • direw^ bick '' 
with sudden terrour. His mannerloWards » 
her was sbvafistHS jtnd inconsistent, th^t 
she knew ndt hbwitor intferffrAr It's lail-* 
guage. Sbmetrmfes sK^ idiikdid^ that with 
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all the eloquence of eyes he said, ^^ I 
adore you,Be]ind^ i** at other tunes she 
imagined^ that his guarded silence meant 
to warn her, that he was so entangled by 
lady Delacour, that he could not extri- 
cate himself from her snares. Whenever 
this last idea struck her, it exdted, in the 
most edifying manner, her indignation 
against coquetry in general » and against 
her ladyship's in particular : she became - 
wonderfully clear-sighted to all the impro- 
prieties of her ladyship's conduct. Be- 
linda's newly acquired moral sense was 
80 much shocked, that she actually wrote 
a fuU statement of her observations, and 
her scruples, to her aunt Stanhope, con- 
cluding by a request, that she might not 
remain under the protection of a lady, 
whose character she could not approve, 
and whose intimacy might perhaps be't 
injurious to her reputation, if not to her 
principles. 

Mrs. Stanhope answered Belinda's let- 
ter in a very guarded style ; she rebuked 
her niece severely for her imprudence in 
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mentioning names in such a manner^ in a 
letter sent by the common post ; assured 
her that her reputation was in no danger ; 
that she hoped no niece of hers would set 
up for a prude; a character more sus* 
pected by men of the world, than even- 
that of a coquette; that the person al- 
luded to was a perfectly fit chaperon for 
any yoong lady to ^pear with in public, 
as long as she was visited by the first 
people in town ;' that as to any thing in 
the firivate conduct of that person^ and 
as to any firivate brouilliertes between her 
and her lord, Belinda should observe, on 
these dangerous topics, a profound silence, 
both in her letters and. her conversation ; 
that as long as the lady continued under 
the protection of her husband, the world, 
might whisper, but would not speak out ; 
that as to Belinda's own principles, she 
would be utterly inexcusable, if, after 
the education she had received, they 
could be hurt by any bad examples ; that 
she could not be too cautious in her ma- 
nagement of a man <rf 's charac- 
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ter ;r that she cc«ild haVe nyj* s^ru^ c*ase 
iat jealousy in* thef quarter^ sh^e appirfe- 
htiickdy stemiarriaige' tbeJre: could m t bef the 
object; attd there was such a dlifferehcfc' 
cf age, that tt6 penmrifertt irtfitiieiice couM 
probably be obtakied by the lady; that 
the most tiertain itiethodfiuf tiilSs Pdrtmiarf 
to ex^se herself to» ^6- tidkufe ' of drtie' 
of thfe pa!?iies, and to tli^ tdtkl • de^fect .of 
the other, would be to betray anideity at- 
jealousy: that, m shorty if she wer6 Ibtol 
enough to lope he* oWn heart j th^re i^oUld 
be little chance oi her being wise er^Otfgfr* 
to win that e^^- **" "■" ■, wh^ tirad^-evi^^ 
dently a man of gallantry rather than d^ 
sentimeMj and whbi^^md' ktibWn^^ to^ pUy' 
his cordk welV^^d ;iro iluiVe ^ood ludk, 
whenever ^^^/f t^we ttttalps.' - 

Beliiida's fbarsidf tedy- Delacduyi, ai a 
dangei^ous' liraA, wei?e iritich quieted by*^ 
thtg artful inslnuatksts of ;Miis^/ Sian&<^, 
with res{)ect to her agd, 8ic. and in pro- 
portion as'^er fear ^ ^ubBided/ she btim<^ 
her*lf'for her havinfg- written loo harshly 
of her ladyships txmdHct. The idea that 
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wHkt she appeared as Iftdf D^IdCOuf't 
fr ieiid^ Ae ought ftot to pn^gAtit anf st<l« 
ries toher dksdvantag^, ot>enttd pdWeff ri- 
ty ut>oii BdSnd^s tnind, and she reprdich- 
ed herself for having told, even her iJittntt 
ivfaat she had seen in private* She thought 
that she had heett gnilty Of ttetiicher^^ 
and she wrdte aga^ inimediately to Mrs. 
Stanhope, to cO(njure he# t6 burn her htft 
letter, to forget, tf pOs^bky It's contents, 
and to belike, that not asyllabtedf a sbni- 
lar nature shpuH ever more be heard froift 
her: she was just coifclading with the 
wor<3s-i-** I hope my dear aunt wiil con- 
sider afl this as an errour of my judgment, 
and hot of itiy heart,*' — ^When lady Delaf- 
cour burst into the room, exdaiming, in a 
tone of giiyety— ^" Tragedy or comedy, Be- 
linda ? The masquerade dresses are come. 
But how's this ?" added she, locking full 
irt BeHnda's face-— •• tears in the eyes! 
blnshes in the cheeks! tremors in the 
jomts ! and letters shuffling awayl But 
you no\Hice cf flotices, how awkwardly 
shuffled !~Aiiiece of Mrs. Stanhope's, and 
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60. unpractised a shufflerl— And is it ere- 
^te she should tremble in this ridiculoui 
Way about a love letter or two ?7 
' V No lohie letters, indeed^ lady Del»- 
cour/' 82ud Belinda^ faplding, the paper 
fast, s(s her ladyship, half in play half in 
earnest, ajttempted to snatch it from hen 
** No loveJetters ! then it must be trea- 

m 

SQii^ and see it Imust, by all that's good, 
^or by all that's • bad— ^I see the name erf" 
.Delacourl" — and her ladyship absolutely 
seized the letters by force, in spite of all 
Belinda's struggles and entreaties. 

•* I beg, I request, I conjure you not 
to read it!" cried miss Portman, clasping 
her hands. ** Read mine, read mine, if 
you must^ but don' t read my aulit Stan- 
hope's — ^^Oh! I beg, I intreat, I conjure 
youl" and she threw herself upon her 
knees. . 

** You beg ! you intreat ! you conjure ! 
Why> this is like; the duchess de Brinvii* 
liers, who wroW on her paper of poisons. 
Whoever finds this> I entreat, I conjure 
themi in the name pf njof * saints than 
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lean rememW, h<jt to open the paper 
my fittther— Whkt n simpletort, to know 
to little of th0 nature of curiosity. " 

As she »poke,' lady Defcicotir opened 
Mrs. Stanhope's letter, read ft from be- 
&asuag to end, folded it up coolly when 
she had finished it, and simply said, *the 
Mrson alluded ib is ahnost as bad as fier 
name at fuB length : does Mrs. Stanl^ope 
think no one can make out an iniiendo in 
a Hbd. orill up a Wank, btit an attorney 
general?" pointingtoaWankiirMw. Stan- 
hope's letter, left for the name of Caarence 
Hwvey. 

Belinda was in too much confusion, 
either to speak gr think. 

" You were right to swear they were 
not love-letters," pursued her ladyship 
laying down the papers. « I protest I 
snatched them byway of froKck— I beir 

i»rdon. AUlcandonowisnottorS 
the rest." 

-Nay— Ibeg...Iwish..-Ii„sist upon 
your reading mine," said Belinda. 

• a 
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When lady Delacour Iiad read it, bet 
countenance suddenly changed*^-'^ Wortk 
a hundred of your aunt'i», I declare/' said 
8he» p?ttting Bdinda's cheek. '* What a 
treasurefto meet with any thing Hke a new 
heart — all hearts, aowadaysj arc second*; 
hand at best/' 

Lady Delacour ^ypke with a tone ci 
feeling which Belinda had never heard 
frbip her before, and which at thtsonoment 
touched her so much, that she took her 
ladyship^liand and ^sed it; 


• - 
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•* Where were we when all this he^* 
ffLii ?" cried lady Delacour, forcing her- 
aelf to resume an . air of gayety — ;— " O, 
masquerade was the prder of the day-^ 
tragedy or cornqdy ? whiqh suits your ge? 
nius best, my dear ?'' 

^« Whkh^er suits your ladyship's taste 
least. '* 

f< Why, my womauj MaTriott,.say8, I 
ought to be tragedy } and,; upon the ncu 
tion that people always succeed be&t when 
they takp chjaract^fil diametrically oK>ositc 
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to their own — Clarence Hervey's princi- 
ple—Perhaps you don't think that he has 
any principles ; but there you are wrong j 
I do assure you, he has sound principles — 
of taste." 

** Of that," said Belinda, with a con- 
strained smile, "he gives the most con- 
vincing proof, by his admiring your lady- 
ship so much. '' 

•• And by his adniiring miss Portman 
so much more. But whilst we are mak- 
ing speeches to one another, poor Mar- 
riott is standing in distress like Garrick, 
between tragedy and comedy.** 

Lady Delacour opened her dressing- 
room 4oor, and pointed to her as she stood 
with the dress of the comic muse on one 
armj and the tragic muse on the other- 

" I am afraid I have not spirits enough 
to undertake the comic muse/' said itiiss 

Portman. 

Marriott, who was a personage of pro- 
digious consequence, and the judge in the 
last resort at her mistress's toilette, looked 
extremely out of humour at having been 


MASKS, * SI 

kept waidng so long | and yet more so at 
the idea that her appellant jurisdicdoh' 
€Ould be disputed. 

^ Your ladyship's taller than mist 
Portman by half a head,'' said Marriott, 
** and to be sure will best become trage- 
dy, with this long train ; besides, I'd 
settled all the rest of your ladyship's dress, 
'^^gedy, they say, is always tall, and, no 
offence, your ladyship's tdler than sdss 
Portman by half a head" 

^ For head read inch," said lady Dd^ 
cour, ** if you please.'* 

^^ When things are setded, one caa't 
bear to have them unsetded-— but your, 
ladyship must have your own way, to be 
surei—I'll say no more," cried she throw* 
ing down the dresses.* 

^ Stay, Marriott,*' ssdd lady Delacour, 
and she placed herself betwen the angry 
^iraiting-maid and the door. 

** Why will you, who are the best crea- 
ture in the world, put yourself into these 
furies about nothing-^have patience with 
us, and you shall be satisfied." 

C 4 


j'^ That's, suibth/erafliiir/' Mid 14»r 

** Miss Portmah," contJbMil llOT lady^, 
Aijh ":ddiiV;tak of qot having spirits-^ 
yen j that am a]) lt&!-<«-What say y^Qll) 
Bto^ndapH^O.yeBy yoii muBt be th«) comit 
ihuse^.axi^I, it aaoms^ must be Iragecjyi^. 
becaibe'^ISlArifiottrJM^s a passion fot $90^ 
kig me. ^ come s^n^eepiqg by.' And be«> 
oanse Matriott'causti have her own way in 
every thing — she rules me \iwth a rod of 
kdn^^ntjr dear^sa tcagedy I needs tnust 
be — Marriitt knows her fionver/^ 
' ^ere wai an air of extrenie vexation 
in.'J^y Delacour's countenance, as - shci 
pronoiinped these last words, in whkh 
evidently' more wa^ meant than met th» 
ear. Upon many occasions miss Portn^m 
bad '^^bseryed^ that Marriott e;ii^erc»ed 
c^e^otic iautherity over her mistrosa i tod 
she had seen, with surprise, that a lady, 
vrfaa would: not yield ^n ipta of power to 
her 'husband, £ub|nitted herself to every 
daprice of the most insolent of waiting-t 
women. For. some time, Belis|da iipa^ 


^Rod. th^t thif subm^w)a waa m^ely au 

f^Fji ^ ^^ ^4 ^^ »Qme other fine l^die^ 
^f>ud of >pjp<e^iog» to be governed by ^ 
|iy(?m:H^ ijjaid;. bwt she was bqod. cbn- 
viocQ^* t;hat Marriott was no favourite 
.with lady DelacQur; that her ladyship's 

.wa$ iWt pTQtid humUUr^i bijit fear. It 

^ei^med c^rtaip, that a w.praau, extrava- 

ffantly fond of her owm w//, would never 

•have giv^A it; up wkhou^t s<^ne very su)3- 

.sta^tial reason. It seenied as if Marriott 

wa^ iu possession of some secret, whic|i 

,sb(pild fipr ev^r remain unknown. This 

idea had ocqurFcd to miss Portman more 

than onca ;, but never so forcibly as upon 

• the pr^enrt occasion. There had always 

heq[^ some mystery about her ladyship*s 

f toilette : .at certain hours doors were 

bftlt^dt aixd it was impossible for any body 

_\m% Marriott to obtain admission. Miss 

^Pgrtiijajx at first imagined .that lady De- 

- la^PQW dreaded the discovery of her cos- 

..^flp^^^Qretftaj h^t; her ladyship's rouge 

-W»». iso ^lariijgf and her piearl powder was; 

j^ .olj)4 W9» that ^ Belinda was, Qqnvinc^d 
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there must be some other cause for this toU 
lette secresy. There was a little cabinet 
beyond her bedchamber, which lady De. 
lacour called her boudoir, to which there 
was an entrance by a back stair-case; 
but no one ever entered there but Mar- 
riott. One night, lady Delacour, aftef 
dancing with great spirit at a ball, at her 
Dwn house, fainted suddenly ; miss Port- 
tnan attended her to her bedchamber, but 
Marriott begged that her lady might h% 
left alone with A^r, and she would by 
no means suffer Belinda to follow her into 
the boudoir, — ^All these things Belinda re- 
collected in the space of a few seconds, 
as she stood contemplating Marriott and 
the dresses. The hurry of getting ready 
for the masquerade, however, dispelled 
these thoughts, and by the time she was 
dressed, the idea of what Clarence Her- 
vey would think of her appearance was 
uppermost in her mind. She was anxioiis 
fo know, whether he wouM discover her 
in the character of the comic nrnse 
Lady Delacour was discontented witk 
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her tragic attire, and she grew still more 
out of humour with herself, when ^e 
saw Belindar 

"^^ I protest Marriott has made a perfect 
fright of me,'' said her ladyship, as she 
got into her carriage, ^' and Vm positive 
my dress would become ybu a million of 
times better than your own." 

Miss Portman regretted that it was too 
late to change. 

**Not at all too late, my dear,** said 
lady Delacour ; ^' never too late for wo- 
men to change their minds, their dress, 
or their lovers. Seriously, you know, we 
are to call at my friend lady Singleton's—* 
she sees masks to night — I'm quite in- 
timate there; I'll make her let me step 
up to her own room, where no soul can 
interrupt us, and there we can change 
xmr dresses, and Marriott will know no- 
thing of the matter. Marriott's a £sdthful 
creature; and very fond of me ; fond of 
pow^ too*-but who is not ? — ^we must 
aU have our faults — one woi&ld not qaa^^ 
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Mi'tttftfc such a good cFeature as Mamistt 
fdp at tilie/* Then suddenly changjiag 
her tone, she said, •* not a huhiaH being 
^Hl^fiild tis out at the masquerade; for no 
tene but Mrs. Freke knows that we ^e 
two muses. Clarence Hervey swears he 
should* know me in any disguise — ^but I 
defy him — I shall take special deKght 5n 
puzzling h!m. Harriot' Freke has told , 
him, in confidence, that I'm to be the 
widow Brady, in man's clothes; now 
that's to' be Harriot's own character, so 
Hervey will make fine confusion, 

'As soon as they got to lady Singleton's, 

lady Delacour and miss Portman im- 

mediately went up stairs to exchange 

dresses. Poor Belinda, now that she felt 

herself in spirits to undertake the comic 

muse, was rather vexed to be oWiged to 

^giye up her becoming character; buttherfe 

wa$'no resisting the polite energy t^f fedy 

' Delacour 's Vanity; Her ladj^shJp ran als 

*quick as 'fightniiig into^ a ctoSet w^HMh 

the dre^Jin^iWcmV saying %q bfly^ SMglt- 


ton^s woinan, wlio attemptbd to ftdlov 
wilh-*^*^ Can I do any thing for your 
ladyfihip ?''-^*'' No, no, no-rrnothing, noe 
thtng-^thank ye, thank: ye»4-^ want no 
assiatance^I never kt s^ny body do any 
thing for me bnt MacrioCt ; ' ' and she. brit^d 
^erseif in the doset. In a few iqinut^ hhc 
half opened the door, threw out her tr^ 
gic robes, and cried, ^' Here, ipiss Port- 
inan, give me yonrs-^-qnick-r-and let'3 se^ 
whether comedy or tragedy will be ready 
firfit/V 

^' Lord bless and forgive me,^' $2^*^ lady' 
Binglet«Mi's woman, when lady Del^Cour 
.^t last threw open the door, when she 
•was completely dressed — '*but, if your 
la'ship has not been dressing all this tii^e 
•in that den, without any thing in the 
sh:^ of a looking glassr— and not to let 
me help! I that should have beeii. ^ 
prQii4«^' ' 

LadyBelacoar pnt hailf .^ guinea intp 
the wardng^maid'a hand, laughed alFe^jt* 
edly at.lur ovm /fmUmAoHtmi, and 4^- 


dared, that she could always dress her^ 
self better without a glass than with one* 
^11 this went off admirably "well with 
every body but miss Fortmari ; she could 
not help thinking it extraordinary, that a 
person who was obviously fond of being 
waited upon, would never suffer any per- 
son to assist her at her toilette except 
Marriott, a woman of whom she was evi- 
dently afraid. Lady Delacour's quick eye 
saw curiosity painted in Belinda's counte- 
nance, and for a moment she was embar- 
rassed ; but she soon recovered herself, 
and endeavoured to turn the course of 
miss Portman's thoughts, by whispering 
to her some nonsense about Clarence He\- 
vey — -A cabalistical name, which she 
knew had the power, when pronounced 
in a certain tone^ of throwing Belinda in- 
to donfusion. ' 

The first person they saw, when they went 
into the drawing-room at iady Singleton's, 
^s this -yev^ cCiarence Hervey, who 
Dvas^'tiot ia^ia dmaasBOi HehaU laid a 
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y99getvnikoae of his acqoaiaitabce, thai 
he could perform the part of the serpent, 
such as he is seen in Fusdi's. weft known 
picture. For this purpose he had exerted 
much ingenuity in the invention and exe* 
cution of a length of coiled\skin, which he 
manceuvred with great dexterity, by 
means of internal wires ; his grand diffi- 
culty had been to manufacture the rays 
that were to come from his eyes. He. had 
contrived a set of phosphoric rays» which 
he was certain would charm all the fair 
daughters of Eve. He forgot, it seenis, 
that phosphorus could not well be seen by 
candle light. When he was just equipped 
as a serpent, his rays set fire to part of his 
envehfie^ and it was with the greatest dif- 
ficulty that he was extricated. He es- 
caped unhurt^ but his serpent's skin was 
utterly consumed; ''nothing remained, but 
the nieiancholy spectacle of it's skeleton. 
He was oUiged to give up the. hopes of 
tuning ,rstf ''the 'masquerade, but he re- 
sKdved^oJw'al! hdf^Stn^tonls, that lie 
mi^tlnq!si:.iad7'Behtcour9lid-miss/ Port^ 


maa. The mcqnd&t^ thsiii > t^ JC^i^f^ ^tnd 
comic. muse apprMfd, htiAmokii-^k^ 
with much humcuraodnocki pathos/ d^ 
bUringthat he luiewnpt 'i^^hsdi ofth^to 
<ould best sing his adventure. Afi$r ft 
T^dtal^of^his misfioccuae had entePt^in^d 
the cx^mpany^ and gfter the mua^s had 
*perf(»rm6d. their parts to the aaJisfaction of 
*t|i6 audience, and their own, the conver- 
sat ion ceased to be supported in masque- 
rade character; pluses and harlequins, 
gipsies and Cleopatcas, begah to. taik of 
, their private affairs, and o£ the news and 
the scandal of the day,. . 

A groupe of gentlemen, amongst whom 

\0as Clarence Herveyv gathered rqund the 

tragib muS^j as Mr. Heirvey faa4 hinted 

- that he knew she was a pesson qS tHatioC' 

uion, though he would not teU her .nafne. 

^He thought t}\^t he co^hi-niat flatter her 

• hdyship ^ mote than by abusing. : miss 

'iPortQoab. ' Aftpr he had dx^cised his wit 

far somb. tiipxf, wk^oist ofat^ii^ ffohtthe 

'ti:a|pe>*miise one^rsiiig^ syHabk^ hi wlM- 
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etturai reserve? do you imagine^ iktty 
tJirough this tragical disguise, I have not 
found you out r' 

The tragip muse, af^rendy absorbed 
in meditatidn^voudhsaf^ BO reply. 
- ^* THedevil a word can you fgst for your 
paios» Hervey/^ sa|4 a graitleman of hia 
acquaatitaoceyifiLa^oiiied the party at thit 
inataut. ^^ Why didii't you stick to t V)t|ier 
aiMO» who» to ddb^ ju^tiee, if as ^xrant 
a flirt as your heaft oouldwiah for/'| 

*^ There's danger b flirting,** said Cla« 
reuee, ^* with an errant 8irt of Mrs. fitan« 
hope's trainings There's a kind of elec« 
tricity about that girl» I have a sort of 
cobweb feeliQg, an imaginary net cpming 
all over me." 

*' Fore-warned b forenarmed,-' rqplied 
his companion — ** a man must be a nbyice 
indeed, that could be <akpn in at this time 
of day by a niece of Mrs. Stanhope's,'^ 

^^ That Mrs. Stanhope must be a good 
dever d^nie^ £iith," said a third gentleman 
-*-** There's no le^s than six'of her. nieces^ 
whom she has got off* within these four 
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iraaters — Not one of 'em now, that has 
not made a catch-match — ^There's the 
eldest of the set, Mrs. ToUemache, what 
had she, in the devil's name, to set np 
within the world, but a pair of good 
eyes — Her aunt, to be sure, taught her 
the use of them early enough— They 
might have rolled to all eternity, before 
they would have rolled me out of my 
senses; but you see, they did Toliemache's 
business — ^However they are going to 
part now, I bear — ^Tollemache was tired 
of her, before the honey-moon was oyer, 
as I foretold. Then there's the musical 
girl — ^Joddrell, who has no more ear than 
a post, went and married her, because he 
had a mind to set up for a coiinoisseur in 
music ; and Mrs. Stanhope flattered him 
that he was one/' 

.The gentlemen joined in the general 
laugh — ^The tragic muse sighed — 

^* Even were she at the School for Scan* 
dal, the tragic muse dare not laugh, ex- 
cept behind her mask»" said Clai'ence 
Hervey. 
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Far be it from her, to laugh at those 
follies which she must for ever d^lore!'* 
sadd Belindsi, in' a feigned yoicer*-^' What 
SBiseries spring. from thesi ill^uited mar- 
riages ! — The victknsare sacrificed, before 
they have .seiiae ei^oi^ to avoid their 

Qarence Hervey imagined, that, thia^ 
speech alluded to lady Debqour'i own 
miOTis^e. 

/^Damn me if I know any woman, 
young or old, that would avoid being 
married, if she could, though, damn, 
me :" cried air Philip Baddely, a gentle* 
man who always supplied ^^each vacuity, 
of sense" with an oath—*' But damn me, 
Rochfort, didn't Valleton marry one of 
those nieces i^' 

^^ Yes : she vi^as a mighty fine dancer, 
and had good legs enough: Mr$. Stan- 
hope got poor Valleton to fight a duel 
about her place in a country dance, and 
then he was so pleased with himself for 
his prowess, that he married the girl/' 

BeUnda made an effort to change her 
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seat, but sljie was encompassed so^ that 
she coujd not retreat. 

^* As te lenny Mason^ the fi&h of /A# 
;NVf^/^'^ continued the witty gentlenuui^ 
^* she was as brown as mabogsRy, ^d 
had neithisr c^yes, ^^Qse, mouth, nor 1^ t 
what Mrs. Stanhope could do with her 
I often wondered; but "(he took courage^ 
ri^iiged her up, set t>er ^agoing as a^ deuker^ 
and she dashed herself into Tom .Iievit% 
curricle, aiid Tom couldn't get her but 
aigain, tiU she was the honourable Mrs. 
Levit*-$he then took the reins into her 
own h^iids, apd I hear, she's driving him 
a^id herself the podd 'to ruin^ as* fsHSt as 
they can gailop. -As for this Belinda 
Pdrtman 'twair a good hit to ^end her 
to lady Delacour's ; but- 1 take it, . she 
bangs upon ha^nd^i for last winter, when 
I was M Bath? she w^si hawked about 
every wh^re, and the aun(t .was p^ffi^g 
her with might and msun. You heard 
of nothing,. where vjer yop went, but of 
Belinda Pprtman^i and Belinda PcMtximtn^'s 
accbDq^i^shmetits>»^Belinda Fbttman, and 
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her acconofliflfamentif, TH swear^ iwwe as 
iKreB advertised^ as Packwocxl's razor 
strops," • 
' ^ Mrs. Stanhope overdid the buaoess^ 

1 tfaink)'' resumed the gentleman who 
*egttn tile conversation-i-** Girls brought 

to the hsimmer this way don't gooff weU. 
-k's true^ Christie himself is no match for 

dame Stanhope — many of my Acquaint- 

ande : were temptfed to go and kiok at the 

premises, but not one, you m^y be siite« 

had a thought c^ becoming a tenant for 

life.'' 

*vThatV ani honour reserved for yoii, 

Claiaence Hervey/' said .another^ tapping 

him upon the shoulder — -'^ Give ye joy, 

Hcrvey, — Give ye joy!" 
-. ^'Me:" said Chrenoe, st^ardng. 
**ril be hanged if he didn't change 
" €btour,'* said his facetious companion; 

and all the young men again joined \n 

a laugh. 

^ '^fLail^On, Ay fl»rifyiri*n,iBl" tried 

'^42Iamice,-^ but the. devil's in itcif IdoA't 

know *ffiy o%m mind hett^ th^Hi amy- bf 


'4b6 bbjlinda. 

. you-^yott don't ixnag^e I go to lady. D£* 
lacour's to look for a w^f? — Belinda 
Portnaan's a good pretty girl, but wbfit 
,then? Doyou think Tm ao idiot — do you 
think I could be taken in by one of the 
Stanhope schocd? Do you think I don t 
see as plainly as any of you, that Belindu 
Portman's a composition of art and aflfec- 
tation?" 

'^ Hush — not so Icmd, Clarence ; hene 
she comes/' said his companion. '^ The 
> comic muse, is not she-^" 

Lady Delacour, at this moment, came 
fightly tripping towards them, and ad- 
dressing herself, in the character of the 
comic muse, to Hervey, exclaimed, . 

** Hervey ! mii/ Hervey ! most favoured 
of my votaries, why do you forsake me? 

<* Why mourns my friend, why weeps his down-catc 
** That eye where xnirth and fancy ined to thiae* 

: " Though you have lost your serpent's 
fytm, ye^ you may please any of t^t 
feif daughters of ?ye i«your own/- 
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Mr. Hervejr bowed^ all the g&MUtneif. 
who 8(tood near hiio, rimiled; thtf- tralgic 
musejgave^n invohiiltafy sigh*; 

** Could 1 borrow a sigh, or a:te2lr, from 
my tragic sister," pursued lady Delacbui^^ 
** however unbecoming to my character, 
I would, if onlf sighs or tearscan win the 
heart of GlarenceHervey — Let me prac- 
tise'* — and her ladyship practised sighing 
with much comic effect, 

^ Fersuasive words, and more peraiiasire figbsy" 

said Clarence Hervey. 

** A good bold Stanhope cast of the 
net, faith," whispered one of his compa- 
nions — "Melpomene, hast thou forgot 
thyself to marble?'* pursued lady Dela- 
cour — ^^ I am riot very well," whispered 
miss Portman to her ladyship — ^" could we 
get away ?" 

^* Get away from Clarence Hervey^ d6 
you mean?*' replied her ladyship^,' • in i 
whisper — ^^ 'tis not easy, but W^'ft'try 
what can be done, if it is necessaiy/'^^ 

. Belinda had no power to reply- td this 
raillery, indeed she^fcaircely Hea^d -At 


4$ BtUKIXA. 


^ppQidri iiiit v^e nid to ter j but ste put 
her 2ixm ^tfc&n bdy Ddaoour's^ vAo^ t6 
her great r«3ief> hsd : die good lAkfSat^ t6 
leav^ the room with her imxti^ktely. — 
Her ladyship though she wottld sacrifice 
the fedihgs of obhers^ without compunc- 
tian.to her vanity, 'vvhenewf the power of 
her wk. was' disputed ; yet towards those 
by whom it' was adcnowledged^ she show.- 
ed some mercy, 

*' What is the matter with the cluld?" 
said she as she went dov^n the stair- 
case. 

^* Nothing, if I could have air/* said 
Belinda. There was a crowd of servants 
in the hatt« 

*' Why ddes lady Dekcour avoid me sd 
pertinaciou'sly? What crime have I com^ 
mitted) that I yin& not favoured with one 
word," said Clarence Hervey, who had 
frilow^tfaeat down stairs, and overtook 
them v^ thehatt. 

« Do seci if you can find any of my 
peoj^e," crie4 lapdy Delacoun 
.•^*^4*dy'Dclaa>ur the conuc muser*- 
jsiffhimpd iit. Herveyw^^' i ihoug}kt," — 
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^'^ InniwMttv itnt^9!)iii toopgpK^ inti^ 
ropted her ladysh^r^ff^lafftisifticixii^ 
^wnip» fpffHiisse's/X^ottii^ fiiendiaf yours 
ttfftnWKtife so atxtut noihitigfitbiiit i^km/half 
afmdoflbefiidU^£u9rfijrdd-i|^^ ik 

jsquU.jfiitt^ soipfesrianki taririiit.:fawi( 
fmoBgtti&Dtni^limtStfyiJ ^dut nigperiraom 
iBtcmittf^-fOj IliSd fioC^akMia to t4Il< ;yM 

lttiitai%jUfaMfodili€iriathe uCHioWt^cbBK 

, ^^. rmd pBsfkd|ro9lneU,::i]i^^ 

f": Berfoody^ arsiniplct^n/l tktiAc/^^ said 

fady Ilebcoiftr-*r«»^iNayv mf deinr,7»u tiust 
lifimiled^youriteisk nnat ioene offj: didb't 
f9ift{tdll-«i^ yflfti mintedidr4«fWh«t now i 
lEhift isi ikM: jdie'^itititime Cla^ Hemiey 
Jbat/ewr soeiv ^yDuar '&c& .^vtrithbiit a^ mask^ 
itrit: *^;itrs t}ifii£]rst ttiheiifideedrhei or atiy 
body ek^, meaner skwk. fi£.such a; oolmit; I 

When lady Delacour {mlled off Sdinda^ 
OBsktho: (fiicfir!«rBS^ dunng: th& fiptEnttant, 

«!.vib' :• :'. i' ;/ />p^. .•'.:' .i '" • ..' 
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file j tlAEL^naxt mc^mentv tmuaotH ever 

. *' WHat is tbemattar jvdttt yehodr,?-^ 

Hdw li€ stands V said lady Dehcour, 

(uniiag.tQ^Mr. iferyajH — ^''iJE]M:7iaa never 

'SMla n^binait Uosh before ?»^car.idid ym 

jd^er ssTjroc'dD laay. thing tomake avWOr 

jYian blush i be£6reirr-^Will yo^-^ve miss 

.Poiriimw.a|^btss.o£ water ?-r-thereV scmfe 

-bf^iid >)!mi' oib t&at isidefaoani^ maai U-«- 

but he has neither eyes, ears, nor unde& 

stMfldio§---^Dc».gQ;iybo^t Jftu^ business/' 

said her ladyship, pushii^ him towavds 

the. door^"^ Do go about, your business, 

for I baive*nt common patience wtth yni 

: — on ipy conscience^ I b^eve the man's 

in Iqve^'-p-aiid not with roe ! -^Th#e^ip 

saWolatife for you, child,'' continued she 

to Belinda. ^ O, you can walk now^^ 

but remember you're on slq^iety groiiiMi 

— remember CJartnca Hervey is not a 

marrying man, and you are hot a married 

yeoman.'* > : 
** It is. perfectly indi&rent 16 nie, ma* 

dam/' Belinda said, with a voice md 

look of proud indignation. 


^. .X»ady:. Delacooar^ your, cariiag^ faai; 
drawn up/* said Qai^mce Herri^j J^Cum* 
ie^tothedoor»|)utwiih0utQnteri0g. . 
- ^^ Tfafnput tlik '|ierf6Ctly..y^'. aiid« 
^ perfect^ indi&»n€' lady i<tf^ iln^' -rSaid. 
lady DelaoMir* - * ^ 

He obeyed vratlumt utteting a^ &yUaU«. 

^* DuqUx I Absohi^y >dufnb': I prcv 
testy'' said hes iad^slup^ as Ke handed 
^r in afterwards; ^ Why, Clarence, the 
casting of your serpent's ddxt seems to 
have cgoite changed your nature-Miothing 
hat tlie simplicity of the dove left ; asid I 
eaq>ect to hev you oooii^ presently^-don't 
yoa, miss Portmaa ?' she wdesed the 
coachman to drive to the Pantheon. 

** To the Pantheon ri ^was in hopes 
your ladydhip imuld have the goodness 
4»HtBA me down at home} for indeed j 
ahal^be a burden to yon, and ^very body 
^beat the" masqneracfew^' 
• *^itfryom have: made any ai^intn^etit 
for the rest of die evening in Berklj&y 
sqnare^ril ssfyod.down oerta|idy> if you, 
ffisist vfou it, my de^r > &ir pimctuaiity 

.. •.n'2 '■• ■ 
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iri vlrttw— tut prurience y a virtue too, 
in a youngs lady; Mrtiov it» your aunt Stan;, 
hope wtmld iiay , kes ta imWsh hertfif Jh 
the woriA— \**y these teats, B^nda? 
—Or ai^e tfcey tears ? for by thel^t of 
the lamps I can scarcely teK' ; %h«fugh lit 
swdac I saw the haadk^dii^HF at the eyes 
---What is die meaning of al{ tUs f You*d 
best trust me ;[ for I kji^d^w ss^mudi of beI^ 
and B^aimers, a^ your a«at <1Btaiih<^: tk 
kasti and in one vrnei^ youluuvae notUbtgco 
liear fiHMi ns,. and' ey^ tkiag bo hc^ 
ftrom yoursdf ; If you wil|ioiily dry i:^ your 
tears, kiefi en yuuk mofk, , asui> take > my 
adtioe ; you'lifind it asgood-^ your anmi 
Stanhope's,'* '^* j '..(,.# 

^^ My aunt Stamfaspefa !^CH'' > cried 'Be>* 
Unda, *• BWer, nfe^der wore wfi I iabft 
feut^ advice^-^asroor !«>» will I exfK)se 
D^yself ^«o be dnsulti^'asra fmnale' adi«» 
turer— Little cUd IJaADwifi ^hat a* light 
1 >aj^)eare(l~Iiide^ d^ l'Jkh6vff vfhdt'gen- J 
tkmn thought talb my aulit StanhDpe-^^ 
my oousiiis*-*-*^ mysdf/* { 

^Gentkmml Iprestiim Chience Her 


vey UBXids at/tbis iottaat^ ia your ima^a* 
tioQ> as tb6 rc^asfintative o£ all the gen- 
tleman Ia Eaglaad ^ aiid he, iostoad. cf 
Anachiursifl Cloots is nfxw. to be $ure, 
raratear dsif genre kufpaijorrvrf^ay^letiiiet 
have a speciQien of the dioqpi^nce, whkb, 
tp j«^ bfy it's efiSpcta» mnst he .powexj^i|( 
iffdeed/' 

Misa Parimany not without ^me reluct 
taaoe» 'npwted ^e cony^Ksation wliicli 
flhe lia4 J^acidrr'' ii^nd is Up« aU T.' . cxm4 
h^f DMa < «w ffrj>,** . ii<Mfd» my 4^k;yg(ii 
QMut -fli^Mc ^S£.iy> Uviiqs ia. t}ie,wad4y oc 
•KffKt; ^'h^. Y<wadS^ and j^iottr aimt^ 

kmM tb«? day, by ^b^if: 4n(end«, ^jyf»i^ 

very, Mnfi^^i«|dtl^<Wj^!^|fe!Ct?pI^ fty^ds, 
I ^aiffs, ii,qi»j..^i|i^{4(B^ Und on roj 

*WB4e pp^s?».'ii0rtQ;«»^l4op, the cajda 
m^■.^ml1^f^lf^^fis/^ >,, .|^I^9.,can^9t,^. live 
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\«;ithotit tlle^fottour, of ftivow, tit j^dti^ 
sure, of seeing lady DefecourtN/viccf a^vtsdfe 
~d6 yon think Tm fdd enough' td'hna- 
gine that they would care the h^intfredth 
tart of u stWlw,-if I were this ri\Mte 
flir6^ ihtothe Red, ortheBkc^ se^1^ 
Nbil have tiot one r^tf7 friend in the world, 
except Harriot Frefce — yet, you^ee, Iim- 
the comic muse, and mean to beep it ujM- 
keep it up to the last — on purpose to pM-' 
voke those, who wbuld give the^ ^s't& 
tk aHetdpityine-i^I%tfmblytfeaidk*h)em,^ 
nb pity for lady Ddacour-^FoBttvi^tny ^^ 
simple, B^iidti ; elbow ycuj^ w^y#i)r(mgh 
ffife crowd, if you stop *o be d^ aiid 
beg i^lbih^^knd''*'^^^^^ diifi't hurt fe,) 
ybu^i;^1¥be^l!fba\iHad- fi^.^^^NoW^yW^'B 
meiet tliose^yoitng- ih^n corttiiniaffly,'%ftb 
tbdk the liberty 6f laughing at-ybUr aunt, 
ahdybut 'cbuwh^ ahd yourself , iliey arc 
fheh trf fasfiibtt---5Ifo^' tfeem you've no 
feeling, and thcyTl ackhowleagfe you for 
a woman of fasfiionii^y6u%maJ*y>bfetter 
than any of your coositis, ChtenceHer vey 
if you cany iind theti ttHHB beyour turn 
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to Jaugh about neu and £agp-^As to lo¥e 

. The carriage st^[^pfed. at tibeFaatbmn, 
justa^ her ladyship <Qme to the wordb 
!':lDveiB[|id all that/' -^her thdu^t)»^tO(dc a 
4^1*1^ ^WQ) aoil during the reiMmder 
i^^hexu^ht she exJdbited; u such a man- 
f^ :m to attrad: timvenat adnuration; 
afl the;e2Sei and grace, and. gajret/t of Eu* 

.To JkKiida the, A^ s^peartd , Img 
and dull; th0'.G6iniiioQ plaKK^ "m^ of china- 
Bity-mb^i(^ri^i\-p^ the. antifcs' of 
harl^uias ; ihieL gifaces oi flower-girls and 
-Qegpg^i^ hadr^ti6tpoww;lD Jimu^. h»r i 
fpr htsr tliOiig^t^ . l»tiU .irecunrbd to that 
i:oiiveirsatian "wliic^ had grreoiheir so nuad^ 
l^am-r-a p^u whi^hlady D^acour's.raUteiy 
had failed to obliterate. 

T<<: iiojAr ha^y you ave^btdy D«laconr/' 

•said: shf»^^ they got into the cartiaf^ 

to^ go hQ(iiie--i*f How happy you are to 

.,haftfis^ch an amadiig flow of spirits !"— 

' .** Aoiaasiftg yoa mi^t Well say* if you 

loiew all^" ^a«dLia4y I)e^<Kiicv**and she 
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in the carriage, let £ill her inadh^'bijfr W!# 

A'X'bid-a; M ^^vivgr <i«r!het- -^oflMlefiiil^i 

«rlfeh ttn^.ith^i fiiitttre J4^^ fli^i^i'iMili^ 

tttt«i«d iiot''«i9>i99ita1dS' moM; i(«r^#id 

mas' Pcffitoiaw thenddn^k^^^M^iltej^ 
hop'flwdkatinnv^ttt tlMjr^Jcamt withUi 
al^t of (hMtf J^lenm^ V^hMiN^B^byhi 
ventured to remind her, that'Jdl|S< 'Ifil 
WudLyhiitOf is|»p7ilN>tie,^Md inbiio^ ()lres- 

> <rj|fi^it^ «ie^m9C9ri3*!«aifll'lfKi]rDciii- 
«(mr-^^^;-lff«aiol!C '^wiHi lesMt ; flH^tit >^ 

ittitfiidft i4bc»fi» iii^liad^Km«tM««Uettt 
tw «oma flM^Hien^' «h«< sttrtMi: %p dfifiA 
exdainied — ^ -..:'...(. k ..-. i ,' 

.iw)|flt^ij^«isf9id «it)rs«Usi'«^itli<4alf the 
9iialtiaiti<ha9^«et<«!^d(«tli <»9irM,ci>^i>idd 
Hot i»ow 'Me iifii^t{aNniieri'*r^likaifri^aA- 

to.the \am ibf ffSslia^MtrfiK)liB»'>«na soon 
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I isiiiiU itte uiUbumeiited t^ any btaiDiA b&» 
ing.^If I wtec :to Jive tety Hfc 0^?»ec pgain;^ 
what acBfferent lifeit Aoifld bfe I— Wto*. 
a different person /w^Jz/^i^/^-r-Butit'is 
aDbverhow'— lamdyihg." . 

Be£ndaV istonisHment at tbese ^«ord% 
and at the' solemn manner in which they 
Weire pr6hoiiiicedv was inexpressible ; ^k 
gazed at lady Deladour^ and then re{>eat« 
edtbe word-^<* dying i"-*-" Yes^ dying,**: 
said lady Delacour. 

^* But you seem te me, and to kH the 
W'ortd, in p^ect health ; and farcM; half ah 
hour ago in perfect spirits,** said Belinda. 

** 1 seem to you> and to all the World, 
what! am not- — I tdl you t am dying>" 
said her ladyship, iq an emphatic tone/ 
, Nat a word rnore passed, tifl they got 
home. Lady Delacour hurried^ up stairs, 
biddin.^ Belinda follow her ttt het dress* 
ing-room. Marriott was lighting the six 
wax candles on the dressirtg-table — ** As 
I live, they have changed dresses after all,*' 

* This declaration was taken froib the lip« of a 
celebrated character.. 

« 
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said Umtiia to<iisr8ei£,^asdiCf fiwd hte 
eyer iq»ii lady Dddcour -and miss ! Port- 
x<ten. ^^ rii be "burnt, if I doif^t make my - 
lady renieniber this*'* • 

" Marriott, you need not waitj III 
ring when I want yoo,-* said lady Dda- 
cour; and taking one of the candles from 
^e table, she * passed on hastily with- 
mi^ R>rtnfan, through her dressings-room, 
through her bedchamber,, and to the door 
of the mysterious cabinet. 
. '" Marriott, the key of this door," cried 
she, 'impatiently,' after she had^ in vain, 
attempted to open ilu 

" Heavenly graciousness !" cried Mar- 
riott, ^ is my lady out of her senses ?'* 

" The key — the key — quick, the key," 
repeated lady Delacour, in a peremptory 
tone, ^e seized it as ^On aa Marri<^t 
drew it h^ai her pocket, and unlocked 
the door. 

<^ Uad not I best ^t the thin^ to rigfatS) 
my lady ?*' ssad Marribtt, catching Cast 
hokl of the opening do^r. 

** ni ring when you are wanted. Mar* 


open £kez6aw t«idi violence, she imfk^A 

fdnhnnrfl to tibe mkldk* of the room, and 

turning back'sfae beckoned to Belinda to 

^owber— ^^ Come in, what is it y^u aire 

afiaid-off" 'daid ifaei-^'-Beiiiida went on, 

auByd the iii6itieiit she was iii the room, 

lady Delacoar shut and kx:ked the door* 

Dbst room !was>rather dark> zs there was no 

li^t Jn dt^ except - what caftie frdm the 

candle, which lady Delacour held m her 

hasid^ and whidbr. burned but dihily .— 

Belifida» aK she looked rounds Saw nothing 

bu£ a confusion of fipen rags — tials, scM(he' 

empty, tome fuli*-^and she perceii^ed that 

there waa a; strong^smeA of nftedidoes^ 

Lady Delacour^ whose mottoiis were aU 
predpiMy^ like those of a person whos^ 
mittdis in great agitation^ lodced froifx 
side to side ^ the room, without seeming 
to know y hat she was in search of. She 
difflD) vvUii ia species of ftiry, wiped the 
pdoit £rofn faad&ce, and, returning to Be« 
fixida* held Ihe candle so as to throw the 
lighti«di'ikp0n;li^r livid JKittim. Her eye» 
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cei9tr|k^.;wkh'het9y -^taMic telaiK. i - r i 
slipvr<y«(ited i^'bid«)3tiMpMGfadfl» < s 

%eh«f.; * .1 -i!'..,-. .:: ■• = ;-■•.:■• 

-5<AiitL I JiUiilbJed^ aini.ll Iwsetchecf- 
efio^iigK?" cridd .^he^ hsr voice ^eraUingi 
V^ '.ag(ttiy«*-^\Y)eay .pity me^ 'for what 
ygtt )v9V0.9efii i .aiui..>a tibo\i8Uid . tlip» 
more»^£0it>tlidl:.ivl]ilcbr^j^ .cannat see^^;-' 
, 4t|r JUMcL-b eiten »mi3p liice0iy**txKlj&5 by 
iiMnitaUe ..^moiMe-Mmnbsn^ - ixtowM^te^^ 

Ii3s.bTi>uglLtab'me ail^ithid j^nUinsesto 

'. !"/ My^ Jbtu^baod/A ooixdoaidd /tiie^ .aadi 
h«l! voiGe^dfBly^eredt from; the Mioq 
Q^^gn^tOibttf ^ aiigerf*f-^'3My .bfosbaodl 
bates nie-—Aonftttarr^I doiiiittf bioH-^fiii 


Qiatttar, IwvfT vfUihto aee thoai. xnor^^**- 
n&vex qfiaU tli^ey see qiy sorrow^^n^va^ 
s^ t^yheaj; a* co^iplaiot^ a si^ fron(li 

not 9)K»:|^i^Hy ei^4^JI<^ <^ ^^^ i^uHing 
pity«. ^ wiU^lie-p af J hayeJived^ t|ie en^y 
TfBid : zdsmadoa of the.wori^* -Whea I 

and moralise, if they >x^/pyeii ^iiiy^grave/'. 
— <^bf i^Hse4CT]^^Uwl* hf»4.i?!p . poorer ; to 

*' .PttHnis^) «wear to m^// r^fi^a«d bdy 
Delacour je\iexnefi^j^t Hei^iog ,,9«linc^'g 
ijiw^.,'5 that; yoq \nXijae^ ,jxyf^if> any 
pflir^ .w|»?^,;yott hftvf[,.seft|i ^ji^,hfi^4 
this. flight, .,:ji{p -liij^:crfsa|?«|B. -luspeet? 
tkf^%, ]f4j , Pe^pQur is , f^yiflg . by, , inchet, 
except Marriott; s^ndrthat wjomaii^ lylioQ) 
buta.faw hours ago i tliought my r^al 
/r^f^^,ta,.y9hmsi J; tn>«t«i . every ^ecr^t 
of {9^y Ii&, tvefY tho»g|it. of : my -heart ^^^-^^ 
f OdU MM'^A^F^ that J 36eaS':to tra^t to 
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m be '^thout principle — but 1 thbttgfcr- 
sfe^ had holidtiT;'Ithbtight she cciuldTifever' 
bcttray me-^ "Harriot ! Harriot ! you' 

* 

to desert me!— Any thing else I could^^ 
havi^ borne— but yoii who I thought 
would have supported* me in- the torttrfe^ 
of mind and body ilrhidil tfm to gd 
through — yoi4,that khouglit wouTdfreccavB 
my last brentth— y ou to desert me ? — Now 
I sun alone in the world — ^left t<^ the merey 
of an insdlen t Waiting- woman* " - 
'^ Lady Delacour hid her face on Befin- 
da's lap, and almost stifled by the violenoe 
of contenttirig emotions j she at last gave 
*^ent to them, and sobbed albud. 

••TrtRft to* oner* said Belinda,- preSssing 
her haftd wfth'all the tendei«e«s - which 
humarilty'«6tild dictiate, ** who will never 
leave j^ou at thiinercy of an insolent wait*- 
ing woman— trust to me.!* 
' •* Trust to you/' said lady ©elacdur, 
looking up eagerly in Belinda's ^ fSatce ;. 
^Yes— I think— I may trust te you— 
fbr though a niece of Mrs. Stanhope-s, I 
have se« this day, and have seen wkh su^- 


V 


IHTise^' symjpt5ms (^artless feeling ibont 

you. Tills wa6 what tempted me to open; 

my mind to you, when I found that I ba^^ 

lost the only friend — but I wiU think no 

ixiore ctf tba;t--^if you hacve a heart, yotf 

must feel for .mie-^Leave me now— to 

morrow ypu shatt hear my whole hi^ory— ^ 

now 1 am quite .exhausted — ring for Mar** 

riott." — Marriott appeared with a face of 

constrained dvility, and latent rage.*-^ 

^ Put me to bedy Marriott," said lady Dh 

lacour, with a subdued voice— ^^ but first 

light miss Portman to her room — she need 

not — yet— see the horrid business^ of my 

toilette." 

Belinda, when'she was left alone, im* 
mediately opened her shutters, and threw 
up the sash to refresh herself with the 
morning air. She felt excessively h^ 
tigued, and in the hurry of hei: mind, she 
could, not think of any thing distinctly. 
She took off her masquerade dress, and 
went tOi bed, in hc^s of forgetting, iov. a 
few hpurs, what she felt . indelibly ini- 
pressed upon her imagination* But. it 


wasinvaw.that sheendcavooredto cooi*' 
pose herself to sleep; hisr ideas "were in 
too great. and, paiofiil confusidnr For 
some titxie, .Wlietiever ^e dosed her eyes^ 
the faoe wd form Of lady Delacour, such 
asshe.had just beheld them, seemed to 
hauuther: afterwards, the idea of da;* 

ft 

rence Hervey, and the painful recoUec-- 
tion of the conversation she had overheard, 
recurred to her; the words, **do you 
think I doo^t know, that' Belinda Portnlan 
18 a composition of artifice and afiecta* 
tion,'' were £j&ed in her mjemoxy. She 
recoHected with the utmost mmuteness 
every look of contempt, which she had seen 
in the. faces, of the young, mett, whilst 
they'spcjsie ;0f Mrs. Stanhope the match- 
maker. . Belinda's mind, however, was 
act yet sufficiently calm to reflect: she 
•teemed only to live over again the preced- 
ing night. At last the strange motley 
figures which she had seen at the masque- 
rade Bitted before her eyes, and she sunk 
into an uiieasy slumber. 
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!M.ISS Portman was awakened by the 
ringing of' lady^ Dfeficoiif'S ' bychim- 
ber/ :bdL^'j8J»;.£Qpenejl;i^^,,^^^ 
ibfi^ wnfiisfti f .i4t»H lth^> ,/iiMn?t]^i»gi 4isar 

Qame:^ll»:hntM4sidey >with * upte. frcmi 

.l:6qQbyily)rttQa|r|&6Jli^s£fd^^ j^/i^^r 

«floi.'ttr,WQt9.aii£;;(«Me,,-aj|ia«,filii9».,lio Udy 


—I piqne myself sur PH$quBnce du Ar/A?/—- 
then we shall have the evening to ourselves 
— ^1 have much to say, as people usually 
have when they begin to talk of them- 
selves. 

^^ I have takea ^ double dose of 
opium, and am not m horridly out of 
spirits as I was last night — so you heed 
not be afraid of another scene. 

^* Let me see you in my dressing-ro<Hn, 
desur Belinda^ as soon as you have adored 

< With head uacover'd th« cosmetic powers** . 

But you don't paint — no mttter— -you will 
—you must-^^-^eiy body n^st; sooner 
oi* later. Ii> the mean ^n«, "wiiieiiewr 
you waint ^ send a note<that sliaU liot bi 
Gipened by the bearer^ put your tni6t »ei^ 
ther in wafer nor wax, but Vt^ \i lij^l 
twist mine. You see I wish to put you ii} 
possession pf some valuable seo^ets^ before 

Ileav^ this world — tUsby th6by,/IdaaH:b 
upon second thonghts, which ate always 
best, mean to do yet.— Th^re certaii^ 
were wch people a^ Ama^ons^^I )uipe 


*. 
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you. admiFe tlMn-nftir ^srlia could Ibve 
wilhovt the adknkadon o£ Bttkuk Ftet< 
^toi l-^not ChraEice Hervey ammdly^-^ 
nor jet ^ . 

T.C. H-Dklacour/^ 

' BeSimdgi Mjkeytd the Bummons ta her 
iadjeship's dre89iag*roonit die* fbimd lady 
Delacour with bsriaet complel)^ repair edi 
with paint,' and. hen si^ita.vwith /Opiunu 
She was in high ccmsukation with . Mar« 
ridtt and Mrs: Fmnks^ the mittiher^ about 
the crape petticoat ofi' her birthnigEt 
dressy whiiji fwas >ejctended over a hurge 
ho<^ in fvtt statey - Miv^J&aidD desdwted 
loi^ and learnedly, ^ipon: hbtoom-, and 
^IfiOpa^ knots and fringes, litbinktifig 9H 
^l^tiottieTery thh^Calier ladydiip's bei« 
ter judgement* 

Marriott? was suSkj: and .stfent. i^ 

opeikedhiBrlips but cmce .iiqsQn the qnes* 

tion of labdrnuoiy or n& laburnum floisrersi 

• .i^i;aiast them she ^quoted the memoirs 

. and MUhority of tlu celebrated Mrs. Bel- 

*.)ainy» whohas.a catte. in point .to prove,, 
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tMf ^'MnQ¥ ofifenr; . «uist icKreK>*f lock like 

te^b^proinise'thahiatter^'f^ gcddl 

laburnums, *' l>ecau$e nothing caii: |ook 
better by candlelight,- or any light, than 
gold*;'' and lady Delacour, who was 
afrdid that .tha^iniHiacr'siaiagiiiatkMi^ ttow 
thatlt iDadDnGe-totscbffd upen gold, liu^ 
be led to the lihflgac iito:^ remiy mmey^ 
sndd^ydktokeMijg the/ doofenmcc;,' by 
CTBrMniiiig» ..■^.:. \-*:\''^ AA[v.< 

bii^iimwof! FTedcIi .chs^ Ifirs.. iSraiikt 
mnut let is/eee(; fisr > againr to dabrroir, to 
tdteinbli e^anlfemtidn yiiiir^dteiri ic^mi^ 
<ny. daacc BdKndii^^iilils^afioftMUi ^pra^ 
flsntyidibf; dflidy 3Ql»0U]f ^^Mttb^fittks^ 
jftt faer]dtc6B>for Hei^'i spiB0,be mme^ 
thing that will make a fine ipoBraqgig^A-^I 
gphne yomdfoar and twenty hours ifiottiiikk of 
hu-^ here done a. horrid «pc diEi day/* 
coffttnaed she, after Mcs. iVanks kud left 
the nxm^*^^ ahsokilbely wiit«en ^a^iUf/fe/^i^ 
iiote to CbtfWttccHerveyynpy deinrwbut 
why ^d;I tell yoaithatil Now ydur* faceul 
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sRMd o£ iipoh f^ l%0di^>aiBd o^iiiontf of 
a' Lady oF^iialkr^ ielsicid fe7 he^ 

After ^ikvleff^ iadjr Debaoiuv IxiYiiig 
made Bdinda protest amfblmh^and bhi^ 
and protest^ tkat her-head' was not ruat 
fimg upoa the twisted note, b^ir the 
history oj^ her life aiBi c^inkms m ^kt 
fi^lo^iig nanner. 

'^ I do Mtfaing by hi^es^ Af dtar-^I 
shsdinot tdiyott my adventures^ aS' Oil 


iBIas tdd hi& to the andibishop ef Gre- 
wdjv— 4kappihg over die icr{/a/. passages*-*- 
b^auseyou are not m aDoUbiBhop, and 
I siiould not have the grace to pat on a 
'aaildtsfiedface^ if you wese.^*-I amno hy- 
pocrke^ a rid have nothliig worsfe than fbUy 
to coiiceQl--^I1iat'$ bad enough-^fbr a 
wotnali wiM>is ichown to j>lay^ tbe>£x>l^ is 
sdwa^s «it9ptoted of fhtpixg the >dei(;ili^^ 
fiaCI be^nwi^eye loaght ta endy wiihi ^ 
iiforai^iAddah Idftre say "youare^ifDis' ^im- 
patient 'ia antipipatcM-j newr 'reiidi or 
listened to a moral at the^nd^of m ttory i jp 
mylifeM-manneraforbM^ andanondsdbr 


tboserthat HkeTthem.*-^My dear, you ^H 
bewG^iily disappbitiled) if (inHiy istory 
you expect any tbkiglikeu novA;^ I once 
jieard ja goneial jsaty, fhat nothing wa$ less 
JSkQ<SL:rtmjtw than a bat^e^ and! can 
teUyoQ, thaEt nothing isr moK unl'^k^ a 
sioiirel than red life. Of ftll fives, mine hias 
been* tlie least TOtiian^ic. No. love in it, 
but a great deal of hate* I was a rich 
lieicQai<*-i had, I bdiieye, a hundred thou- 
jsajid^popgads, .anymore ; and twice as many 
caprices-*-! w»6 handsome and witty — or, 
to speak with that kind of circumlocution 
.which is caHed huxnflity, the world, the 
partial world, thought me a beauty, and lat 
beiespritM-^Haying told you my ^Mrtuni, 
need I add, that I, or it, had lo^rs in 
abundance — of all sorts and degrees— not 
to reckon those, it may be presumed, who 
died of concealed passJDttsfer^we^ - I had 
sisfeeeBdecbrainiori3 aod propo09lfi in Jofrm 
— ^then wkatiiii the name of wraider, or 0f 
teme, whidL-by the^by is the 
of wondtss-^^wtet in the insneof 
fWDiB^mMlenwe marry ionl'Ilda- 
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comi-nrnWkf^my.^eaaCijwx^'^'-^ you, 
but anf girl wha is not uied to have a pap* 
cd of admirers^ would thbk it the easiest 
thii^iii die ^rorld to make her cboice^ 
imt let her judge \fy what she feds when a 
<lexter6us mocer or Unen-draptr produtiss 
fxreltjjc thing after pretty thing— and thb is 
80 becoming, and this will w6ar for eyer-rr 
as.he swears; but then tfaa}:'s so iashiofi^ 
abie ^i t he novice stands in a i^avmingper- 
flexity, and ^fter exan^mog, .and doubt- 
iagy' and tqsung over half th^. goods in the 
«hap9 it's taa to one, when it begins to 
|^ial;e, the young bdy^ in a .hurry, 
pitches upon the very vgtiest and worst 
thing that she. Jhas ^een. Just so. it was 
widi^me and tm lovers, and lusi 


* S9<1 was £he hoyr, and luckless was the day/ 

I pitched ijqpon viscount D^uxmr, for my 
kAd and judge. He had Just at. that tioie 
lost at .Newmarket more thatr he was 
worth k» every saiise^of the ^nord} and my 
■foftttstt was tlie most convenipnt thing in 
die woiid to ai maa mhis' contfiicioni-^ 


37 WEtlSOA^ . 

{daiflU. Tbe hmBSftlbacenge iy; ^ qpniii* 
fie in some comiunpcioBK/tYikt .are siopb 
piified that I can kug^ and lesHif^Mit 
Mdi^drtnelancholifillung a^ ^on^ ihasirfiige 
4iitli lord Ddacour^* i0i€L;5o^m]iLd;^^^8pb> 
dvlSif vAten I pacoUecti a& - ^Ji;irciMHr 
sttm)e8^^ri3ioi%Mlwagfegdqlffthf»BJ^ 
ilolb^ipe in my hklcfrf^ thmk .ir» ivhen^ i 
"urai % gbofle «r a godiDgof abontr^iiigbttea 
«^jiifile <yqar;:ag0^.fidiada^ ii:.thiJxfe^> 
BOMkhkng; vwy iliice > love pbysng: abgot 
tttyhe^3 Off iii7< head* Tli^m iwas. .acjosfe 

oi9 s^ hian-^no, htihadi^n/tiinesiitif 
MA^5 b«ggi«g< yoiir pafA&aF^iofi ClasaUi* 
Hervey^^hts mifffofmiie^ qprnfaie^ vimrt&al: 
he had too much . ^ensfe — he , was iii love 
with me, but not with my faults; now ly 
wisely cowidnfiiij^^rtfaatsiy fisuitB mmsti^t 
^&SLtMi^3JX o£iine^ihsifcted3pbnihiad)inig 

^oiildD:tr4aattd «touldn'ti--4ienid couldn '& 
i had-bten loadtocwddie: morr .^al>oiit itM 
KckitlMfdMCH^^at vaaigpldtchlo(L«*^Bei> 
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cival-miKle wry dees — Lord Delacoor 
made noBe.--**! pmnted him out to Perci* 
vsd as an example-^it was an example 
he woijdd not follow.-— I was provoked, 
and I married in iK^pes of provcidng the 
man I lov^d. — ^The wwst of it was, I 
did not provoke faim as much as i expect- 
ed. — l^x months s^rward, I heard of 
his marriage with a very amiable woman. 
— I hate those very -. amiable ^omevh — 
Poor Percival !-«— I should have been a 
very happy woman, I fancy, if I had 
married you — ^for I believe you were the 
only man who ever really loved me — ^but 
all that is over now! — ^Where were 
we ? — O, I married my lord -Deilacour, 
knowing him to be a foeU and believing 
that, for this reason, I should find no trou* 
ble in governing him. — ^But what a fatal 
mistake i^^a fool, of aj|l animals in the 
cr^itioti,is the most difficult to govern.— 
We set out in the fashionable world, with 
a mutual desire to be as extravagant as 
paBsible.~-Strange, that whh this simi- 
larity of tJ»te we Gould never agree!-— 
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Sfrtngej that thb jamUarity of taite w» 
^ cause of our peipetusil quwreb!— Du- 
ring the first year of our marriage, I had 
dwiys the 4ipper hand ia these disputeg, 
and the last word; and C was content— 
Stubborn as the brut^ was, I thou^ 
1 shoddw time break Wm in —from the 
,nedmens you have seen, you fnay guess 
that I was even then a tolerable pro- 
fident in Ae dear art of. self-^justi^ 
^ion^l had ahnost gained my point, 
t„8t broken my lord's heart, when one 

Sir morning, I »nl«dd*7 ^ ^ ^ 
Ghatnpfort,thathe knew no mwe how 
to cut hair than a sheepshearer.-Xhamp. 
fort who is conceit personified, took 
mortal offence at this; and the devH, who 
i, alwaysat hand to turn anger into ma. 

Hce, put it into Champfor^te^, to ^ 
it into my lord's head, that Ae.worid 

thought-' My lady gc^ff *««• -My 
lord took fire-They say the torpedo, the 
coldest of cold creatures, sometimes ^'^ 
out a spark-I suppose, when electrified 
with anger.-The next-time that mnocentl 
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finsisteA upon -my lord Delaco^r^s dmag 
w* not doing*---! ftMPget wMch— the most 
reasonable thing in the world, my lord 
tarns short round, and answers — * Vfy 
kdy 'Ddbtoour, I am not a man to be go- 
twned by a wife'-^ And from chat timft 
to this, the words * I am not a man to be 
governed by a wife*— -have been written 
in his obstinate face, as all the world who 
can read the hmnan x:ountenance may 
Bee. — My dear I hugh, but even in the 
midst of^'laughter there ts sadness.r-<»Bixt 
yon don't know what it is — I hope yoa 
never may— to have an obstinate fool for 
a bosom friend. 

. ** I at first flattered myself, that my lord's 
was not an iilveterate, incurable mala- 
dy: but from' his obvious weakness, I 
might have seen that there was no hope; 
fw cases of obsdnacy are always dangerous 
in proportion to the weakness of the pa- 
tient. — My lord^s case was desperate.-— 
Kill or cure, was my humane or prudent 
maadm. — I determined to try the poison 
of jealousy, by way of an akerative.~I 
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had long kept it in petto as my ultimate 
remedy. I fixed upon a proper subject — 
a man with whom I thought that I could 
•coquette to all eternity, without any dan- 
. ger to myself — a certain colonel Lawless 
,— as empty a coxcomb as you would wish 
to see.— The world, said I to myself, can 
never be so absurd as to suspect lady De- 
Jacour with such a man as this, though 
her lord may, and will, for nothing is too 
absurd for him to believe.* — ^Half my 
^ -theory proved just — that is saying^a great 
deal for any theory. My lord swallowed 
the remedy that I had prepared for hind, 
with an avidity, and a bonhommie, which 
it did me good to behold — my remedy 
operated beyond my most sanguine exp 
pectations. — ^The poor man was cured of 
his obstinacy, and became stark ixiad with 
jealousy. — ^Then indeed I had some hopes 
of him ; for a madman can be managed, 
^ fool cannot. In a month's . time, I 
TOade him quite docile. With a face longer 
than the weeping philosopher's^ he came 
to me one morning, and assured me, * he 
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would do every thing I pleased, provided 
I would consult my own honour and his, 
and give up colonel Lawless/ 

** Give up !* — I could hardly forbear 
laughing at the expression. — ^I replied, 
* that as long as my lord treated me with 
becoming respect, I had never in thought 
or deed given him just cause of com- 
plaint } but that 1 was not a woman to be 
insulted, or to be kept, as I had hitherto 
been, in leading-strings, by a husband/ 
—My lord, flattered, as I meant he should 
be with the idea, that it was possible he 
should be suspected of keeping a wife in 
leading-strings, fell to making protesta- 
tions — * he hoped his future conduct 
would prove, &c.' — ^Upon this hint, I 
gave the reins to my imagination, and fuH' 
drive I wept into a fresh career of extra- 
vagance; if I were checked, it was an 
insult, and I began directly to talk of 
leading-strings. This ridiculous game I 
played successfully enough, for some time, 
till at length, though naturally rather slow 
at calculation, he actually discovered 

£3 


• - _ 


G ved at the rate of tweotsy thoit'^ 
sand i year, and had only ten thotisand a 
year to spend, we shoold, in due timeif 
havfenbtl^ngleft/ Thisnotable discawry 
he communicated to me one tooroiii^> 
after a long preamble. When he had* 
fiEnshed prosing, I agreed, that it was> 
demonstrably just» that he shonld retrench 
his e2|)ense»j but that it was e^yoally nor: 
JMSt and kapossible, that I could make 
any refbrmatioa ia my civil list.-r^That 
economy wa» a word which I bad never 
heard ef m my Ufe, till I married l^isi lord^ 
ship: that, upon second recollection, it 
wa» true, I had beard of yuch a thing as 
national economy ; and that it would be 
a very pretty, though lather hackneyed 
topic of declamation for a maiden ^eech 
in the house of lords. I therefore advised 
him to reserve all he had to say upon 
thb subject for the^ noble lord upon the 
woolsack ; nay, I very graciously added, 
that upon this condition, I would go to 
the house myself to give bis arguments 
and eloquence a fadr hearing,, add that I 


LADY D£JLAjCPI7A'9,HISTOIIT. 7f 

iTOrtld do my beat lo ks^p myself awake^ 
— ^Tkb was a&migkly {dstfliil and witty; 
but it happened thai my lont Ddacour, 
who never had any great taste for wit^ 
caM not this unhicky morning at atti 
r^Uh k. Qf: course I grew angry, and 
reminded him^ with an f ndeficacy whidi 
his wrffit of generoi^ty' jnstificNd, that 
aahdmsS) who had brought a hundred 
tfaowand pounds into his family, had sotM 
rt^tto aanise herself^ and that it was not 
naiy £iitlt if elegant amosements w«o 
moce expensive than others. 

^* Then came a long criminating and re- 
criminating chapter.----It was ♦My lord, 
your Newmarket bIunders.'-~< My lady, 
your cnrsed theatrkals^^ My lord, I 
have surely a right' — ^ and my lady, I 
have surely as good a right.' 

" But, my dear Belinda, however we 
might pay (Hie anothier, we could not pay 
all the workJ with words. In short, aft«p 
running through thousands, and tens of 
thousand^, we were actually in distress 
for money^^^Then c^me sdling of lands, 
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and^I don't know what devices, for raising 
n^ooey, according tp the mode of lawyers 
and attorneys. It was quite indtifelrent - 
to.TOe-: how they got money, pnmded 
they did get it. — ^By what art th^e gentle- - 
nien raised moneys I siever tcoubted'^ 
ngy4€9f to inquirie;. it. might have beat': 
the black art,fdr any thing I know to the . 
contrary. J know nothing. : of business, v 
So I signed all thejpapers they brought to- 
me ; and 1 was mighty wdl pleased to 
find, that by so easy an expedient as wri- 
ting, * T, C. H. Delacour,' I could com* 
mand money at will. — ^I signed, and sign* 
ed, till at last I was with all due civility 
informed that my ^gnature was no longer 
worth a farthing; and when I came to 
inquire into the cause of this phenomenon, 
I could no wise understand what my IcHrd 
Delacour's lawyer said to me. He was 
a prig, and I had not patience either to 
listen to him, or to look at him. I sent< 
fot an old uncle of mine, who used U> 
ipanage alt my money matters . befcx-e I 
was married; I put the uocle and the 
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lawyer into a room tog^thec with thair 
parchments, to fight the matter out^ or. to 
6ome to a right understsuxling i£ tbey 
fOttlcU-^-The last it «eems was quite im* 
possible^ — In the course of half an hour, 
out comes my unde in such a rage! I 
never shall forget his face—* all the bile in 
his body had gotten into it — ^he had literally 
no whites to his eyes. ^ My dear uncle,' 
said I, * What is the matter? — Why yoi* 
are ahsolntely gold stick in waiting/ 

^' No matter what I am> child,' said the 
micle, < rU tdl you what you are with aU 
you^^t-adupe-'tisashan^efor a wo- 
man of your sense to be such a fool, and to 
know nothing of business-^-and if you 
knew nothing yourself, could not you send 
Jfar roe?* 

. /' I was too ignorant to know that I 
knew nothing/ said I; * but I will not 
trouble you with all the said Is and said 
hes* I was made to understand,- that if 
ford Ddwour were to die the next day, I 
ihoithilivea beggar.— Upon this I grew 
sedous as you. nuy ij^^ipe. My u^de 
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Mnred me tfaat I hsA betn gffWBty un«« 
poiad Upon Jby ny lordsaoid hk Wy^r, wd 
-tkMt L had beea ^windkd t)ut of my^smsetj 
and Dtt):^ of my dower; I i«peatedall that 
my unde sud, very £EdtfaliiUy» to krd 
Dekctmr r and all that either he or Iw 
lawfep could furbish out by way of 
m&wer M«ifi, that ' iveceasity had no hW/ 
NecMsity, it must be allowed, though k 
ttighf be the mother of bw^ was never 
with my lord the inother of mrejitifm* 
Having now found out that I jbftd a good 
fight to complain, I indalged myself in it 
fiiost giof iously. In «hort^ my ckar, we 
had a comfortable fs^nily quarrei^ove 
^tfairels are easily made up-^but of 
kaoAey quarrels there h no end»«^From tiie 
moment these money (parrels conrnncnced^ 
I l)egan to hate lord £)e)acourM~before 
I^had only des{>is€d hiiil% — Yoa o«i btrnt 
fto notion to what AieftiiMis eKltaMgattfls 
#edn<resmeft. — I hiitreknown4otdDehuao«r 
^irk, and^ kH>k so' shdrlpby, 'aid leB «> 
tyany lie» • to^' ^peofiev atout^* « liiuidred 
' ififleii^-a ImiidfMi'^iMasr' Wllatf^#^ i 
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say? About tv(l«iit]r> tAi, five!*— O, mf 
degor, i cannot bear tike tfaaii|^t o£ it!«^ 
But I was going on to tell you, tliat mj 
good nnde, and aU my relations, quarrei* 
led with me for having raised myaelf, as 
they said-^bnt I said, they quarrelled witk 
me for fear I should 9sk them for dome 
of their * vilk tram/— ^Accordifigly I 
soused and ridiculed them/ one an4 all ; 
and for my pains, aH my acquaintaaoe 
said that ^ lady Delacour iras a woaaan of 
a vast deal of spirit.' 

** We wcfe r^ved from our mooef 
embarrassm^ents by the timdy deaCh of a 
rich noUeman , to whose lar^ estate mj 
lord Delacmir was heir at law. I wai tt<* 
tocdcated with the idle complimefits of all 
my acquaintance, and I endeavoured to 
OMBole myself lor misery at home» by 
gayety abroad. Ambitioiia of pleasing 
unwwnUly » I became the wcm, of slaves 
-«*^aslawtothewor]d<^Not a moment of 
my time w»s H my own di$posa]^-^ot one 
of my actiona$ X may say, not one of xaf 
thoughts^ watjoay own^r-I was oUigsd 
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to ; find' things * charming' every honr^ 
which tired me to death ; and every day 
it was the same dull round of hypocrisy 
and diffiipation. Toit wonder to hear me 
^ak in this manner, Belinda, but one 
must speak the truth sometimeis ; and this* 
is what I have been saying to Haarriot 
I'reke condnuaUy — ^continuaHy, for these 
ten years past. Then why persist in tlie^ 
fiune kind of life, you say? — ^Why, my 
dearibetatftselcoutd urot stop — i^^as fit for 
this kind of life, and folr no other*^! C(»[ild. 
not be happy* at ^fne, fw what sort of a 
companion could I have made of lord* 
SekoDur? By this> time he was^ tired of 
his horse Potato, and his horse High-* 
iier, and his horse Eclipsej and Goliah, 
and Jenny Grey, &€, and he had. 
taken to hard drinking, which soon turned. 
h|m as you see, quite into a beast. — I 
forgot to tefiyodythat I hari^dirfe diiidreii^ 
^ring the ' fii«t five years of my marru^ei. 
The first was a boy; her was bom dead ; 
and' my lord, amLaiL his odious 'CelatioBs,^ 
Uudthi^bhttoie upoifac^ bacanae ib.wo«ld 
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not be l^t prisonsr half a y^ar foyian' old 
mother o€ has^ a vile C^assamdra, who wat 
always ^ophesying, that my child would 
not be born alive^^-^My seccHid child was 
a gtrl, but a poor» diminutive^sickly thiog. 
— It was the fashion at thi^ time for finie 
mothers to suckle their own chUdreii-^so 
much the worse for the poor hrats.-^-^ine 
nurses never made fine children. There 
was a prodigious rout made about the 
matter \ a vaist deal of sentiment and sym-^ 
pathy» and compliments and inquiries; 
but after the novelty was. over, I became 
heartily sick of the business ;; and at the 
end of about three months my poor child 
was sick too — I don't much like to tmnk 
of it — it died.-^If I had put it out to 
nurse, I should have b^en thought by my 
friends an unnatural mother — but I should 
have saved it's Kfe. I should have be ^ 
waited the loss of the infismtmore, if lord 
Ddbcour's relationsr and my own had not 
made sfxfa'iamentatioas upon <the ecca- 
sion, di.at)I wa&ftuixnedk^ — ^i couldn't or 
vouldnVvshed a tear^ and I left it to the 


old dowager to pierfibrm in pol£c» as die 
wished^ the pa^ cf chief mourner, and 
to comfort herself in private, by lifting up 
her hands and eyes^ and railing at me at 
the most insen^ie of mothers* All this 
time I sii&red more than she did ; but 
that is what she shall never have the satis- 
faction of knowing. I determined, that 
if ever I had another child I would not havef 
the barbarity to nurse it myself. Accord*- 
ingly^whenmy third child^a girl, was bom, 
I sent it off immediately to the country, to 
a stout, healthy, bvoad-fiEiced nurse, imdar 
whose care it grew and flourished ; so that 
at three years old, when it was brought 
tuujc to me, I could scarcely beiieve the 
chubby little thing was my own child* 
The same reasons, which con\ iiiced me I 
Ott^ht not to nurse my own child, deter^ 
snbied me, H plus farU rauau, not to un^* 
dertake it's educatimi* Loud Deiacowr 
could not bear the child because it was 
not a boy* The girl was put under the 
care of a governess, who plagued my 
heart, out with her aimand ttftcmews W 
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^iree or Saurytsffs ; at the €iid of vAiidx 
tuaci as she turatd cmt to be lord D^^ 
€anfB ximams m iotm, I was obli^ed'^-^iii 
form«««-to beg Aq would teav^ my houses 
and I pot her puptiintQ better hands» I 
h^e, at a celefarbted actdeAoy 6^ young 
}actiiee« There she will, at any rate, be 
better instrlicted than she could be at 
bcmie.-^ beg your. pardou> my dear^ far 
this dig^esstoa on numng and schoolings 
but I wanted only to e^cpiain to you why 
k wa$, that when I was weary of the 
busineiss^ I still went On in a course of 
dissipation, Ymi see I had nothing at 
hom^, either in the sh;^ of husband or 
children^ to engage my iSetdots. l.be^ 
lieveit Was this ^ aching vdd* in my hsart, 
wUch made tae^ after lodbdng abroad some 
time for a lK>aosi foend, take such a pn>- 
€Ugious'£mcy ta Mts. Kreke. She was 
jpUA tfaencoauog into fasfa&oas-^e stsruck 
u» the. firrt. tiob^ li mipt h9t^ as being 
downnlght ttglyi^^.biit iheike was a wild 
<«ldity lA Jif^rocomuwEianee which made 
eM ilfkr^i^>havAttd}8he was^deli^bttid to 
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be stared at^-*e^6caaUy by me^-^ao we 
were mutually agreeable to each - other— «^ 
I as starer^ and she as staree. Harriot Freke 
had, without comparison, more assurance 
than any man or woman I erer ^aw. She 
was downright brass — ^but of the finest 
kind — ^Cofinthian brass--^She was one of 
the first who brought what I cdXlharum 
scm^um manners into fashson. I told you 
that she had assurance — imfiudence I 
^ould hav0 called it, for no other word is 
strong ejnough — Suich things as I have 
heard Harriot Freke say ! — You will not 
believe it ; but hei^ conversation at firi$t ab- 
solutely made m$, like an^dd fashioned 
fool, wish I had a fan to play with. But 
to my . astonishmeiiit, all x\m fMk surpri- 
singly with a set. of f^shdonable young 
men. I found it necessary to reform my 
manners. If I had not takto heart cf 
grace, and puUicly abjured the heresies 
of false delicacjf^ I should have been ex^ 
cosanmnicated — Lady De^acour '« sprightly 
elegaiKe'i^allow me to speak of fnysdf 
inth$^l$iA,whichUi§«^wiqp?per wrkers 


LADY DELACOUR^d HISTOkY. 8^ 

talk of me — Lady Delaecmr's sprightly 
elegance was but pale — not to ^y faded, 
pink^ compared with the scarlet of Mrs. 
Freke's dashing audacity. As my rival, » 
die would on certain ground have beaten . 
me hollow; it was therefore good policy 
to make her my friend. We joined 
forces, and nothing could stand against 
us. But I have no right to give myself 
credit for good policy in forming thisinti- 
macy; I really followed the dictates of. 
my heart or my imagination. There was 
a frankness in Harriot's manner^ which I' 
mistook for ardessness oi character. She 
spoke with Such unbounded freedom on. 
certain sul:gects, that I gave her credit for 
unbounded sincerity on all subjects. She 
had the talent of making the world believe 
that virtue to be invulnerable by nature, 
which disdained the common outworks of 
art for it's defence, f, amongst others, 
took it for granted, that the woman who 
could make it her sport to * touch thc^ 
brink of all we hate/ must have a stronger 
head than other people.-^ I 


cofiianeed, hotm^er, of my isii8taace.-^I 
a^ persuaded that few cantoudi tlu; bridk 
vitbout tumbling headlong cbwathepre* 
dpice — Don't aj^ly this, my d«ar, It^- 
rv%, to the person of whom we westi 
speaking. I am not base enough to be« 
ti^y her seerets, howeyer I notay have beea 
pfforcdnsd by her treachery. Ctf her cfaa*^ 
meter and history you shafi hear nothingi, 
but what tr necessary fbr siy own justtfi- 
cation. The league oTamtty between ut 
^$n» scarcely ratified^ before my knrd De« 
lacour came widi his wise remonstrating 
face, tc beg me ^ to consider wlsit waft 
due to my .own honour and Ua.'^— Like 
the ooemogony-man in the vicar of Wake* 
fields he came out over and over with 
this cant phrase, which had once stood 
him in stead. — * Do you think my lord/ 
said I, ^ that because I gave up poor Law* 
less to oblige you, I shall give up all com- 
mon sense, to suit myself to your taste ?-*< 
Harriot Freke is visited by every body but 
old dowagers and old maids. — I am neither 
an old dows^^er nor an old maidr^The con- 
sequence is obvious, my lord, ' — ^Pertness 
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t«* ygskh mf Iwd than wit r-I tberofocci 
Sttwd thr ^terliiig g<^^ wd bdrtowed 
upon him nodiiog'bttt coimteis-^I t^Uyoa 
this to 3«ve tker canrdk oi my taste and 
judgpa(ie»t«*--jByA to cctura to ay frkodshtp 
for H»ttiM Ffelnr* I^ of oiitne, itpeated 
to her «vary wovdn^iich Itad paaaad be* 
tireM mj hoslfud xod m^ She a«t 
Heroded Herod ufKmidie oocaaba ; and 
hittglied so timiv at vbat dte called my 
fbUy in pkading gutty in the Lsvleai 
casise» tbAt I was downri^t ashamed of 
mys^ and {Htrdy to ^t eve my innoeesce, 
I det^miaedy tfipoti the first coovenietot 
opportuiuty, to fenew my intimacy with 
the colcHfiel. The c^iportanify which I so 
ardently desired of redeeming tny indepen^ 
dence^ was not long wanting*— ^Lawless>. 
as- my stars (which you. know are always 
more in f^uit than ourselves) would have 
it, retufn^ just at this time from the 
contin€Sit, wb^e he had been with hb 
r^ment ; he- returned with, a wound 
across hk forebind, and a Made. Met 


whkh made him k)Ok 'gotn^tMtig more- 
laoea hero, and ten times 'flti^e fike ^ 
coxcomb> than ever. — ^^He ivas in fashion- 
at a|l. events, and amongst other ladies, 
Mrs. Luttridge-^odiottS Mrs^. Luttridge! 
smiled upon him.-^Tbe colonel, however, 
had taste ^enough to know the difference 
belweesi sin3e ami smile ; he 1^ himself' 
and his laurdb^atmy £Be€,'vanci I; carried*-: 
faun and them aboiit in triuinph. Wherever 
I virent^especiallyto Mrs«Luttridge's, envy" 
and souidal jomed haojdsi to- attack it^ 
and I in^d wondering and: whi&^eting 
wherevss I went.' I had no object in view 
but to provoke my^ husband, therefore ton- 
scious of the purity, of my intentions, it 
was my deU^t to brave the opinion of the 
wondering world. I gave myself no 
concern about the e£^t my coquetry 
might have upon the object of this flirta. 
tioa — ^poor Lawless ! — heart, I took it 
for granted, he had none-<-^how should a 
coxcomb come by a heart ? — Vanity I knew 
he had in abundance, but this gave me 
no alarm, as I thought that if it should 
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ev^^msfVe him - forget hunsdjt-*!' mean 
iorget what was due to me— 1 could^ by 
one flash of my wit, i^rike him to the 
earth, or blast him for ever. One night 

m 

we had been jogether at Mrs, Luttridge's, 
— she, amongst other good things, kept a 
faro bank — and I am convinced, cheated 
— Be that as it may, I lost an immensity 
of money, and it was my pride to lose 
with as much- gayety as any body else 
<x>uld win; so X was, or appeared to be 
in uncommonly hi^ spirits, : and Lawless 
had his share of my good humour. We 
left Mrs. Luttrjdge's together early j 
about half past one* As the colonel was 
going to hand me* to my carriage, a 
smart-looking young man, as I thought, 
^::ame up close to the coach door, and 
stared me full in the face : I was not a 
woQian to be disconcerted at such a 
thing as this,, but I really was startled 
when the young i^llow jumped into the 
xarriage^ after me: I thought he was 
mad: I had only courage enough to 
scream*—- Lawlesj$ seized hold of the 
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intnidtr to drag *lm otat, smd" 4mt fte 
dragged the yotith, e^kii»)iiig in a Ingh 
ton©--i-* Whjft is the meantug of aS this 
•fir?'^Who tfee ckvil are yoti ? — My 
name's LaM?le«s:-i-who the devH are 
you ?' The answer to t!his was a convtri- 
Acm ct laught?er. By the laugh, I knew 
it to be Harriot Freke. — • Who am f ! 
only a Freke !* cried she — ^ shzdce hands/ 
I gaVe her my hand, into the carriage 
she sprang^ and desired the cdbnel to 
follow her: Lawless lati^bed, we all 
laughed, and drove tkway. ' Where do 
you think I've been?* said -Harriot, 'in 
the gallery of the House of Commons-; 
almost squeezed to death these four 
hours; but I swore I'd hear ^hteridan's 
speech to ni^t, and I did-— Betted fifty 
guineas I would^ with Mrs. Luttridge, 
and have won*— Fun and Freke' for ever, 
huzzzV Harriot was mad with slurits, 
and $o noisy and tmmanageabie, that, aos 
I told her, I was sure she was (hrunk.*-^ 
liawless, in his silly way, laughed inces^ 
santly, and I was so taken up with her 
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oddkiesi thtt, for t&me time, I did not 

perceive we were gcHng the Lard knows 

where.; till, at la^t^whea the larum of 

Harriot's voice ceased for an instant, X 

was strisck wkh the 9tras|ge sound cf the 

tarrii^. ' Wfacore are we i Not ujpoa 

the stones, Vm 3ure;' said I; and put* 

ting my head out of the window, I saw 

sire were beyond the turnpike. — * The 

coachman's drank as wdl as you, Harrir 

otf' saidi ; and I was going to pull the 

string to stop him, but Harriot had hold , 

of it.— * The man is going very right,* 

said she, • I've told him where to go. — 

Now don't fancy that Lawless and I are 

going to run away with yoi^.—All this is 

unnecessary npw-a-days, thank God 1 *— : 

To this 1 agreed^ wd laughed for fear 

at being ridiculous.-*-** Guess where you 

are goiug^' said Harriot* — I guessed and 

guessed, but could not guess right } and 

my merry companions were infuditely di« 

verfced with my perplexity and impatience,. 

more e^^edally, as I believe, in spite of 

all my efforts i grew rather graver 
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than' usual. We went on to the end of 
Sioane-street^ and quite out df town ; «t 
last we stopped. — ^It was dark, the foot- 
man's flambeau was out^ I could only just 
see by the v lamps, that we were at the 
door of a lone, odd looking house.— -The 
house door opened, and an old woman 
appeared with a lantern in her hand. 

" Where is this farce, or freak « or what* 
ever you call it, to end ?' said I, as Har- 
riot pulled me into the dark passage along 
with her. 

^^ Alas! my dear Bdinda," isaid lady 
Delacour, pausing; "I litde foresaw 
where or how it was to end : but I am 
not come yet to the tragical part of my 
story, and as long as 1 can laugh, I will. 
—As the old woman and her miserable 
blue light went on before us, I could al<> 
most have thought of sir Bertrand, (^ of 
some German horrifications, but I heard 
Lawless, who never could help laughing 
at the wrong time, bursting behind me, 
with a sense of his own superiority. 
* ** Now you will learn- your destiny. 
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Sidy ^Maoow^ nAi' Hmm> u ja io* 

^^ ¥« ! icom /die ccidbraked Mrs. W.'-tr, 
4teimo^mxlG8der in ^rt oagic,' said I» 
Irn^hia^, ^ £ar^np«r I giuis irhenaixiiils I 
Ml. — Gdonel LMrkifis's iau^ bsske tht 
cpeH-r^Hamot Fre^, nerer whibt yon 
live etspeot to succeed in /^^ su^HtaeA-^ 
Hamot ssrareatfthe colQod,fcMribe veri* 
estspoils/i^Pidiie ;bad jesrer sem, and 9be 
^i^)0rdd to me-sf^ t^e mason be l|iugil)f 
iB^ because }1ki is a£raid of .our fm^t^g 
1^ truth of iiisD, iiiat ifie hdie^ses mt di 
ton in €Oi^isratk>n, and ik^ dei^i}> and 9II 
|:^nt.'^^l%ie pid wsomaBy wiuise cue J 
found was to be duiub, iapeaedfr .door ai 
the top o£a Jiarrow staircase, aad poiot* 
ing to a tall figure, completely enveloped 
in fur, 1^ us to our fstte. 1 .wiH not 
trouble ^u wkh a pompous >desci:piptiou 
of all tlie. ffluaunery of the -scene, my 
«baur, 'as £ despair of being able -to fii^itea 
you out 4of your i«its. I dlioidd have 
been do9»nright angry .with Harriot Freke 
lorl»inf^ng4ne to s\^h a place^ but ths^ 
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Ikif^w -women of the first fiidion had 
been with Mrs. W — ^ before us — some 
in sober sadness — some by way of frolic 
#^--So as there was no fear of being ridiciju 
loos, there was no shame^ you know^ and 
lay conscience was quite at ease. Har* 
riot had no c(»isdence> so she was always 
at ease; and never more so than in male 
ittire, which she had been told became 
her jparticuhrly.' I^e supported the cha«> 
iacter of a young rake with suA spirit 
and truth, that I am sure no conunon 
conjurer could have discovered any. thing 
feminine about her* She rattled on with 
a set of noDSendcal questions ; and among 
other things, she asked^ ^How soon wiA 
lady Dehuxnur marry again after her lordls 
death?' 

^^i^ wiH nev^ marry after her lord^ft 
death/: answered the oracle. «i^ ^ Theor 
99i^ will marry dinring his life time/ sadd 
Harriot^ — * True^' answered the orackr- 
-^Colonel Lawless laughed; I wa^ an* 
gry ; and the colonel would have been 
quiet, for he was a gentleman, but tJnoiao, 
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was no sudi thing* as managing* Mfsl 
I^ke, who, tfak)ugh she had hid arid^ 
the modesty-of her own sex^ had not ac^ 
quired the decency of tlie other. — ^ Wha 
is to- be lady Dda^rV second hut? 
band ? ' cried jdie. ^ You^tt ^ not dknA 
any of the present compltiiy by naming 
the man.' — ' Her second' husband I 
cannot name;' replied the orade, *bat 
let her beware of a Lawless lover/ Mrs* 
Freke and colonel Lawless, encouragCMl 
by her, tritsmphed over me without meiw 
cy; I may say, without shame !<«—Wdt 
my dear, I am in a hurry to have done 
mrkh all this : though I * doaud ufum 
filly ^ yet I was terrified at the thoughts 
of any tlung worse. The idea of a di- 
vorce, the public brand of shamefol Mie^ 
shocked me, in spite of sdl my resd and all 
my assumed levity. O that I had, at thtg 
instant, dared to be n^e^l Bat my fear 
ofrictoile was greater than my fear of 
vice, <~ * Bless me, my dear lady Ddia« 
cour,' whi^)ered Harriot, as we left th» 
house, ^ what can make you in such » 
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4«9erate hmwy to get hcdse ?*«rY(iu 
apd fiii^«t-i-<Mie would think you hid 
Bffyet jsj^tiip a B%]Mt beterein yiMor life^-^ 
j[ 990% Mieve 7011 m» a&ald to timt 
3l9i^6tf with m^^'^^Whidi of us are you 
fftaM of; JUwkw^ or jBafi» or your&lf^ 
^32bef e iffiuML dxMie >of aontempt an tlac 
fast wmabi wihlch piqued file to the 
jj^uiok ; aadf hofwever strange itiUiiay aaeoi^ 
Jtwis nowaBxkmsonlyto cosnoiiQe Har« 
idot^thiKtJ wasnota&aid of myself-^fifdBe 
jilMtieflMdeineAa, asffllnd no.^fauie 
r-*-li^ou '^Rwdd not supect me of knoifviiig 
•By'thiagiof jfakenhame^ hot depend tip** 
i«ric, my dtear, maay^ isiio appear to hasve 
•Sffnuchsiauiraiiceas I dian^^ are aecxMl^. 
itfs sto\».t^I moralize^ bccaas^s I saai come 
toapaartfl&inystory, ^itSbi xL ahouhi.dk 
Ifiott i>e. :glad to (imh>*«-4>ut 1 pMoiiecd 
you^thatiherejsfaDuld be no sin itf QDfu»> 
$k0i. it teas light, but not broadidayl^t, 
i«hen we got Jbo tKmgfat^iadge. jihaArlen 
eueouraged, CarHcamiatldeBfr it, -byoche 
\tsiiAy9i my naanner, as well as of Ifor- 
lioC'ii, ^as in hi^io* and moce £wniKar 
spirits than I ever saw. him. — ^Mrs. Frek^ 


dcaind^i^tosetlierdowiaf M her sister V, 
wbofii^inGrcxs^merPIace.-^I did so, 
mA I beg yoa to believe, tintt I waif 
m aa agony to get: fid of my cdond! 
it the saitie dme; bttf .yoa knoir, I 
cffsUt nok^ befera Harrot FVeke^ sd^- 
lately ssy.to him~^G^ ootF-^hMeed^ 
tOfc t«UtJiiiigs.ai.tiiey ifinere,ktiM scatttely 
fttMble tti gBt» by my manmr, that I 
mtt under «iy* ani^ciy^^ acted my* part 
Ml wcU^ car 09 iik«- ^te* Ifivrriot fMte 
jvwyedcMltoi thstitad^ a <SDdL crowed 
iatkeareftdFlwrMMrV hoaeei ^ Tliem? 
cried Harsaot^ ^ do yau hear the coole 
€ro«» bdy tMacaiir?*^>-«^N9ar itl^ to be 
hfipedyeiiirfearof gDbliil8^iaovef^---ebe I 
manUbs^ ka so croe^ as feo leai^ tte 
fBttOj dear sdl ak»e«'-^^ ^ alone/ aH« 
swaied l«^ your ftieod the eokmel ia 
MUchoUagedtoyou fw nakiag nobody 
^ hinu'-^^Jfy friend tiie. coIomV 
vdiispend Harrkt^ kaaiBg frith lier b^d 
vaaraliae antia fetdsd upc»ft the teach 
doQT"-^^ My friend the cotonel is mueh 
oUigjedtome^ Tm a«re^ forr^n^anfbarisg 


toid'db j»t fiow# that yoii ami he are— ^ 
orarcl^'to tfo — one and the same persoir; 
So M^en I ssdd-I Mt yete alone; I was not 
^ilty oi^ a >idl, ^ma I V^^l hoA the gra&e 
to be h^sQTtilf adiaine(A of this -^{jeech} 
tod calted Hoitt in titter^ cotifodcm-^^ to 
Bep^egr S^fpuoe^.^Bi^'wlLere 'shall I stst 
your dowB^ ' €Ol<meI ? —« Harriot; good 
taomiDg'-i-db&'t forget yoE are in nfian'si 
djDth^/^^I did not daire to repeat the 
^^sti(m<^Vwhefe8batt I set ytm down 
colonel f^ at this insiant, becaose (Btrriot 
gayenik^mKh an sffcfa sneering look, as 
much as to say— 'SdH a&aid of youiseif !-^ 
We drove on-~rm persuaded that the 
confusion' which, id spite of all my efforts^ 
broke through my aflPected 'levity, encou* 
«rag$d Lawless, who was natui^Uy a cox- 
comb and a focd, to befiete that I wafe 
actually liiS'-^-elSe he never could have 
\feen so insolmt*— In short, my des^ bei* 
ibre we had got through the turnpike gate, 
I was downright obliged to say^ to him — 
"Get out!*— which I did with a dqgree 
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[igiiatioiii tint qppte «loualMBd'Uni. • 
— He iiiUtteped sometime about facfict 
knowing tb^ ntimia^-^iid I owQ»:dMiq^ 
I. went aff;iHdtii.:flyiag €0kiui9» I iMretlf 
Uain6dai)QMifas]Qadi»I ^JUm^ and 
IfalaaMd.Hkniofc.9V»:e. than t did estber* 
-^I^mAr ^thfinest day.as mm as I 
couldj jto^coQwlt^Jier. c Sh«e3q[K«88ediii€h 
astoiiiahiiieiit^ . aad a> nmch ooMeni» at 
duscataatirophf^ of Qur flint's frc^ aad 
Uamed litrself with 8Q many oatba^ and 
execrated Lai;i^leis for a cdixcomb m 
much to the. ease and: 8atb£u:don of mf 
consdeqce^that I waa confinned in mf 
goodofanionof her» and indeed felt for 
herthe most Uvdyafifectton and esteem— 
foir observe^ with me esteem ever fioUowed 
a&cticm^ instead of aflSxtion foUowii^ 
esteem.-^Wo be to all^ who in morals 
]tf ^[losterously put the cart before the 
horse 1 — Butto piteeed with my history — 
aU £i8hionable; historians stop to make 
reflections, suf^postBig that no one else can 
have the sense to make any. My tsuemd 
friend agreedwitb me^ that it wwdd be 

F4 


hmiiiobiAi^fsa^cmB^mtA ttr ImkIi 

]ttf» iir 'ttdv best: <^wify ifMnlh^ . widnmk 

^if«ill]bt«rlo«ft# '£he .rablj oflfence^ cbtuse 
il» pian(i6«ial4»aoe faii psbUb^Jimbii be 

£agluif: .36001190% and J* ^niy ^UMJi 'woidtf 
be cdnmnrjr to die levidtntf dJKslat^df pnu^ 
«tiSccM-bvd;tas# . i cbntd ^w^t tMti^mh 
tfUimt cdkimg of hnrii Ditactsir^ to coll 
laVllbflioit^Thi^ JcQ0i4 ilot^te «fftlKioe 
adciio#ladj{tog.tb6tti& baa^ 

Ib tfa& iHgkty OR ^Dt^sGmhig me. above i6r 
bmmt^md my mttii^ Miicheki fktase I 
dresited to hedcr ibi^ the ninety-iim^ timef 
besAde9^ kxtd Ddbccwf trsi t^' ksfc qnai 
» the wdrici I should him chdsdik^lr mf. 
ktig^t-^^hm^ iiiihMl% fad#»4i»f bid 
M(Bealde$^ <11 thiiqid ogtuMnred, Idkoo^t 
fefaeWfat^leitoryaiightAOt tdlsow^iisthe 
m)rld for nl^3 tell it irbkh waf I would 
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i^^We tliefdfore agreed, that it woufd be 
iOQfit e^ipe^ent to liold our tongnes. W« 
took it for granted, that Lawless wornld 
hdd his* a»d as for my people, they knew 
fiPlhiDg, I thought, or if they did, I 
w^ wre ^ them. How the thing got 
abroi^j I could not at the time conceive, 
though now I am well acquainted wkh the 
ba^ei^ss aiyl treachery of the womsui I 
faUed my friend.-^The affair was known 
aiui t^od of every where the next day> 
and the story was told especially at odious 
Mrs, JLuttridge'S) with such exaggera* 
tioBs as drove me almost mad.'-^I was en* 
i^iged, tnconceivably Araged with Law* 
kss, from whom I imagined the repoAS 

or^imtted. 
*^ I was venting my indignatioii against 

higa in a room foil of company , where I 
had |ust made my story good, wh^n ^ 
gentleman, to whom I wa§ a stranger^ 
came in breathless, with the news that 
colonel Lawless was killed in a di;el by 
, tord JJelacour — that they were carrying 
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him home to his mothers, and that the 
body was just gcing by the door.— The 
jcompany all crowded to the windows im- 
lAediatdy, and I was left standing alone, 
till I could stand no longei". — What was 
said or done after this, I do not remem- 
ber—*! only know, that when I came to 
myself, the most dreadful sensation I ever 
experienced was, the certainty that I had 
the blood of a fellow creature to answer 
for — I wonder," said lady Delacour^ 
breaking off at this part of her history, 
and rising suddenly,—" I wonder what is 
become of Marriott? — surely it is time 
for me to have my drops. — ^Miss Portman, 
have the goodness to ring, for I tmiit have 
something immediately" — Belinda was 
terrified at the wildness of her manner. — 
Lady Delacour became more composed^ 
or put more constraint upon herself, at 
the sight of Marriott— Marriott brought 
from the closet in her lady's room the 
drops, which lady Delacour swallowed 
with precipitation.— Then she ord«tred 


• LADT D£LACOX7S.'8 HISTORY. 107 

co&e, and afterward chassecaf^, and at 
last^ turning to Belinda with a forced 
smile, she said-* 

*' Now shall the princess Scheherazade 
go on with her story ?'* 
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CHAl^R IV. 


JLADY DEJLACOVE'S HWTORY- 
CONTINUED. 


« I LEFT off with the true skill of a 
good storyteller, at the most interesting, 
part — a duel — ^and yet, duels are so com- 
mon now, that they are really vulgar inci- 
dents. 

** But we think that a duel concerning^ 
ourselves must be more extraordinary 
than any other. We hear of men being: 
shot in duels about nothing every day, 
so it is really a weakness in me to think ' 
so much about poor Lawless's death, as- 
Harriot Freke said to me at the time. — 
She expected to see me show sorrow in 
fiublic-^hvX very fortunately for me, she 
roused my pride— which was always 
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stroafer than my reMQaj Ind I behaved 
myself upon the occasion ais becanie a 
fine kdy.-*— There \vere something, howt 
ever, I coVild^ hardly stand. ^^ You most 
know that Lawless fool and ooxconib as 
he Wi8» had some magnanimity^ and 
showed i^-*-as-8ome people do from whom 
it is least expected-— on his deathbed. The 
last wordfr be s»d» were ^ lady Delaconr 
i$ innocent — I charge you don't prosecute 
tord Ddaopur/-^-This he said to his mo* 
dier— who^-*to odmi^ete my mi9er/*'--4s 
GfMb of the most respectable women , in 
Ei^^d^' and was most desperately fond 
of Lawless^ ^ho was an only son, — ^She 
never has recovered his lo$s.-^Do ynu^ 
reotember asjcmg. ni^e who a tail dderiy 
Ikdy in mourning "wtis^ that you saw geb- 
tmg into her* carriage one day^ at Soncb 
Audley^street $hapell^ as we passed by in 
our way to the patk ? r~That was lady 
Lawless — ^I beUe^s^ I didn't answer you 
at the time.— i mett her every now and 
then — to me a spectre of dbmay. — ^But 
as Harri<^ Freke said^. <:ertaunly sudi % 
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man as poor Lawless was a useless being 
in society, however he may be regretted 
by a doatin'g mother. — ^We should see 
things in a pbilosophicai light if we can.—* 
I should apt have suffered half as much as 
I did^ if he had been a man of a stronger 
understanding ; but he was a poor, vain, 
weak creature, that I actually drew on 
and duped with my own coquetry, whilst 
all the time I was endeavouring only to 
plague lord Delacour. — I was punished 
enough by the airs his lordship doubly 
gave himself, upon the strength of his 
valour and his judgment-^ they roused me 
completely — and 1 blamed him with all 
my might, and got an enormous party of 
my friends, I mean my acquaintance^ 
to, run him down full cry, for having 
iottght for me-^It was absurd — It was 
rash *r^ It was want of proper confi* 
dence in his wife; thw v^e said : -«• lord 
Delaccmr had his partizans, it is true, 
amongst whom the lotidest was odious 
Mrs. Luttridge. I embraced the first op<* 
portunity I met with of retaliation. — ^Tou 
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must know that Mrs. Luttiidge, be»de 
being a great £uro-player, was' a great 
dabbler in politics ; for s&e was almost 3i 
fond of power as of money : she talked 
loud and fluently, and had, somehow or 
other, partly by intriguing, partly by rela- 
tionship, connected herself with some of 
the leading men in parliament. — There 
was to be a contested election in our 
county ; Mr. Luttridge had a good estate 
there next to lord DelacOur*s, and being 
of an ancient family, and keeping a good 
table, the Luttridges were popular enough* 
—At the first news of an election, out 
comes a flaming advertisement from Mr. 
Luttridge ; away posted Mrs. Luttridge 
to begin lier canvas, and away posted 
lady Delacour after her, to canvas fmr a 
cousin of Harriot Freke's. — ^This was a 
new scene for me ; but I piqued myself 
on (he versatility of my talents, and I laid 
myself out to please all the squires, and, 
what was more difficult, all the squires* 
ladies in *****shire. I was ambitious to 
have it said of vpe^ ^ that I waathe finest 
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%lircr thftft evtr appeared upon a canvsm/ 
...^ ye *♦*#* shirebiw^ how hard did I 
iHTCMrk to obtain /our praise !-^AIl that the 
ecioibined force of vanity and hatred dDiild 
inspire^ I performed, and with Sttcces9; 
You hs^ve but little curiosity, I pnresuine; 
to know how many hogsheads of porf 
went down the throat of John Bull, or 
how many hecatombs were oflfered up to 
die genius of English liberty. My 
hatred to Mrs. Luttridge ytxs, of course^ 
caUed loye oi diy country. Lady Delar- 
0Our was deified by aU true patriots — and^ 
hickily, a hancteome legacy 1^ me for my 
spirit, by an wide who died six week9 
before, the electiofi» enabled us to sustaitt 
fbe expense of »y apotheosis — ^The day 
of^election came — Harriot Freke and I 
.made our appearance on the hustings^ 
dressed in splendid party uniforms ; and 
before us, our kn^hts and squires held 
two encrflBous panniers fuU of ribands and 
cockades; which we distributed with a 
grace that won al hearts, if not all votes. 
-^Mrs« Luttridge thqugfat the paraiieni' 
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W0iit4 cony thd^efedtioK-) and^lMbmiki 
sbe seat. off a»«ds{MPedEr>fcr atpBitf of poiimcars*'' 
tmce » br^in^ouctil i tofili dw Qi)^ 
p^odi^ and .dsemr ai. cudttlvre of iki ^m' 
and bar fmmkrs ; / ivroie ';iii ^griim atf 
doe bottom ^ h f i&xfd tbe ^grstivand' 

half ^*^**iaB9«^« tbk tmsef t^rd as M($ 
sn inqirompltH' uiualijr ^ ^md the^dlfttw^' 
in^ was not inbc^ iikti(rtIIaI](the•'^€?«' 
.iilg; bim tke ^(na( fot/if 6i& ite ^riniiO* sy|)--' 
plied att mgy SeftdobtuMfy mA ti^w K^ 
BioFe ^nnse beBtChMft upw^ ^^ f^n aS 
Biiijkiey or tbie pwaf ofJ(i«f»fildi^^ thin 
was IsvMied'Upofi me Iby" ftif boiiese 
fidbnds.^^My desB? Be&ida, ^ you wiU* 
BCft qaarM wkb tbd cpiciHff , you may 
Uaw wkst cpiamtky of prakle you please. 
-^Mrs* ' Luttridgft ad I hoped and eit- 
pectedt was beyond measure efiraged at 
the ^gfat of the caricature atkl ^gram. 
-^he was^ beiide 4>tfing a gamester and 
a foUtiCiaa-*^what do you think ? — an 
exoillent ^hot I— Sh0 wished, die said, to 
be a b^y that she might be qualified to 
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takfi^ proper ootiQe of my con^uct-^The 
8Mne. Jkiiid. firiends "iirl^ her my 

«^gr9in) repeated to .me Iter ob8ecvatib& 
VifQn it Hu^iot Treke wzs at my elbow; ; 
9»d ofl^red to tdke any nmsage Iim^kit. 
ibipk pjri>{)e9r tp M]:s,Xutt]idg€» I scsirce- 
ty tliOYighfr her ia eacnest, till she 'added, 
that tbe: aiHy way left, nowadays^ fcir a 
womui tp disttogutsli herself, was by 
spirit i^ aa every thing else was gro^n 
\ cheap and vulgar ia. the eyes of men/-^ 
That she knew one of the deyerest young 
men in Eoglandj and. a man of &shioa 
into the bargam, who was just < going to 
publish a treatise ^ upon. the Ftqprietyr 
and Necessity of Female Duelling^' and 
that h^ k^d deOMnstrated beyond a possi- 
bility of doubt, that dviUzed sodety could 
QOt exist jialf .^ century longer without 
this necesi^ry im{Mroveinent« I had pror 
digious deference for the . omsculin^ isupe**. 
riority, asi,! thought it, of ^sprriot'si un- 
derstanding. iShe vTds % phUos(^her, a^d 
a fine ^y^^rl was only, a fiiie lady — I. had 
nev^C filed a pbtol in qiy life.; and I wa& 
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m little indined to cowiKdiGe y Mt H«M 
riot: offered to bet any vrager upon the 
steadiness of my hand, and assured . me 
that I should charm all beliolders in male 
attire — ^In short, as my second, in Would 
furnish her with proper credentials, she 
wore she would unctertake to furnish m^ 
with dothes^ and pistcris, and courage^ 
and every thing I wanted*-^ sat down to 
J>en my diallenge. When I was writm^ 
it, my hand did not tremble nmcA — ^not 
more than my lord Ddacour's always does. 
Hie challenge was very prettily worded—^ 
1 believe I can repeat it. 

^ Lady Dela(k>ur present her compli* 
menls to Mrs. Luttri^^ — she is informed 
that Mrs. L.«-— - widies she were a man, 
that she might be qualified to take firofter 

notice of lady D 's conduct. Lady 

Delacour begs leave to assure Mrs. Lut^ 
tridge, that though she has the misfor* 
tune to be a woman, she is willing to 
account for her conduct, in any manner 

Mrs. L may think proper-—and at 

any hour and place she may s^point. 
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l;sdy D' -' " lwre$ the choke of thm 
weapons ta Mnk L --< — • Mrsu. H« Irdcr* 
wko bas^ the honouar of preBtnttxig^ tbii 
iHit0) is hdy Delacoai^s jW^M? upon tfa^ 
dceasfom' 
'^ I csumot n^peur Mrs# liittridge'ii ao- 
pff^t ; all I k&ow k^ it w» not half at 
aeatly wofdod » mjr note ;.biit tide as* 
^nfkrt ^f of k ttso^. th^t sbe araapMi 
my* challearge teiijr^ filetm^Kr and ^diooW 
do hersaif t&e bononroC maadttg aae ai 
lUx o'dack* the mad^ tjioiadng-^^tlat ans 
HotKnor O'tkady wovtd tie Imt /rmi/ vfv 
on the occasion— and that pistoia were 
tike tvieapons dte preferred^ Tbe place of 
sqppomtnieiit ii^a» btMtid aa dd kan^ 
about two milea from the town ef ****** 
The hour \ras fixed to be early ui tke 
nnorning) to prevent s^ probability of in* 
terruption*. . in the evening, Havriot and 
I rode 'to the ground** There were a^ve« 
ral btiUeta sticking in the posts of dkr 
bam : — ; this was the place where Mi^ 
Luttridge had been accuston^ed^to esast* 
cise bcaseif ia filling at« mark* I owar 
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«if vc^BJOige ^ (Kisie^l out' a H£tle At th» 
aight -^ Tbe diil^ d^ J&odidRHiCMlt^ I 

becpw9i^ if l^y dsred/ "Biere seeoMd 
fifd me toibe «p pbyvical, aodkss moral 
nMesrftjr /or i9i|r %htmg this : dtt^ but I 
iid not v:enta»ve to neaMB on a ipcunt of 
ImiQiir vAtb mf ^spirited seoond. I hnu 
iffadoQd to Harriot moat magnammousfy $ 
tot at mgfat^ (wlicoi JMbwript i»as undress 
liog 4iie» I^Muld AQt iaaeboar ^giving bc^* a 
kkii^ ^/kkk !l thwght migM ttend ^o pre* 
mrve t&e .ldbbg''S pesuse, and the .peace c£ 
tibe t:QiiDty. I wwt to the^gcouad in the 
ndsmiigpin good ^pu^stamd with a sale 
conactatice. Hamot ^Kisas in adsm^afioa 
^my ^slioa-pofft?' and to xlo her justice, dbe 
Gondndied herself' with gr^at coobess i]|>«> 
en tbe occafflon ; btitlhen it may be oh- 
aerxred, that it was I who mras to stand 
fire, smd not she. I thought of poor 
Law^liess.a biMipn of times .ai ieastt .as we 
were going to tibe ground ; madi luid my 
presentiments, and* my confused notiona 
of poetic justice '-*^i)ttt poetic justice^ 
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and all other sorts of justice, wdnt deaf 
dut of my head, when I saw my anta- 
gonist and her Mead actually pistol in 
hand, waiting for us t they were both 
in mesk's dothes. — I secretly called 
upon the name of Marriott with fer- 
vency, and I kx^Led rbund with more 
anxiety than ever filuebeard's wife, or 
< Anne, sister AntoeT looked to see if 
any body was coming : hothmg was to be 
seen, but the grass blown by the wind 
— No Marriott to throw hersdf touif 
iphr^e between the combatants — no 
peace officers to bind us over to our good 
behaviour —^ no defiverance at hand**— 
and Mrs. Luttridge, by all the laws of 
honour, as ch^ehged, was to have the 
&E9t shot -— ^Oi those laws of honour ! — 
I was^ tip&i tfacP pbitit of making an apo- 
lagy^ ki' spile ^ 'them. all, ^^len, to my 
iites^^ible ^j^i' I was relieved irom the 
di^adbfliP^teriKlti^e of being shot through 
the^besid, ^^ of becoming a laughing- 
stode&r l^e^ %y^an inddent^ less heroic 
I'V gmnt 76urthtm opportune. — ^Butyou 
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shall have the wht)Ie scene, as wdl as I 
can recollect it-^as well — for those who, 
for the first time, go in to a field of battle, 
do not, as I am credibly informed, and 
internally persuaded, • always find the 
clearness: of their memoiies improved . by 
the novelty of their situation. Mrs^Lut-^ 
tridge, wh^n we came up, was leaning, 
.with a truly mattiaL .nc^ligeno^, against 
the wall of the b^fn, w|t|i ber pistol, as I 
told you> Iq h^ hafUdr .iShe spoke not 
a word^ but her Second, miss Hosiour 
O'Grady, advance towards us inunedi* 
ately^ and taking off h^ hat very man* 
&U)r, adck^sed heradf to my second*--^ 
^ Mistrins Harriot Freke, I presume, if 
I mistake sotZ-^Jtlarriot bowed slightly^ 
and answered—*' Miss ifenonr O'Gradyj 
I prfsume^ if I mistake not^' — * Tb^ ^une 
at your s6ryice,Vreplied miss Honottr.*— ^I 
have a, few words to suggest, that may* 
save a great deal of noise^ md Uoodabed^ 
and iUw3U' — ' As to noise,' said Hanriot^ 
^ it is a thing in which I delight, there^ 
fore> I beg thsit mayn't be spared on my 
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aiCf^oippt; as tp l^loodsis^d^ I bcjg th^t 

itt^jr 19^ %e ^ared on lady DdU^f:o]ar*s 9,^:- 

<owit, fcBT'l^er ;h(9poiir9 1 9m sure, b deader 

to lier tji^n lieer Nlood; ^d is io tU \i^ 

I ahoald be concerned to have that sailed 

vcm 'Mrs. . Luttndge's accouiit, as we ail 

know it is the xhing m which she de- 

•ligfate^^ey^nnKp^e than I do m noise^ or 

lady Delacour in hlood t- — ^but pray fro^ 

Hceedvin^isp tkmourO^rady; you have a 

fow words t^ sHgge^.' — ^ Yes, 1 would 

iwflfifBgly dbdecve, as it is my duty to roy 

firmci/Mly -^did^Mfmour^ 'that one, "whO 

is coin|)eHed ^ face a pistd with her . left 

4iasui, chough ever so good a shot natu^ 

^raUtfy is by fio Dneans on a footing vAxh 

^m whoiias jdie^ advantage q£ her right 

(l^ufui/ Harviot rid^d my pistol with 

tlw^oe^Je of-her::Co»t, -and I^ ^pecovetiiig^ 

«ny-.wit mth my' hot)es of heing witty 

fvith ittipuQ^, answered — ^^Unquas^ 

^kionablyt«^^kii handed wisdom and left^ 

JbahdeB oMirage are neither of them the 

^vf besft of 4;heir kinds, but we^must con^ 

tent ou]:isdv^ with th^m, if we .can hai^ 
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no other. ' That ifj cried Honour O'Gra- 
djr, ' is not, like most of the family of the 
ifs^ a peace mak^r. My lady t)elacour, 
I was going to observe, that my principal 
has met with an unfortunate accident In 
the shape of a whitlow on the fore-finger 
of her right hand, which incapacitates her 
from drawing a trigger j but I am af your* 
service, ladies, either of you, that caii^f 
put up with a disappointmeiit with goo^ 
humour/ — I never, during the whole 
course of my existence, was more dis- 
posed to bear a disappointment with good 
humour^ to prove that t was incapable of 
bearing malice; and, to oblige the se- 
ccmds^ _for form sake, I agreed that we 
should take our ground, and fire our pis- 
tols into the air — Mrs: Luttridge, with 
her left-handed wisdom, fired first — and 
I, with great magnanimity, followed her 
example. — I must do my adversary's se- 
cond, miss Honour O'Grady^ the justice 
to observe^ that in this whole affair she 
conducted herself not only with the spirit, 
but with the good nature and generosity 
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chaiacterisdc ci her nation — ^Wc met «ms-^ 
nues and parted friends. 

« life is a tra^comedy ! — ^Though the 
critics will aflow of no such thing in their 
books, it is a true representation of what 
passes in the world j and of all lives, 
mine has been the most grotesque nux- 
ture, or alternation, I should say, of tra- 
gedy and comedy.— All this is a-propos 
to something I have not told you yet. 
— Thb comic duel ended tragically for 
me—* How ?'— you say— Why, 'tis dear 
that I was not shot through the head ; 
but it would have been better, a hun- 
dred times better for me, if I had j I 
should have been spared, in this life at 
least, the torments of the damned— I was 
not used to primbg and loading— my 
pistol was overcharged— when I fired, it 
recoiled, and I received a blow on my 
breast, the consequences of which yoa 

have seen, 

«* The p«pi was nothing at the moment 
compared wUh what I have since expe- 
rienced-^But I wiU not complain till I 
cannot avoid it-I had not, at the time I 
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recAved'the blow, much leisure for lameil-^ 
tation ; for I had scarcely discharged my ' 
pistol, when we heard a loud shout on 
the other side of the barn, and a crowd 
of town*s people, country people, and 
haymakers, came pouring down the lane 
towards us with rakes and pitchforks in 
their hands.^ — ^An English mob is really a 
formidable thing. — Marriott had misma- 
naged her business most strangely — she 
had, indeed, spread a report of a duel — a 
female dud — but the untutored sense of 
propriety amongst these rusticks was so 
shocked at the idea of a duel fought by 
women in men's clothes^ that I verily b^^ > 
lieve they would have thrown us into the 
river with all their hearts— Stupid block- 
heads 1 I am convinced that they would 
not have been half so much scandalized if 
we Had boxed in petticoats — ^The want of 
thtese petticoats had nearly proved our de- 
struction, or at least our disgrace — z 
peeress, after being diibked, could never 
have held her ' head above water again 
with any grace.-^lhe mob had just closed * 
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round us, crying* ' shame ! shame ! shame ! 
-^duck 'em, — duck 'em — gentle or simple 
—-duck *em — duck 'em' — ^when their at* 
tention was suddenly turned towards a 
person, who was driving up the lane a 
large herd of squeaking, grunting pigs, — 
The persoi^ was clad in splendid regi- 
mentals, and he was armed with a long 
pole, to the end of which hung a bladder, 
and his pigs were frightened, and they ran 
squeaking from one side of the road to the 
other ; and the pigrdriver in regimentals, 
in the midst of the noise^ could not with- 
out difficulty m^ike his voice heard; but at 
last he was. understood to say, that a bet 
of a hundred guineas depended upon his 
being able to keep these pigs, a head of a 
flock of tuitie^ that ware following them, 
and he begged the mob to give him and 
his pigs f«ur pto.— At tjhe- news , of this 
w^er, and at thei. sight of t^e gentleman 
turned pig-driver, the mob were in rapi* 
tures, and, ^t the sound of his voice,, Har- 
riot Frek.e immediately exclaimed — * Cla- 
rence Heryey ! — ^By all that's luc^y 1' 
** Qarence Hervjgy !'* interrupted Be- 
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ttnda. ' " Chrence Hervey, my dear," 
said lady Delacour, coolly — ^ he can do 
every thing you know! even drive pigs, 
better than any body eke—but let me 
go on. 

*• Harriot Freke shouted in a stentorean 
voice, which actually made your pig-driver 
start : she expired to him in French 
our distress^ and the cause of it. Clarence 
was, as I suppose you have c&covered 
long ago, * that deverest young man in 
England^ who had written on the pro* 
priety and necessity of female duelling.*^— 
He answered Harriot in French — ^ To 
attempt your rescue by force would be 
vain — ^but I will do better, I will make a 
Aversion in your favour.* — ^immediately 
our hero, addressing himself to the sturdy 
feflow who held me in custody, exelaioi- 
ed— * Huzza, my boys \ (Md England ffer 
ever ! Yonder comes a Frenchmail with a 
flock of turkies. My pigs will beat them 
for a hundred guineas. — Old England for 
ever, huzza T 

«' As he spoke, the French officer, trilth 
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whom Clarence Hervey had laid the 
wsLger, appeared at the turn of the lane — 
his turkies half flying — half hobbling up 
the road before him.-^The Frenchman 
waved a red streamer over the heads of 
his flock — Clarence shook a pole, from the 
top of which hung a bladder full of beans. 
The pigs grunted — ^the turkies gobbled, 
and the mob shouted-— eager for. the fame 
of Old England, the crowd fuUowed Ga- 
rence with loud acclaxpations. — f The 
French officer was followed with groans 
and hisses.— ^o great was the confusion, 
and so great the zeal of the patriots, that 
even the pleasure of ducking the female 
duellists was forgotten in the general en- 
thuinasmsT-All eyes and all hearts were in- 
tent upon the race— ^and now the turldes 
|;ot foremost-— and now the p%s. — But 
when we came within ttght of the horse- 
pond, I heard one man cry — ' don't forget 
the ducking/ — ^How I trembled ! but our 
knight shouted to hb followers — ^ For the 
love of old En^and, my brave bojrs, keep 
between my pigs and the pond— if our pigs 
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see the water they^ll run to it^ and Eng- 
land's undone/ 

*^ The whole fury of the mob was bf 
this speech conducted away from us.--— 
^ On, on^ my boys, into town, to the mar* 
ket-place; whoever gains the market- 
place first, wins the day.* — Our general 
shook the rattling bladder in triumph, over 
the heads of ^ the swinish multitude,* as 
we followed in perfect security in his train 
into the town. 

^^ Men, women, and children, crowded 
to the windows and doors. — * Retreat 
into the first place you can,* whispered 
Clarence to us ; we were dose to him«-— 
Harriot Treke pushed her way into a 
milliner's shop, I could not get in after 
her, for a £nghteiied pig turned back sud- 
denly, and almost threw me down. Clsu 
rence Hervey caught me, and favoured my 
retreat into the shop. But poor Clarence 
lost his bet by his gallantry. Whilst he 
iiras manoeuvering in my favour, the tur- 
iues got several yards ahead of the pigs, 
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and reaching the market-place first^ Von 
the race. 

** The French officer found great diflS- 
culty in getting safe out of the town ; but 
Clarence represented to the mob, that he 
was a prisoner on his parole^ and that it 
would be unlike Englishmen, to insult a 
prisoner.— Sq he got off without being 
peltedx and they both returned in safety 

to tjhe shouse of general Y^ , where 

they were to dine, and where they enterr 
tained a large party of officers with the 
^ccQunt of this adventure. 
^ ** Mrs. Preke and I rejoiced in our 
escap^ and we thought that the whole 
business was now over — but ip this we 

were mistaken* The news of our dueL 

. • • « , ^ 

which had spread in the town^ raised such 
a^ uproar as had never been heard, even 
at the, noisiest election. — ^Would you be- 
lieve it ?.The fate of the election turne^ 
upon this duel.-^The common people, 
one and all,, declared^ that they would not 
vote either for Mr. Luttridge or Mr. 
Freke^ because as how — ^But I need not 
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repeat aB the platitudes that they said, ~ 
In short, neither ribands nor brandy could 
bring them to reason. With true Engfish 
pig-headedness, they went every man of 

• 

them and polled for an independent can- 
didate of their own choosing, whose wife, 
fcursooth, was a proper behaved woman. 
^« The only thing I had to console me 
for all this,, was Clarence Hervey'iJ o|rtnion, 
Aat I looked better in man's clothes, 
than my friend fiarriot Freke. — Clarence 
was charmed with my spirit and grace, 
but he had not leisure at that time to 
attach himself seriously to me, or to any 
thing. — He was then, I guess, about 
nineteen or twenty; he was all vivacity, 
presumption, and paradox ; he was en- 
thusiastic in support of his opinions, but 
he was at the same time the most candid 
man in the world ; for there was no set 
of tenets .which could be called exclu- 
sively his ; he adopted in liberal rotation 
every possible absurdity, and- to do him 
justice, defended each in it's turn with the 
most ingenious arguments that could be 
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devised, and with a flow of words wluck 
eharmed the ear if not the sense* -^ Hii 
essay on fentiale duelUng was a most ex- 
traordinary performance ; it was handed 
about in manuscript till it was worn out, 
he talked of publishing it, and dedicating 
it to me. However, this scheme, amongst 
a million of others, he talked rf^ but never 
'put into execution. — Luckily for him^ 
many of his follies evapcMrated in words. — 
I Saw but little either of him or his follies 
at this dme. — All I know about him is, 
that after he had lost his bet of a hundred 
guineas, as a pig-driver, by his knight- 
errantry in rescuing the female duellists 
from a mob, he wrote a very charming 
copy ' of verses upon the occasion ; and 
that he was so much provoked by the 
stupidity of some of his brother officers, 
who could not Imderstand the verses, that 
he took a disgust to the army, and sold 
his commission. He set out upon a tour 
to the continent, and I returned with Har- 
riot Freke to London, and forgot the exist- 
tence 4)f such a person as Clarence Herv^y 
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for ibxte or fbor yesurs. — ^Unless people 
pan be of some use, or unless they are 
actually fMresopt, let them be ever so 
agreeaUe or meritorious, we are very apt 
to forget them. — One grows strangely 
selfish by living in the world. — 'Tis a 
perfect cure for romantic notions of gra* 
titude, and love, and so forth. — If I had 
lived in the country, in an xAd manor 
lK)uae,. Clarence Hervey would have 
doubtless reigned paramount in my ima- 
^oation^ as the deliverer of my life, &c 
But in London one has no time for think* 
ing of deliverers. And yet what I did 
with my time l cannot tell you — 'Tis 
gone, and no trace left — One day after 
another went, I know not how — Had I 
wept for every day I lost, I'm sure I 
should have cried my eyes out before this 
time. — If I had enjoyed any amusement 
in the midst of this xiissipation, it would 
all have been very well ; but I declare to 
you in confidence, I have been tired to 
death — ^ Nothing can be more monoto- 
tous than the lite of a hacknied fine lady 
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-^I questftOA whether a drayhc^M^ ct a 

horse in a mttt^ would wiUm^ exchange 

places with one -^ if they &m\i know m 

much of the matter as I dc-^Tou ve 

tttipnsed at hearing aM this from me>— My 

dear Selinda^ how I envy you ! -* Tou are 

not yet tired of every thing. -« The world 

has still the gloss of novelty for you. — But 

dpn't expect that can last above a season, 

~*My first winter was certainly entertsun^r 

ing eiKMigh. — One begins with b^g 

di&rmed with the bustle and> glare^ ah4 

what the French call sfieciadei tlus is 

over^ I think, in six months. *^ 1 can but 

just recollect having been amused at the 

Theatres, and the Opera, and the Pan* 

theouy and Ranelagh, and a^ those places, 

for then: own sakes« — Soon» very soon we 

go out to see people, not things. -— Thco 

we . grow tired of seeing people — then 

we grow tired of being seen by people — 

tad then we go out, merely because we 

can*t s&zy at home* — -A dismal story, and 

a. true one* — Excuse me for showing you 

th^ jsimplt truth \ well dressed falsehood 

is a personage muieh.tnore firesentable*. — 
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I am mm cometfi abcpodi in>]»finstory9 
m which tlien it m ckarth of cxtraiordi- 

4 

mry eveiitsh^-What steiH I do ?~Shall I 
iarent-*-*! would if I couid — ^but 1 cannot 
-~-Then I must C0i^esj» to you, that dur« 
mg these last four years I thoold hav« 
died of atumi if I had not beM kept alive 
by my hatred of Mrs. Luttridge^ and of 
my husband — I don't know which I hate 
most — O, yes I do — I certainly hate Mrs. 
Luttridge the most— for a woman can 
always hate a woman more than she can 
hate a man, unless she has been in lo^« 
with him — which I never was with poor 
lord Delaeoun — Yes ! I certainly hate 
Mrs. Luttridge the most — ^I cannot count 
the number of extravagant things I have 
done on purpose to eclipse her.-^r-We have 
had rival routs, rival concerts, rival 
galas, rival theatres -^ she has cost me 
more than skis worth — But then I cer- 
tainly have mortified her once a month at 
least.— My hatred to Mrs. l-uttridge, my 
dear, is the remote cause of my love for 
.you-— for it was the cause of my intimacy 


.^lith yonr aunt Stanhope <'— Mrs. Stash 
hope is reatty a clever woman, she knows 
liow to turn the hatred of ^U her friends 
and acquaintance to her own advant^« 
— ^To serve lovers, is a thankless offiee^ 
compared wkh that of serving haters*^ 
polite haters I mean. — It may foe danger- 
011S9 for aught I know, to interpose in the 
quarrels of those who hale their netgli- 
hours, jnot only with all their iouls, but 
with all their strength — - the barbarians 
fight it out, kiss, and are friends. — The 
quarrels which never come to blows are 
safer for a go between ; but even these 
are not to be compared to such as nev^ 
come to words — Your true silent hatred is 
that which lasts for even The moment it 
was known that Mrs. Luttridge and 1 had 
come to the resolution never to speak to 
one another, your aunt Stanhope began to 
minister to my hatred so, that s^e made 
iierself quite agreeable. She, one winter, 
gave me notice that my adversary had 
set her heart upon having a magnificent 
entertainment, on a particular day. On 


tkA da^y, 1 4eteriiiined/ of taami to hsw 
a rivad gah^^^Mn, Stanhope'^ maid had a 
lorer, a gardeBer^ wh0 lived at Chelsea; 
and the gardener hgd an. aloe, which was 
expected soon. to blow; Now, a {dant 
that blows but once in a hundred yean 
is worth having. The gardener intended 
to make a public e^hkvon of it; by 
which he expected to gain about a hun- 
dred gmneas. 7-- Your aunt Stanhope^s 
maid get it from him, for me, for fifty; 
and I had ic whispered about, that an aloe 
in full blow, would stand in the middle of 
one g£ lady Delacour's supper tables. — ^The 
difficulty was to make Mrs. Luttridge fix 
upon the very day we wanted; for you 
know we could not possibly, put off the 
blowing of our aloe. — Your aunt Stan- 
. hope managed the thing admirably, by 
means of a common friend, who was not 
a suspected person with the Luttridges — 
in short, my dear, I gained my point — 
every body came from Mrs. Luttridge^s to 
me, or to my aloe, — ^She had a prodigiousiy 
£ne svq^er^ but scai:cely a soul ^staid with 
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li»; tliQy dl came to me, pAsA Hwld be 
aeenbot onee in ahuncfred yeirs.r-Now^ 
the aloe, .you knovr, is -of- a cufnbersome 
iiatght for /.a :^ sujppw* dPliamesA. — My 
saloon li^Jtily Has a dome, -and under tht 
doaie : we pkced k. «— Round the huge 
china vase in wj^ich it was planted, we 
placed . the most beautiful, or rather the 
most expensive, hot house plants we could 
procure.-rr- After all, the aloe was an ugly 
tbingT— J>ot it answered my purpose — it 
made Mrs. Luttridge, ^ I am credibly in* 
£armed) absolutely weep with vexation. — 
I was excessiyetly obKged to your aunt 
Stanhope, and I assured her, th^t if ever 
it were tn my power, she might depend 
upon my; gratitude. -*- Pray, when you 
write^ -repeat the same thing to her, and 
tell her, that si^ce she has introduced Be- 
linda Portman to me, I am a hundred times 
more obliged to her than ever I was be- 
fore. — But to proceed with my important 
history. — I wiil not tire you, with fighting 
over again all my battles, in my seven 
yestrs war with Mrs. Luttridge.-t-l believe 
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love 16 more to your taste than hatred; 
therefore I will go on as fast as posdble, to 
Oarence Hervey's return from his travels. 
— ^He was much improved by them; or at 
least I thought sOj for he was heard to 
dedare, that after all he had seen in 
France ^nd Italy, lady Delacour appeared 
to him the a>06t charming woman e^ A^r 
age^ in Euro|)e. — ^rhe words, of her age^ 
pijcjued me, and I spared no pains to make 
him forget them — a stu[»d mancaxmot 
readily be persuaded out of his senses--^ 
what he sees,, he sees, and neidier more 
nor le9St--4nit 'tis the easiest thii^ in the 
world to catch hold of a nnian of genius^-* 
you have nothing to do but to aj^ieal from 
his senses to bis ima^ation ; and then he 
sees with the eyes of his im^inaticyi, and 
hears with the ear^ of his imagination; 
wd thi^n no matter wh^it the age^ beauty> 
or wit of the charmer may >be-*-^p matter 
whether it be lady Delacour, or Belinda 
Portman-^I thiidc I know Clarence Her- 
vey's character aujiu fondy and I coujd 
lead hi^ wh/^re I pleasad^^but don't be 
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alarmed, my dear, you know 1 can^t lead 
him into matrimony. — Youlook at me, and 
^ from me — and you don't well know which 
way to look — ^You are surprised perhaps,, 
after all that passed, all that I felt, and all 
that I still feel about poor Lawless, I 
should not be cured of coquetry— So am I 
surprised — but habit, fashion, the devil, 
I believe, leads us on — and then, k>rd 
Delacour is so obstinate and jealous^-you 
can't have forgotten the fioiite f conversa- 
tion that passed one morning at breakfast 
l)et>veen his lordship and me, about Cla- 
rence Hervey — but neither docs his lord- 
ship know, nor does Clarence Hervey sus- 
pect, that my object with Mm is to conceal 
from the world, what I cannot conceal from 
onyself^ that I am a dying wcmian. — ^I am, 
and I see you think me, a strange, weak^ 
inconsistent creature — I was intended for 
something better — but now it is too late 
— a coquet I have lived, and a coquet I 
Aall die; — I speak frankly to you — let me 
have the glory of leading Clarence Her- 
vey about with me in * pubKc for a few 
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«ioiith$ longer, then I must quit the stage* 
— As to love, you know with me, that is 
out of the question; all I ask or wish for 
is admiration/' 

Lady Deiacour paused, and leaned 
back on the sofa— ^he appeared in great 
pain. 

<^ Oh 1 — I am, sometimes,'' resumed 

she, ^^ as you see, in terrible pain. — ^For 

two years after. I gave myself that 

blow with the pistol, I neglected the 

warning twinges that I £eit from time tp 

time «— at last I was terrified. — Marriott 

was the only person to whom I mentioned 

my fears, and she was profbimdly igno* 

rant.— She flattered me with false hopes, 

tin, alas 1 it was in vain to doubt of the 

nature of my complaint. — ^Then she urged 

tne to consult a physician — that I would 

not do— I could not — I never will consult 

a physician — I would not for the universe 

have qiy situation known. — You stare— 

you cannot enter into my feelings. Why, 

my dear, if I lose admiration^ what have 

i left ?--T Wcmki yon have me Uve upon 


140 BEllNDA. • 

pity?— Consider, what a drea^M tiling 
it must be to me, who have no fHends^ 
no family, to be confined to a sick room 
— a. sick bed — 'tis what I must come to 
at last — ^but not yet-r-riot yet— I have for- 
titude — I should despis<& myself *if I haid 
no species of merit — ^besides, it is stil 
some occupation to mcf, to a<St my part in 
public — ^a»d bustle, ndse, nonsense, if 
they do not amuse, or interest me, yet 
tiiey stifle ruction— may you never know 
what it is to- iFeel^ remorse J-^-^Hie idea of 
that poor wretch, Lawless, whom"! actu- 
ality murdered, as much as if i had shot 
htm, haunts me whenever I am alone 
— it is now between eight and tiin^yeats 
since he died, aridi have*fi¥ed ever since 
in a constant course of disMpation— 'btA 
it won't do— Gonsdence! conscience wfll 
be heard. — Since my health has been 
weakened, I believe I hav^ "acquired 
more conscience — I really tfttnk that my 
stupid lord, who hai^ Neither ideas not sen- 
sations, except wh^n he is intoxicated, 
is * hundrfetf tiM^ M^K>!er than t am— 
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But I will fippare you, Belinda — I piroiBised 
thsA^ you should . not have a scene^ and I 
win keep my word-^It is, however, a 
gpreat x^elief to open my mind to one who 
ha& &ome fedii^ — -Harriot Freke has none 
— I am convinced %h»X, she has no more 
feeling than this table. — ^I have not yet 
told you. how she has used me.*-*-You 
know that it was she who led^ or rather 
dragged me, into that scrape with Lawless 
— For that I never reproached her, — ^You 
know it was she who frightened me into 
fighting that duel with Mrs.Luttridge — 
For this I never reproached lier-— She has 
cost me my peac^of miad-^my health-** 
- my life — She knows it, and she forss^es, 
betrays> insults, apd leaves me tq die — I . 
cannot command my texnper sufficiently 
to be coherent when I speak of her — l^ 
cannot express in . words w^hat ^ 1 feel^ — ^ 
How cou][d( that n^pst treacherous 9f Jbe«| 
ings, for t|^ y^ars^w^k^.flf^ifefiieye that, 
she was my frieijd?— r Whilst i. thought ^hfi , 
really loved me-^ I f^donc;^ her.^^lji^. 
faults^-^/^^ta.ijqqaajsre^ ' 
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— All, all I forgave, and continuafiy 
— but she has a good heart — A. good heart ! 
— She has no heart ! She has no feeling 
for any living creature but hersdf — I 
always thought that she cared for no one 
but for me — ^but now I find she can throw 
me off as easily as she would her glove — 
And this too I suppose she calls a frolic — 
or, in her own .vulgar language, fun- 
Can you believe it? — ^What do you think 
she has done, my dear? She has gone* 
over at la3t to odious Mrs. Luttridge — 
actually she is gone down with the Lut- 

tridges to shire.— *The independent 

member has taken the Chikern Hundreds, 
vacates his seat^-^a new election comes on 
directly — ^the Luttridges are to bring In 
Freke^-^-not Harriot's cousin, they have 
cut him — but her husband, who is now to 
commence senator-^he is to come in for 
the county, upon condition that Luttridge 
shaUf have Freke^ borough.'— Lord Dela- 
cour, Without saying one syllable, has 
gon« ^Kki promised hid interest to this 
lireoouJ&lBtb, atdhdy Delacour is left 
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a miserable cipher — My lord*s motives 
I can clearly understand ; he lost a thou* 
sand g^uineas to Mrs. Luttridge thb van- 
ter^ and this is a convenient way of pay- 
. ing her — ^why Harriot should be so anxious 
to serve a husband whom she hates — bit- 
terly hates — ^might surprise any body who 
did not know les dessous des caries as well 
as I do. — You are but just come into the 
world, Belinda — the world of wickedness 
I mean,, my dear^ or you would have ' 
heard what a piece of work there was, a 
few years ago, about Harriot Freke, and 
this cousin of hers. — Without betraying 
her confidence, I may juist tell you what is 
known to every body; that she went so 
far, that if it had not been for *me, not a 
soul would have visited her — she swam in 
the sea of folly out of her depth — ^the tide t ^ 
of fashion ebbed, and then was she left. > 
sticking knee deep in the mud ; s\ ridicu^ i ^ 
l0us, scandalous i figure ) I bad the cou-. . 
. rage and foolish good nature to hazard my^ ) > 
self for her, and actually dragged hc^ 69i );{ 
terra firma^*^how shisiizb gpne aq[ siiOQ^nl i 
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cannot ttH y6u— ^precisely, b^causfe I am 
in the ^crct-=— but the catastrophe is public 
—to iDake k^t peace with her husband, 
she gives up her frifend — Well ! that I 
could have pardoned, if she had not be^n 
so base as to go over t6 Mf s. Luttridge. — 
Mi*8. Lutttidge offered (I've seen the let- 
ter and Harriot's answer) to, bring In 
Freke, the husband, and to make both a 
county and a family ^fieace, on condition 
that terriot shouW give up all connexion 
with lady t)elac(!)lif. — Mrs. Luttridge 
knew this would provoke fne beyond mea* 
sUfe, and there is nothing she would not 
do to gratify hef tnean, malevolent passions 
~*-8he has succeeded for 6nee in her life — 
the blame " of the duel, of course, is all 
thrown upon m'e-^lnd, woiild you belieye 
it, 'Harriot Freke, I Ini credibly infofmed, 
throws all the blame of Lawless's business 

• 

oil m^ ^^ nzty, hinti^ that Lawless's death- 

bed declaration <Jf my mnocence Was 

• "^ , - , •• 

v^ry gmerous. — O, the * treacfeery, .fhe 
bisfeitesS of this Woman f -^ and it was my 
fete to hfeat att this lastfiighf, at the ifias- 
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querade — ^I waited, and waited^ and looked 
every where for Harriot-^he was to b6 
the widow Brady, I knew — At last the 
widow Brady made her appearance, and I 
accosted her with all my usual familiarity 
— The widow wasdiiinb — I insisted upon 
knowing the cause of this sudden loss of 
speech-^The widow took me into another 
apartment, unmasked, and there I beheld 
Mr. Freke, the htisband.— t'wks astonished, 
had no idea of the ttuth— * Where is Har- 
riot?' I believe were the first words I said 
— ^ Gone to the country.'-^* Tb the coun- 
try!' — * Yes; to — ^ — shire, with Mrsi 
Luttridge/ — ^Mrs. Luttridge, odious Mrs. 
Luttridge! I could scarcely believe my 
senses — but Freke, who always hated 
me, believing that I led his wife, instead 
of her leading me into mischief, would 
have enjoyed my ask)liishment and my 
rage — so I concealed both, with all pos- 
sible presence of mind. — ^He went on 
overwhelming me with explanations and 
copies of letters; and declared it was at 
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iMni^ <FcelRe'9 r^uest be did 9iid.«»d^aU 
tiu^j. and tha^ he \m %o follow her ^j 

the next jncnming ik) shire. — ^I broke 

Dromhim^ dimply wishing hun a good 
journey;, and as. much Canity peace as his 
I^adeiKe mented. — • He knows, that I 
know his wife's history, and though she 
has no ishame,. he has some.— ^I had the 
s^tisiEactloa to leave him blushing with 
unger, asxd I supported tbe character of 
th^ ccsnic muse a full hour afterward, 
to convince hi9)> that all their comlnned 
maliioe would, fail to break my spirit— in 
gnblic — ^wbat I suffer in private^ is, kmDwn 
only to my own heart/' 
. As she finished these words^ lady Her 
lacour rose abruptly^ and bummed a 
new opera, air. Then she retked. to her 
boudoir^ saying, with an. air of levit)f, to 
Belinda, as she le£t the room — 

•* Good byc^ my dear Belinda;, I 
leave you to ruminate sweet and bitter 
thoughts — to thii& of the last speeds 
and confessicw of lady Delacour, qr, 
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'^what will ixfterest you much more, the 
first spe^h and cohfessioQ of— Clareiioe 
Hervey,'* 
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CHAPTER V, 


BIRTHDAY DRESSES. 


XuADY Delacour's history, and the man* 
ner in which it was related, excited in 
Belinda's mind astonishment — pity — ad- 
miration — ^and contempt. — Astonishment 
tt her inconsistency — ^pity for her misfor- 
tunes — admiration of her talents — and 
contempt for her conduct. — To these emo- 
tions succeeded the recollection of the 
promise which she had made, not to leave 
her in her last illness at the mercy of an 
insolent attendant. This promise Be- 
linda thought of with terrour — she dreaded 
the sight of sufTerings,* which she knew 
must end in death — she dreaded the sight 
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' of tliat aflEected' gaiety, and of tkit. real 
levity, which, so ilT became the condition 
of a dying woman.r-^he trembled at the 
idea o£ being under the guidance of one 
who was so little able to conduct hersetf; 
and she could not help blaming her aunt 
Stanhope severely, for placing her in such 
a perilous situation. It was obvious that 
some of lady Delacour *s history must have 
been known to Mrs. Stanhope; and Be« 
linda, the more she reflected, -was thp 
more surjHised at . her aunt's having 
chosen such a chaperon for a young wo- 
man just entering into the world. When 
the understanding is suddenly, roused and 
forced to exert itself, what a multitude of 
deductions it makes in a short time. — ^Be- 
linda saw things in a new light j and for 
the first time in her life she reasoned for 
herself upon what she saw and £elt. — ^It 
is sometimes safer for young people to see, 
than to hear of certs^ characters. — At 
a distance, lady Delacour had appeared 
to miss Portman the happiest person in 
the world; upon a nearer view» die ^- 
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TormM ibat Jkt Mfriu|i ^ros one oi tbe 
fluifat: nis^mble of human bemgjSi^^^To 

m 

Idan i n Btt iic d bar aieoe to Jiioh a inaft as 
Jord Dekonir, Mbs. Stankope would ^Te 
ikM^ht dbe oaost'ibrtKiBilBthtag iflu^* 
lUe ; but it ^m» now obidMsto Belinda) 
tbat neidier tke title vtmacoofofydBS^ wx the 
ffeasivre cf sfRcacfingjdxraefQrtiincByCOtdd 
cnsTire .^licatf. ' Lady Delacour >OQn&MMd» 
iftat m t}s midst of dietitmost tasonry aitd 
dnjsaipitioa sbe liad been :a constant fotf 
Ho lennHi.'; thsit'di^ ix^snt of ^dooxstic ioffpr 
ness conid never be sop{died by tksBt frttb- 
lie admixodon, of ndbidi abe "Mb ^o am* 
bjtibiis; mud that tke immodecatie imU- 
geffice of her vamty bad led ber , by ioeait- 
;abte stepsy into fbUks and impmdtaate^ 
which had ruined her heakh, and destroyed 
her peace of niiad.-~^^ If lady Delacx>ur, 
with ill tbe advantages of wealth, rank, 
wit» and beau4:y, has not been aitde to 
make hersdf hafipy in this life of f aahion- 
aUe di^slpoullonj" said Belinda to herself^ 
♦'-why should I follow the same course, 
-mi ^jf^UtP be move fortunate^" 


BIRTft^A"^ MlESSES. 1%1 


M§B.lSmSL(^ tMVi^^Vb'tadke aifitte 
fci^ of liir )iiMfe, «Mdifd %b fM)dMfe an 
lAct dkM&encOfy ^^iteldiR4iat mi^ 

tMid «xai!^; %ut4liSft k'eA^tkMi % was 
«iow «ady to fetttn tfttati to keep.^^^^Ieir 
lidydi^ ^«(4iere she tiniAed to please tx 
%o ^Qfverfiy had fisfidM^ing manners, and 
Muld alteniatety uise ^e ^sarcastic ^pown 
o£ wit, and Ite fioiNitoM d£ petsuaaiony 
4K^ McoiK^pfish ^r {iurpose8.-^It was Be- 
int£n iaCMtim, m pursuwce ^ lieet new 
jilana of life, to spends wMl^ ishe t*^ 
iBaained in London, as Kttle nioney as 
^possible upon sttperfluities and €ress.-^ 
Sfteiiad, at her own 4ispo^a1, only lOdL 
per ammms the interest of hel: fertnne; 
tnit beside this, her aunt, who was d^- 
tirous that she ritoukl go to court, and 
make a splendid figure there, had sent her 
a draught onli^ banker for two hundred 
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guineas. " Ycni wHl, I ,t9iilil^''/ml]ier 
samt, at th«, Goiidu$k)li of iner ktlei^ 
f'.rep^j.memh&A you are estalfli^ed in 
41^' world, as I liop^ askd betteve^ jfeom 
.what I hear from lady Debcmr- of tli* 
|K)w/er. of yoor chari^s^.ycm witt .sooa bc^ 
to th^ entire sads&ctian of^ all your frieodii 

rPkay do not n^lect to qaention imf 

Clarence Hervey particularly^ wlien 

Vyou write nesxnu^^l und^^taiid from €fnt 

who is well acquaint^ wi^ him, and 

who has actually seen his reot-xcdii tbtt 

he has a clear lO^OOOLa year." 

Belinda reserved neither to go to court, 

nor to touch her aunt's two hundred 'gui- 

.neas; and she wrote a long lettien toh^, 

(in which she ex{^ned her feelings and 

.views at large* In this letter she xneaat 

to have returned Mrs. Stanhope's drau^it, 

but her feeUngs and views changed be- 

. tween the writing of this epistle, and the 

going out of the post» — ^Mr& Franks^ the 

• milliner, came in the interim, and brought 

home lady Delacour's beauti£al dress; it 
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wa^not tlie sight of this, however,^ which 
changed BeHnda's mind, but she could 
not resist lady Delacour's raillery. 

^* Why, my dear," said her ladyship v 
after having listened to all miss Port man 
could say about her love of independence, 
and the necessity o£ economy to preserve 
that independence — ''all this is pro* 
digiously fine— but shaU I translate it 
mto plain English — ^You were mortally 
^irounded the othei^ni^t.by some random 
reflections . of a set of foo&h young men 
-—Clarence Hervey amongst, the number 
•—and instead of pimishing them» you 
aagely and generously determined, to pu^ 
nish yoursel£ Then,, to cenvince this 
youth that yojj^ave not a thought of those 
odious nets and cages, that you have no 
design whatever upon his^heart, and that 
he has no manner of influence on yours; 
you very judiciously determine, at the first 
hint from him, to change your dress,. youV' 
manners, and your character;, and thus^ 
to say tohim, in as plain terms as possible — 
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* You see, sir, a Mnord tx) the wise isimoiigh 
nr^l nnderstand yoa disapprove of thawy 
dress, and coquetry, and tfaei^ore, as I 
dressed and coquetted only to pieise you, 
now I shall lay aside dress and coquetry, 
since I find that they are not to your taste 
*— and I hope, sir, you like my simplicity P 
~-Depend upon it, my dear, Clarence 
Herrey understands simplicity as veil as 
you or I do — All this would be vastly 
weSty if he did not l^jgpm thatt yoo over- 
heard that conversation ; but as he does 
know It, trust me he will attribute any 
sudden change in your manners and ap- 
pearance^ right or wroa^, to the motives 
i have men[|k)ned. — So don't, novice as 
you aref seq aborut to^npanoeuvre fat 
yourself. Leave all that to your aunt 
Stanhope, or to me^ and then you know 
your conscience will be afi the tme as 
white as — your hands — which, by the by^ 
Clarence Hexvey, the other day, said were 
thcf whitest hands he had ever seen-^Per^ 
haps all this time you have taken it into 
your head, that full dre^ will not b^com)^ 

» 
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ytfa ; but I assure you that it wll— you 
took well in any thing 

' But from the hoop's bewitchmg round* 
' The very ^oe ba^power to wooiid.* 

So xx^xoe down to Mrs. Franks, and order 
your birthnight dress like a reasonable 
creature." 

like a reasonable creature, miss Port- 
man fbltowed lady Delacour, and bespdke, 
car rather let her ladyship bespeak for 
her fifty gumeas' ^worth of elegance and 
fashion.—*** You must go to the drawing- 
room with me next week, and be pre- 
sented,'* said lady Delacour, " and then, 
as it is the first^time, you mu^t be ele- 
gantly dressed — ^and you must not wear 
HxB same dress on the birthnight. — So 
Mrs. Franks let this be finished first, as 
ftst as you can^ and by that time perhaps, 
we shall think of something superlatively 
charming for the night of nights.'* 

Mrs.. Franks departed, and Belinda 

sig^ed^ *' A silver penny for yofur 

ihoughts P' cded lady Delacour-*-** You 
Ifffs tl^q^i^ that.^ou are like Camitki^ 
vftfld J fike Mrs. Mitten — novel reading, 
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as. I dare say you have been told by yx>ur 
governess, as I was told by mine, and she 
by hers, I suppose— novel resting for 
young ladies is the4{iost dangerous — 

** O, Clarence Hervey, I protest !" 
cried lady Delacour, as he at this instant 
entered the room. — " Do, pray Clarence, 
help me out, for the sake of this young 
lady, with a moral sentence against novel 
reading : but that mi^t go against your 
ccmscience — or your interest, so we'll 
spare you.--^How I regret that we had not 
the charming serpent at the masquerade 
the other night !" 

The moment her ladyship mentioned 
the masquerade, the conversation which 
had passed at lady Singleton's came fiill 
into Garence Hervey's recollection, and 
his embarrassment was evident — not in- 
deed to Belinda, who had turned away to 
look over some new music that lay upon 
. a stand at the farthest end of the room, 
^wd she found this such a wenderAUly 
anterestiog .occupation, that she did itOt 
for some mmutes hear, or appear to heaffs 
one word of the conversation viibich wa9 
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going on between Mr. Hervey and lady 
Delacour. ^•— At last her ladyship tapped 
her upon the shoulder, saying in a playful 
tone — ^^ miss PortnflTB, I arrest your atten- 
tion at the suit of Clarence Hervey — ^this 
gentleman is passionately fond of music — 
to my curse — for he never sees my harp 
but he worries me with reproaches for 
having left ojBF jdaying upon it. — Now he 
has just given me his word, that he will 
not reproach me again for a month to 
come, if you will favour us with one air. 
— ^I assure you Clarence, that ' Belinda 
touches a harp divinely — she would abso- 
lutely charm." — " Your ladyship should 
not waste such valuable praise," inter- 
nipted Belinda.— -»" Do joji forget, that 
Belinda Portman and her accompliaiii- 
ments have already been as well adver-* 
tised as Packwood's razor strq|^ p'' ^ -* 
The manner in which these words .were 
pronounced made a great im|>rAsion 
upon Clarence Hervey, and he beg^n to 
l)elieve it was possible, that a niece 
^f the matclvrmaking Mrs. Stanhope 


might not be *^ a compound cfwt afid 
afiectation/' — ** Though faeraunt has ad- 
vertised her," said he to himself, " sl^ 
seems to have too muah dignity to advertise 
herself, and it would be very unjust to blame 
h^ for the faults of another person.*— J 
will see more of her.'" 

Some morning visitors w^rfe announced, 
who for the time suspended Clarence 
Hervey's reflections ; the efifect of them, 
however, immediately appeared^ for as 
his good opinion of Bdiitda increased, 
his ambition to please her was sti^ongly 
excited.— He displayed all his powers of 
wit and humour ; and not only lady De-* 
lacour, but every body present observed, 
*' that Mr> Hervey, who was always the 
most entertaining mm in the wwld,- thia 
morning surpass;^ himself ^ and was ab'* 
sdutely the most entertaining man in the 
universe." He was mortified notwith* 
standing, for he distinctly perceived^ that. 
whibt BeKnda joined with ease and dig- 
nity in the general convetsation> her man- 
lier towards him was grsnre. and ]<ederved» 
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—Use next tODniing he called earfitr than 
usaalj bat though hdjr Delacour was al- 
ways at home to him, she was then un* 
hijckily dressing to go to court ; he in* 
quired whether miss Portoun would ac« 
coo^any her ladyship, and he learnt from 
his friend Marriott, that she was not to 
be presented this day, because Mrs. Franks 
had not brought home her dress. — Mr. 
Hervey called^gain two hours afterwards 
-*4ady Delacour was gone to court — ^He 
2^ed for miss Portman — *' Not at home" 
-~was the mortifying answer, though zs he 
had passed by the windows; he had heard 
the delightful sound of her harp, — He 
walked up and down in the square impa- 
tiently, ttU he saw lady Delacour's cat^ 
riage appear* 

^ The dntwing*roofn has lasted an um 
eonsdonable time this morning/* said he^ 
as he handed her lady^ip out of her 
coach.— ^' Am not I the moc^ virtuous of 
"fiftuous wotnen/' said lady Delacour^ 
«^to go to court such a day as this?'*^^*^ 
Bbt whispered she, as^e went up statts. 
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*^ Kke att^ other dsnzmn^ good peogtefl 
kave amazingly good reasons for being 
goodi^— The queen is soon to give a 
charming breakfast at Frogmore, and J 
am paying my court with all my mi^it, 
in hopes of being asked, fbr Belinda must 
see one of their galas before we leave 
town, that Vm determined upon« — ^But 
where is she?" — " Not at home," said 
Clarence, smiling. — " O, not at home is 
nonsense, you* know.— -Shine outj appear, 
b§ found, my lovely Zara V* cried lady. 
Delacour, opening the library door.' — 
•* Here she is — ^what doing I know aot — 
studying Hervey's Meditations on the 
Tombs I should guess, by the sanctifi* 
cation of her locks — If you be not totally 
above < all sublunary consider-ations^ ad* 
mire my lilies of the valley — and let me 
give you a lecture, not upon heads*— or 
iipon hearts— i-but on what is of muck 
more consequence, upon hoops — ^Every 
body wears hoops, but how few — ' tb ar 
melancholy consideration — how very £sw 
can manage them!*- There's my bhnd 


puses for vieiy geme^, .t)it put her ioto t 
iiocip and she ;)ook$ as pitiable a iguree^ 
as ntucfa a prisoner*— and as iitde'afateto 
-walk as a>€hildim& go«cart*:-^fae gets od^ 
^igsant yo^:ai^ so. does th^popr child, 
but getting on you know is not walking, 
— -O, Glatence, I msh yo« l|ad seen the 
two hdy R^VstickingJcb^ to one ano- 
ther'; tbisir tedUr pitthingrthem ion togo- 
Aet^ UkQ two decanters in-afbdttle^oas- 
ter ^-^ "vAth such* * negnifioent diamond 
labels round th^r n^ks ! *' - 

Encouraged by Glacence Heiyey's 
laughter, lady Delacour went dn to mimic 
what she called the hoop awkwardness 
of all her acquaintance, and if these could 
have failed to divert Belinda^ it was im- 
possible for her to be serious, when she 
heard Clarente Hervey declare, that he 
was convinced he cQuld manage a hoop as 
weH as any woman in England, except 
lady Ddacour. 

^ •* Now here," ssdd he, *« is the purblind 
dowager kdy Boucher^ just at the door^ 
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tidy^Ddbnmr; Air wou!^ nol4;itt>«r tefr 
iao^^ she vou'd tck tt&mf liewi, «k1^|[ 
^friUbeit £fty gntnefts^. khA I totee iipfeok 
ffOotn in a hoop, aad tlni: she does mMr 
^Dd me tmi ^ aiy aiiy^fhaK bdo not ibe«- 
tracy .mysdi^ Jn. shbrt^ hf. my; snsontinfer 
awkUFasdfioss/.' . ' . - 
^' I hold 7I011 >to t«r Mrj^ 

4bais8«rHHtre-^tbi)M9k:Ai^ Nmy T^u «fa 
lll^-M^aa'you^lshpeiy thjisg-qukif^r than 
any body dse hi tte ^«!ori4i yj^- witt^ceiv 
CSuoly te foU dr^sed ki a quarter itf aa 
jipUr^ ru el|gAg^ to kee|^ the dowafer in 
ecandal for that timt. — Go l-^Marriott 
3ias old hbops and eld finery €£ miae» aiid 
you have all powerftil influence, I ka&Wj 
with Marriott-*^o go and use k, %&d let 
us see you in all your ^kay— though I vow 
I tremble for my fifty guimas/* 

lady Delacour kept the dows^er in 
scandal, according ta her e]:^s^;ement^ for 
a good quaiter of an iiour ; then the: 
dresses %t^ the drawing*^room took wp 


t 
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another qwiter j ai¥l» At laMi t^ ^ow- 
^erb^gaa to fpvc w acc^upt of dUAdiy 
woadexlal cuF^s^tbat h94;been per^rmed 
toibercertakikaowlettge^ by her favourite 
cancentnited ^^ctract; or amau of ijAiassia* 
— rShe estared kto die lystory of d^e 
Negro slave nafiied Quassi, ^ho disco- 
vert this me^&cd wood, which he kept 
adoseaecr^ iM Mr. Dagjklbeqg, ^taagi* 
8&ate of Suriawiy welmied k^out tif hka, 
brought a branch of the tree to Eim^, 
4Mid Qoaunu<^Gai?ed k to thc^ gp^tt Lin- 
juns --* MiSiea Claxn^ce ^ervey ^^ ^n- 
jaooaced, i>y ithe tiUe <»f-^^^ The countci^s 
de FcMBaeBafftt*' . •^ 

^^ Aa eau^6e-^««haimu^ woaaan !' '— 

whispered lady Delacottr — '* she was \Q 

have been itt the drawing-room to day, but 

for a blunder i^miae ; ready dressed she 

«was,aiid I didci't call £q€ her ! — Ah, madame 

de Pomenars, I am actuaSy ashamed to 

(see 709^^' continued her iadyship, and she 

wient ibrward to meet Clarence Herveyj 

* wboTeaHy »ade Siis enlroe with very com- 

^ posed, masocaade waA psaas^-^-^tQ managed 


^Mshoap with suchr skill and . dexteritf^ 
ihat he well des^r^ed* fh^ praise of being 

' a uhiver^ genius.- The countess de Po- 
menars spoke Fresiich, and broken English, 
inconaparably well ; and she made out 
that she was descended horn the Pome- 

m 

' nars of the time of madande de Sevign^ : 
she said that she had in her possession 
several original letters of madame- de Se- 

. Vigne-s, and a lock of madame de Grig- 

< nan^s fine hair. 

^* -I have sometimes fancied— but I he* 
lieve it is cmly my fancy,'* said lady Dela- 
cour, ** that this young lady/' turning to 
Belinda^ '^ is not unlike your madame de 
Grignan — I have seen a picture of her at 
Strawberry-hill/* 

Madame de Pomenars acknowledged 
that there was a resemblance— but added, 
that it was flattery in the extreme to 
madame de Grignan to say so. 

^^ It would be a sin, undoubtedly, to 
waste flattery upon the dead^ my dear 
countess,*' said lady Delaconr.— *^ But 
here« without flattery to the living, as fou 
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have a lo<^ oi madanie de CKri|piftft's haar; 
you can ttll us whether ia belief ekevehrgii: 
of which in^^Umt^ 4^ Seviga^ tidked so 
xnnch^ wa§: pky thing to bQ compared to. 
ii)y^eUnd»'s."-r-A&6i^e^spoke, lady D^da- 
CQur» before .BeUada wap:awu*e Df her 
mxeiitioi^s, dexl;rously let dowti her beau* 
tifttl treps^s — aad; the comitess de Pome- 
nars was so much struck* at the sight, that 
she wa& incapable ofpajfifiig the necessary 
compliments — ^* Nay, toiichit/* said lady 
Delacour — ^^ it is so fioe and so soft." — 
At this dangerous moment fa^r ladyship 
artfully let drop the comb ; Clarence Her* 
vey suddenly stooped to pick it up, totally 
forgetting his hoop and his character. — He 
threw down the music stand with his 
hoop — lady Delacour exclaimed, bravis* 
sima ! and burst out a laughing.^ — Lady 
Boucher in amazement looked from one 
to another for an explanation, and was a 
considerable time; before, as she said, she 
could believe her * own eyes. — Clarence 
Hervey acknowledged Ijie had lost his 
bet-<^joined in: the .Jiaug^, . and' declared 
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iOre sighi! of tkfS fiittthaihrliiitlie faadev«r 
'!)i^eR— *« t dechre he desferv^ a toek of 
ia MU ck^hirS' Ibr tbat q^eecli) tEM Fort- 
man/' ctieid hd^rDelacaur, ^1^1 appeal 
to Piil the worid — ^madaine die PomeaaM 
imiai hsve a lode to xneasui^ wkh madame 
de Grignan's? — OoHfie/ ar second rape o£ 
t&e lock^ Belinda/' 

Fortunately lor Bdinda, ^ tfte glkteriag 
foriex'* was not taimecfiatety produced^ at 
fine ladles do not now; as in former times, 
carry any fiich useless imptements about 
vnth them.— - 

Such was the modest, graceful <fignity 
of miss Pcntmanls manners, that she 
escaped without even the charge of pru- 
dery — She retired to her own apartment at 
soon as she could^ 

** She passes on in unblenched msgesty/^ 
— ^said lady Dchcour. 

•' She is really a charming woman/^sttd 
Clarence Herv^y, in a low voice, to hdy 
Delacour, ^kwmg her int^ a recessed 
window i H«i ift ^' ikme tow voice con* 


difi^c^ of ^ ^(^ initHitf^ w^w^yguc 1»^ 
shi^ U at leisure? — I ^ve' W^ lam oenr 
^Imwiy' mtrerimp^edkdyXklEcooc^^^it 
if ym b^w dxky. ^m%, parlikiiiar ta 397 to. 
me, as I guess you have^ by — ^Dny* skill |it 
bwpaf^ ^^DnshrrCO^ Ime to my concert, 
to night, before th^ rest of tha!BB!Qrid— wait 
patiently in tb^. Qinsic room^ :^cl perhaps 
I ma^ gf aqt youi a pHy^t^ audience--iAL& 
](0U had the ^ac^. np( to call it a titei 
/^•"-f-lBrthe vmkn time, my dear countess 
4e Pomeovirs, had; not we betjtec take oS 
our h4)op&?" 

III. thiB qvmiing Clarence Uervey wa^ 
in the music room a considsrableL time 
fai^fore lady Delacour appesved ; how pa^ 
tiently he w^ted.is not. known to amy Qne> 
but himself.— 

^VHa,ya. AOHLlg^^i^seo yon time to com- 
I^cise a oharming spejechj" said lady Dda^ 
Gour 2St sbA^ntered the i!oonx-~^ but make 
it a^ short a^ yqu can» unless you wish that 
miss>Pqrts|]^ 4^^fj^^;:i^ ^' ^^^ ^^ 
be do^rn ^aj^^Joj^thre^ si^ulea'^ 
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v^ in oheiword then, my dear lady Ddta-* 
copr,- caA yon^ zad will yoU) taak^ my 
peacer mth hhbs Portmad — ^I am much 
dkmcei^ned abdnt: that fpolish razor<«ttb|r 
dialogue; -tfR^Mch sh)3 overbetod'-at lady 

ShiglbtonV' — : ' 
^^ You are ccncei'nEtd that she overheard 

it — no doubt/' 

** No," said Qarence Hervey, ** I am 
rejoked that she overheard it, since it has 
been the means of convincing mt of my. 
mbtake ; but I am concerned that ^ 1 iiad 
the presumption and injustice to judge of 
miss Portman so hastily. — I am convinced, 
that though' she is a niece of Mrs. Stan- 
hope's, she has dignity of mind, and sim^ 
plicity of character. — ^Will you, my dear 
lady Delacour, tell her so ?" 

** Stay," interrupted lady Delacour; 
'• let me get it by heart^I should have 
made a terrible bad messenger of the gods 
and goddesses, for I never in my Hfe 
could, like Iris, repeat a message in the 
same words in which it was delivered to 
me.— Let me sce~< Dignity of mind. 
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and ^iiAf^icity -of character/ wa^ ilot iti 
B^y dot I say at once^ ^ my dearBeiuida, 
Oarencft Ifenf ey desh^es me to tetlyoil^ 
that lie i$ conymced-you are an angd?'-^ 
That single ^word- a$i^el is so ^K^presAve, 
30 compre^nsrr^ isoi comprehaisible» it 
contains, believe bie, ail that can be said 
or imagined 0(i these occsisioiis, S /lari 
etcPduire:'' ' ^ 

^B^i^ ssttd Mr* Herveyj •• petha|M 
miss Pottman has4ieard the song of— 

' What know we of angels, , 
. * rmeantit injoke*'^ 




Then you are not an jest^ but ip 
downright i^ber ^ earnest? — Ibl*' ^aid 
JadyDe^cour, with stn arch lool^ V I did 
pot know it was already come to this 
with you." , 

J And h^K l^dysb^^ turnipg to lier piano 
fortp, jOayed— , 

< 'lliere Was a young man la Ballinacrasyi 

* Who wanted a wife to make him VLnasy^ 

* And itBt» in g^mle Itsmnp. hespbke heri 

* Arrah ijll jon many me^ my dear Ally Crgker i* 
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lug/ ^' it is not cdme to lib^ mth me yvt, 
Jady ^Debucoiur, I fircntaiae you; l»t is tfOt 
4t :]^09dble tosay, that a yomgUAj-iOis 

tractisir, widiqiit ihaving ^ wgg)9fi6ilS ^^ 
^ovb^biB of imsfiage?'^ 

^^ ¥ou make a moisi: ipr ot»er» 4)iM : lafiH 
sufficiently emphatic diflFerencfe bet^^ 
Slaving; or: sugg^stiti^ 4uich thoiigbts/' 
said hdj^ 'Debcow,^*-*^^ 'A ig^nites^aii 
sometimes finds it for his interest, his 
honour, or his pleasure^ to ^ggest what 
he would not for the world promise — I 
.Jto^an'pirform:'* ' "'' ' 

*«• AidOunchrel,*' triid <SlaifeiB^e-i9ter- 
*vgy, «* 'fiot "a gentleiriittt, may ««rfU<i'«*r 
Idis hdnottr/br ttisittCer^t, oif hb ^ebsiMi^, 
to promise what he would not p^^i^ttH^ 
1>Ut 3 ^th riot a ^scouri^^p^' liM^e^ li^ade 
any promise to man or womitr/ i^frf" di^ 
not keei^iuthfiultyr-l am pp); % sw^94fer 
in love." .n v 

, *« Andy^t;*^H«id'iwly B«b^ 
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:*^jCfafo' etji ^elm'f^' aafid Oarfeinde smU- 
jfKg, i^^ i£«bp ^QKehaifge 700 Icnow h no 

afiHy '3iiean^'«|rdy ladylDdacovrr could 
Ho^^iBfmt^ itet 1 4hott}d ixteke no attefm||>t 
ti{>oii-h#r»i"Hu*»< Is *^ psLTt of niy message 
M^ttiM^.Bortttiati,'" ' sidd laiAy Di^lacour?-^ 
** As your ladyship pleaSes;" saktCktrence, 
^^rtiust eiid!%' to V^^ ladysH}|^'s dis- 

...^ VUgf ll> teaBy ^halre ,a^ great deal <rf 
diacretiott/' isaxd'lady Delacour, '^* but you 
tniat teid ipiiich to k^ when you e:^)ect 
diat I ghrald execiM:«^4>o^ with propriety 
aad^ sucoefiis, 'the deMeale <:ofnmi8sion of 
tdlifig^ f oiMiglady ^ho n under my pro* *^ 
teetiM, that *a young gentleman who is a 
fftnnS&si&A sidmirer of mine, is 4n love wlnh 
her, but has no thoughts, and wishes to 
nggBit no fthottg^s of naarriage/- • 

'*^Ia lowf exclaimed Cltf^w fi^i"- 
▼ey, ^^ <l(«tiiv3ien did. I •ev«r Ujse fke e^r 
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preanon? In speaking of miss Portman, 
I simply expressed estis^m and adrr— -f^" 

"No additions/' said lady Delaeour, 
•* content yourself with esteem — sim[dy 
"-rapd miss Portman is safe, and you too~> 
I presume. — Apropos; pray, Clarence, 
how do your es^j^&n mA , admir/aiM 
(I may go as far as that, . may not I ?) of 
miss Portman agree with your.admiratioo 
of lady Dehcour ?" 

"Perfecdy well,*' replied Clarence, 
** for all the world must be sensible, that 
Clarence Hervey is a man of too much 
tai&te to compare a country novice in wit 
and accomplishnciehts, to ladyDelac^tn 
**rHe might, as men of genius 9ome^ 
times do, look forward to the idea of 
forming a country noviqe for a vn&.r^ 
A. man must marry some time or other — :, 
l>ut my hour, thank Ueayeii, is not come 

^' Thank Heaven T* jsaid lady Delacour, 
^f fyf you know, a married man is lost to 
th9 wOfli of fashion and gaUantry.'^ 
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*< Not more so, I should hope, than a 
Biarried woman/' said Clarence Hervey. 
-r*Hefe a loud knocking at the door an- 
nounced the arrival of company to the 
concert.-—** You will make my peace, 
you promise me, with miss Portman," 
cried Clarence, eagerly, 

*< Yes, I will make your peace, and 
you shall see Belinda, smile upon you once 
more, upon conditicm,'' continued lady 
Delacour, speaking very quickly, as if 
the was hurried by the sound of people 
coming up stairs-r^^ but well talk of that 
another time.'* 

*' Nay, nay, my^ dear lady Delacour, 

, . ♦ - 

now, now, ' said Clarence, seiadng her 
handj~-*^ Upon condition ! upon what 
condition?" : 1 

<« Upon condirioh that you do a little^ 
job for me— indeed fdr Belinda. — She is to* 
go with me to thd birthnight-^and she 
has often hinted to me; tVit our horses are 
shockingly shabby for people of 6ur con- 
dition.-— I know she wishes, that upon 
such an occasioi>-^her first appearance at 
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courts : yaw, ^ppi»-r-*we shoul4- gp in atyie. 
— l^wiiiy ;dl^'P^ lor4:bas i^idi'^ 
itdU not let lis ^aye ^^gialr !>£ t)^ l^^dftOtnr 
€s^,h9fs€«^iJ.,av^ faw jw^Wch are jjkt Tntr 
tew^al'^, aftfi oip- ?^hidi Bf liiyia,. I )»ow» 
hasr secrejt]^ set; .^r liaajrt ? a^ I haw f^ewlj^ j 

in vain.'* . i ^ ji 

«« Y0U4: , la(4y^bip : and ipisf P^nrtman j 

ifc isjin tip po^er (of, OaiKiic*. Hwyej :.j« 
p;p^e„", l^Hav" spieled;, 1^, g:»Ua|itLyttt 
l^i^fing, ^r W4> , "- , nay i thu&.^s^,^]^ 

treaty of peace ?" . u:.:!i 

«< What audadty I,-^n*t, you s«^.4btse 
geflple,c9nungmr:';q:ied.lady^Pe^Wi» , 
:^{| s^c, yrithdreiwr .}y^ ^ai)4,.b«t- \d£]^.n^ 
great precipitation : she was evident^.** ,»t 
this anownu as > , ;>1J, ijhe past," ^ther 
^id «or, .ashamed, th^ft Mi;-. Pe^veyi's.iJ©- 
wtion^.to her alwKviJd.b* jwid in puhU??. 
Witjv, ipwch ?44i!ew, <be *»»d ,8at|sfi«4 hey- 
3^ a* tlo *is T^ews^ ^i* r«8p§?t m ^ 
%da. She was qcm'vinced th^ he^ii94 AQ. 
iipmediate tboushts of .mafinpo^ny } .t>^t 
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that if he were condemned to marry, miss 
Portman would be his wife.— ^As this did^ 
not interfere with her plans, lady Delacoiir 
was content. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


WAYS AHO MEANS* 


When lady Delacour repeated to 
miss Porttnan the message about " siin* 
plidty of mind, and dignity of charac*- 
ler," she frankly said-— 

*^ Belinda, notwithstanding all this, 
dbsenre, Tm determined to retain Cla^ 
fence Hervey among the number of my 
pnblic worshippers during my life — ^which 
you know cannot last long.~- After I am 
gone, my dear, he'll be all your own, and 
of that I give you joy.— Posthumous fame 
is a sUIy thing, but posthumous jealousy is 
detestable/' 
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Tliere was one part of the conversation 
between Mr. Hervey and her ladyship, 
which she, in her great discretion, did not 
immediately repeat to miss Portman — that 
part which related to the horses. — In this 
tiansaction Belin da had no farther share, 
than having once> when her ladyship had 
the handsome horses brought for her to 
look at, assented to the opinion, that they 
Were the handsomest horses she ever he^^ 
held. — Mr. Hervey, however gallantly he 
replied to her ladyship, was secredy 
vexed to find that Belinda had so little 
delicacy, as to permit her name to be em* 
ployed in such a manner. He repented 
having used the improper expression of 
dignity of mind* and he relapsed into his 
former opinion of Mrs. Stanhope's niecew 
— ^A relapse is always more dangerous* 
than the first disease^ — ^He sent home. the 
horses to lady Delacour, the next day, and 
addressed Belinda, when he met her, with 
the. air of. a man of 'gallantry, who 
thought that his peace had beSa cheaply^ 
made. — But in proportion as his iDanbers 
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bocaiae' mmrft fttmUiac, hers girvoip ttore 
reservecL-^Lady iJidaconr ralUed her vifoa 
km fsndmf^ but io vaifi.'*^fau:^iGe Her* 
wy.fieeBDfldtothiakf that lier ladyship had 
mrt: iuIfiUed ber pan of the bargain.'^*^^' b 
oot i0i/£«^," said he, '^ the epiUiel ahtrafs 
a|ifiKed to peace-^yet I have not beea 
able to ofatain one smile from miar Port^ 
many sifice I have been prooiised peafe/' 
"«^iiiharraaBed by Mr. Hcrvey's vtw 
pffoafihfia, aadprovoJced to&id thai; Bdinda 
was * iffoxA agaiost all iier raillery* lady 
Belacour grew iipasut ill-huzDoiired towards 
her. Beiindaf tmconsdons of JbaYtng 
given any jast x»u8e of offoMe, fwaa uia^ 
moyed ; and her bdytship's embarraasmant 
increased.^ — ^At last, reaniamag all her &ff- 
mer appearance of friendshm and confi- 
d^Doe, she sndcienly exdaimed^xme night 
a^r die bad flatt«?ed Belinda into high 
spirits — 

; ^ 'Do yon know» my dear, that I iiave 
been so a^amed of myself fin* this- weak 
pftst. that f heave hardly dared to^lookyoti 
sn ^ '£i€e«*-l am sensifa^ Imiaa do^wn^ 


ri^t Bids 9MdaMaftO(Tf{m mtAkfau^nA' 
eir« since I hvyebfenp^nkspt ; and ^afl 
penkeiitfi aKvuei^ stufid ^tf disagreMUe^ 
I am suxefr--b«l7 triUh me jpn forgise nqp 
caprsQe» voidhdsf Ikhaomf ^^ritt be kerielf 
agaiB.^^ 

It \9m AM dificult to .obtaia BSsM$ 
fpfrgiveness* 

f« Ifuiee<k'^ GOntumed bdsf Del»DOiir» 
^ you ase txxi gao(i-r-4nk dMen> in my own 
jttsldficatjan I ma&t say, that I have morit 
things, tomake me Bl^humoured than moift 
people have.-^tiow> my dear^ that most 
obstinate of humaki beings, lordDda* 
coor^ has reduced xob to the. most tenrifale 
sttiiadon — ^I have made Clarence Hervey 
buy a pair of bosses for me, apd 1 cannot 
make my Iprd Delacour pay for them — 
but I i^oi^ot %o teU yodj that 1 tsook your 
namer-^not in vain indeed'^-^in this busl-* 
ness.-r-I told Clarence^ that upo^ gosi« 
dision he would do tbmjifb for met your 
^ottld forgive him ^ all has sins» and 
•^^^nayi my desur^ why do you look as i£ i 


lad iMdhbtd yoB to ther keiit^.^3fter ^a9» 
Itonly kkevF upon y^ur pretty hioiitli* for a 
few w ni l cfl i i i Ray Jct'.me see wfaethfilr it 
hu aetinSy fon^gotten ^^ txi tsoSiisJ^ 

BdiAdsL vs^s tco tnuck vexed at this in* 
stant to understand raillery. — She ^as in* 
sf^red by anger vntk nnwont^d courages 
and losing all fear of kdy Delacour's wit^ 
she very seriously expostulated with her 
lad^hlp upon having thus used her name 
Mdthouthdr consent or knowledge. Be* 
llnda fell: she was. now in daogtf of facing 
led into>a isituation^ which imght be fatal 
to hit reputation and. her Imppiness ; ai^d 
she was the more siu^rlsed at Jier lady* 
^p, when ^e recollected the history she 
had so lately heard of l^riot Freke and 
colonel Lawless. - ' . 

^^ . ¥ou cannot but ^be eensibie^ lady 
DdacGur/' said Bdiaida^ ^ that after the 
cmtempt I haife heard Mr. Harvey ex* 
press .ftff match-makiag Mrs. Stanhopo^s 
nieoes, I should.. deg;rade myself .by soy' 
attempts toiattract his attention.^No wit« 
no eloquence, caa change my opinion 
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i^n tMs SQl)j^ct — I cannot endure con« 
tempt. 

^ Veiy fikely*— no d6iibt*'^--interniptcd 

lady Delaceur, •* but if you woidd only 

open your eyes, which heroines make 

it a principle never to do — or ebe. there 

would be an' end of the novel — ^if you 

would only open yOur eyes, you would 

see that this man is in love with you ; and 

whilst you are afraid of his contempt, he 

is a hundred times more afraid of yours ; 

and as long as you are each of you in such 

fear of you know not what — you must 

^xoise me if I indulge myself in a little 

whdesome* raiflc^." — Belinda smiled-— 

*^ There iiow, one such smile as that foir 

Clarence H^rvey^ and I am out of debt 

and danger," said lady Delacour. 

*^ O, lady Delacour^ why, why will 
you try your power over me, in this man- 
ner ?'* said Belinda;w-^* You know that I 
ought not to be persuaded to do what I am 
conscious* is wrong.-^But a few days ago 
you tdid me yourself^ that Mr Hervey 


man of your penetration must iee t^t^ 
tM ^ fj^^l mes^ to Sjct with jpapt-t^ wn 
IM»t ? BW^fii ft?f W^r H(8pv»y .ift a9$r J«pp««, 
•*--Hi^ i» » fifoft oi "sjat ^^ gj|JJIiwtryrT--|. 
ain ji|if)ir»pt^ied iq tljift ^syf pf !^§. vr#rjl<iyf 
-»-I.w*S4^ ft4^fl|t«fl liyp|njfi:au»t'^aM|). 

^^-^I hm wily b«ei^ w'^ her»;f/w^ 

mmySfe)," . ' 

^' ('U 1^ p9Ke Mf „ HQir««5r aiuitt loiow 
t^bi^t," sgi(i jac^sQi^cowr, b^t in thet 
ipg^n ^m^ I do think mf fm zpfocaiaet 

of 4pliP4(e ^isCfess^ i^ooldi decide, t^at I 
am, ^ the ^^cumsCvmefl eonaideredr 
^mr^ f!,9 hs fSti^d at this pr^seaMk moment 
thai) yi9u wf.r—Ffi^r the ffilaaffophe of the 
business ^y^^^Iy is ^t I itiptt pay two 

Ii9ndr-e4 gui^^ftw i^ tibei horses aon)6 how 

orothj^jT," 

'> ^ ^iHPk pay fpr them/' exdaim^ Ab'^ 
Udid^, -''9;^} >(9l| lyitjbi the gwatest j^- 
$ur<^**T-I will n/p9 go to the hiitlmi^^iiijr 
di^esp li nfMl; b9Hpi9k^;r-WiU two huaidMcl 
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guineas pay for the Jusnses ?>nr.Q^ t^kft the 
noD%Y — ^pay Mr. Henrey, dear bdy De- 
laawr, aa4 it will all be right." 

^ Tou are a chanmng giil/' said lady 

Delacour, embradag her, ^ but how can 

I 'answer for it to my consdencey or to 

yoisr aunt Staahqpe, if you doq't appear 

mk the birthnight ?-«^That cannot ^, my 

dear ; besides, you know Mrs. Franks 

will send home your drawing-room dress 

to day, and it would be so fodish to be 

presented for nqthing — ^not to go to Ae 

birthnight afterwards. — if you* say ^you 

must say ^ " 

** Then," said Belinda, ♦* I will not go 
to the drawing-room. ''-^" Net go, my 
dear 1 What, throw away fifty guineas fo^ 
nothing I Really I nevjer saw any one so 
kfirish of her money, and so etcenomic'Ckf 
het smiles." * 

^< Surely,!' said miss FbrUnan, ^Mtitf 
better ftnr me' to throw away fifty guineas, 
poor as* I am, than to hazard the har- 
ness of my ti&.-t-*Ycmr facfyi^ip kqows that 
if I say « to Mr. Hcnrey, ^ must jay *,— * 
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NO| nOf xffy dear lady Delacour«j-faere is 
the draught fair two hundred guineas~*pay 
Mr. Hervey, for Heaven*s sake^ and there 
is an end of the bu^ess/! , 

« What a positive chad it isl— WeU, 
thjen it shall not be forced to say the a, b, 
c, of Cupid's alphabet^ to that terrible 
pedagogue Clarence Hervey, till it pleases 
— but .§eriously> miss Portman, Tm. con- 
cerned that you ^ill make me take this 
draught. — It is absolutely, robbing you. — 
But lord Ddacour's the person you must 
blame — it is all his obstinacy— -having ence 
said he would not pay for the horses, he 
would see them and me and the whole 
human race expire, before he would 
change his silly mind. — ^Next month I 
fibflJl have it in my power, my dear, to re- 
pay you with a thousand thanks — and in 
a few months more we shall have ano- 
ther ' birthday » and a new star shall ap- 
pear in the firmament of fabhion, s^nd it 
shall be c^Ued Belinda. — In the mean 
time, my dear, upon second thoughts, per* 
haps ym can get Afrs« Franks to dispose 
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of your drawing-room dress to some 
person , of taste, and you may keep your 
fifty, guineas for the next occasion.— 
m see what can be done — adieu a thou- 
sand tl\asks, silly child as you are.'' 

, Mrs. franks at first declared, that it 
would be an init)Ossibility to dispose of 
miss Portman's di-ess, though she would 
do any thih^ upon Ea^th to foblige lady 
pelacour— however, ten guineas made 
every thing possible. .Belinda rejoiced, at 
having, as she thought, extricated herself 
at so cheap a late ; aQd Well pleased with 
her own .conduct, she wrote to her aunt 
Stanhope, to infofm her, of as much of the 
transaction as she .could disdose, without 
betraying lady Delacour. ** Her ladyship,'* 
she said, *^ had . imniediate occasion for 
two .. hundred guineas, and to accom- 
modate her with thb sum, she had given 
up tie id^ of going to ,court.*' , 
The tenour of miss Pcurtman's letter will 


be sufficiently appjtrent from Mrs. Stan- 
hope s answer. 


Ida i^wPA^ . 

r 

.. MRS, STA|JHOP]p^ to MISS PORXWAN. . 

•J.' .»r .1 •■■'i.j*' ^ 

Bath, June 24<, 

" J CAN2!ioT but, feel some astbnishr 
ment, Belinda, at your very extr^6r4in?Lry 
cQpduQt, and more exjtraordiijary lettei^.r* 
What you can meapi by principles and 
delicacy, t oym t don't pretend to ypder- 
st<tnd, wi^A 1 see. you «iot only fiorget the; 
respect that is due to the opinions and ^d^, 
vice of the autit, to, whom, you ow^ every 
tjungj^btit you takp upon yourself ta, 
lavish her money, without cornnoion frc^ 
nesty. — ^I, send you 200 guineas, and de- 
are you to go tQ court-— you lend my 20Q 
gummas to lady peUeour, ^d inferbi me^^ 
that^ you thi^k^ youi^lf bpUQd xn honour; 
to Qer ladyship, yqu cannot es^p^sdu all th^ 
particulars to .me, otherwise,, you ar^ sure 
I should approve ' of t^ reasons^ wl^ch, 
have ' influeuced you. — ^Mijahty .satisfao 

ter, you tell me that you doi not wink^ 
that m your situation m lite it is nectt'^r 


* 
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sary that you shouldgp ta couft. Your 
opinions and niine»,yoa add, differ in many 
points^ — ^Then I must say that you are 
as ungrateful, as you are presua)ptuous<-«o-v 
for 1 am^ not such a novice in the affiur^ 
q£ this wcHrld, as to be ignorant that wheok 
sk young lady {Mrofesses to he of a different 
opinion from her f riends^ it is only a pve«< 
lude to somethmg worse.-«*<She begins by 
sasying, that she is determined to think 
for her^lf ^ and she is determined to actt 
k>t beisd^&^-ftnd then it k all over with? 
her — and aS the money, &c« that has 
beea (pent upon her.education^ is so mu^ 
dead loss to her fdendiu 

^^ Nfi^ llookup(m.it9.th«tayQniiig:gurl: 
who W been hr ou^t up» and brought 
forward i« the wortd as yc^ haiVQ beea 
by connfTK^on^, is bound to be guided im^ 
^idy by them in aU her condiuct*^ 
What sfecmld you think cC a mati; who» 
after ^e hftd been thought into ptyrfi^iBenC 
hy ^' £ri«nd, would gp ^nd vote against 
that £rmidVopbioni.*TTTou do not want 
s^nse^: BeUnda-^you poKfecdy uudarstand 
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me— andccnseqtiently,yaur errours I must 
impute to the defect of your heart, and 
not erf your judgment.— I see, that on ac- 
count of the illness of the princess— the 
king's birthday is put off for a fortnight. 
If you manage property, and if (unknowri 
to lady ■ " " ' s ^^ho certainly has not 
used you well in this business, and to 
whom thei'efore you owe no peculiar deli- 
cacy) you make lord • " ■ sen^Ue 
bow much yout aunt Stanhope is disap- 
pointed and displeased (as I most truly 
am) at your intention of missing this op^ 
portunity of appearing 'at court ; it is ten 
to one but his lordship, who hais not made 
it a point to refuse y^ur request, I suppose, 
wiU pay you your two hundred guineas. 
— i-You of course will make proper ac- 
knowledg;ments ; but at the same time^ 
entreat that his lordship will not commit 
you with his lady, as she might be offended 
at yotir application to him. — I understand 
from an intimate acquaintance of hid, that 
yon are a great fsivourite of his lordship's,, 
and though an obstinatef he is a good- 
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natured man^ and can have no fear of 
being governed by you ; consequently he 
will do just a$ you would have him. 

" Then you have ant opportunity of re- 
presenting the thing, in the prettiest man- 
ner imaginable, to lady • as an in- 

stance of her lord's consideration for her 
•— 5o you will oblige all parties ^a very de- 
sirable thing) without costing yourself one 
penny, and go to the burthnight after all. 
— And this only by using a little address 
— without which nothing is to be done 
in this world. 

". Yours qffictionately^ (if you follow 
my advice,) 

SfiLi^YA Stanhope/' 

Belinda, though she could not, consist^ 
ently with what she thought right> follow 
the advice so artfiilly given to her in this 
epistle^, was yet extrimely concerned to 
find, that she had incurred the displeasure 
of an aunt to whom she thought hersdf 
mnder obligations^ She tesblved to lay-by 


w mvich fiis she possibly could, from tht 
b^ta^sft ^lier f(»mme, and to repay the 
two hundred guhieas to Urs. Staifbope : 
fih^ was coBScioaQB that she haS no right to 
le^ this money to lady Delaceur, if lier 
atmt -had expressly desfrediiiat she ^ould 
dpend it otily "OB her court dress j but this 
had jRot 'distinctly been expressed, when 
Mrs. Stanhope sent her niece the draughts. 
That lady wasin^tfae'habit of speaking and 
writing ambiguously, so .thstt et^eil those 
who knew her .best,, were frequency in 
doubt how to interpret her-word^.'-^Yet 
She was ^xtr^mely displeased when lier 
hints, and her half expressed wiiihe^ 'were 
not Utider^tbck!. — ^Beside the concern she 
felt from the thoughts of having displeased- 
bef Mnt, Belindl- was'^^bothl vexed and 
isiortiiied, to pepceive that ih Clarence 
Hervtdy% manner tow^dd lier there w»s 
ti6t'tlie change; whsoh she hadex^ecfed 
that tier eondict'' would' 'naturally* fk'o- 
'Hate. ' ^ .:/'.-.{.. I. '. 

^Ow 4^/;tfhe wal'isut{nmad itt fats m 
proaching her for caprice in having given 
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•IlMaCOiii'^6 iefnibarratemewt whittt Mr. 
iiex^ey s^oker-BdUnda attributed to Jior 
ladyship's desii^e that Clai?€»ce 'shoold not 
I^M^vr^ 'thit^'she bsKl' been obliged td bor- 
bow 'the money to f ay .Um for the faoraeei. 
Belinda thought that this was a apecUiB 
fa£ mean pride ; but sbe made it a point 
to ikeep her >ladyship s secnt-^dtt ihere 
fore slightly ailswered M^ Hervey^ ^^ that 
idbe wondered that aman^ iw4io isso vntk 
acquainldd -^irit^ the femaie.sex^.ekoiiki 
he^ ^uirprised set any lAstande ^of xaprioe 
itrnk^ w€)tntfn/'-^4Dbe ccmya^alnDn thea 
^k aiMCWer^titm^ Jand winbtithey wete 
%iiUng''oii'iikMENreitti'«ubfect in came 
tdrd Delaooar^a aiany ^ Omnpfart^ witA 
Kirs. 8tanh6p€^ir*driiighl imtwo Jumdced 
gnmeas^ '^^iihkk the ieoadnnflfkerf s txndgx had 
just broujg;ht:Wic/b€ieMse4Bisa Portnuui 
iiad forgotten t<^ ifttkise'xdtL^^^-fBeliiidai's 
tttoiiishden^At * ^was' »al«tiQeOQErxg|biat at Hm * 
instant, fts' kdy rlifebidodr^ jcentfiision.^^ 
^^ Come this way^ my Ifiwv andivre'U 
find you a pen and ink*— you need not 


i92 B£UNDA« 

wait, C^ampfort — ^but tell * tk^i : man to 
wait for the ' draught — njiss Portmao wiB 
endocse it immediately.'^— -And she took 
Belixida into another rdpnp.: . : . 
- *^ Oood Heavens! Has ilot this money 
.been paid to Mr. Hervey?'' e^uJaimed 
Belinda. 

" No, my dear, but I wiU take all the 
blame upon myself; or, which will do just 
as well for you, throw. vit all upon my 
better half— my lord-DeUccfur would not 
pay for my new caj^riage-r^The co^cb* 
maktf , insdent animal^ wo^d not let it 
out x)f his yard without a 'hundred guiiiieas 
in ready money; -nNow. you know I had 
the horses^ aiid what c^(ild Ido.with.the 
horses, without > the carri9ge« : Clarence 
Hervey^ 1 knew, could n^ait for his money 
better than a poor devil <tf a coach-ma^r, 
so l^paid the codch-fmak^^ ^^d a few 
-months ^Qonerorlatiec can make no diSi^r- 
' ence to r CS^urence^ who xi^ in gold,- my 
deaxw^if tibat ;WJIL be^ any .com^t .tp yo«, 
asHiopeitnaffl.^'.^' ,/.: / j ^ 
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'^ O, what will he thank o(F me V' said 
Belinda* 
<^. JjiBff, what will he think of me^ 

dbiidr 

^ Lady DehuMmr,^ said ^Belinda, ixi a 
firmer )taiie than >she had ^^er before spo- 
ken-^^^I must iastst ^xpon this draught's 
being given ^ Mr. fietnrey.^* 

" >Absdutto]y: imposeible, my dear. — I 
canaotptake^itfrom ^ ooach-maker,-^he 
has rseiKt ^htune the ^carriage*— the thing'^ 
dime, and canaot 'be undone.-^^But idome, 
siMe I iknow inottiing else win make you 
easy, J wiUbke this «igiity favour from 
Mr. HerveyeiBlirely upon my pwn con- 
acienoe. — ^Yoa cannot ^object to that, for 
you are not the keeper of my oonscience 
— I will tell Clarence the whole businessi 
2md do /you honour due> ^my ddar**-^o en** 
dorse jbhe note, whilst I go and sound both 
the.'prabes of your, dignity of mind, arid 
simpiidty of character,. &C. &c. &c. &c. 
&c." — »Her ladj'ship broke away 4rom 
Belinda, returned to Qarence Hervey, 
and told the whole affair with that pecu- 
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liar, pus^c^: viitb' »{hdch: she/ knew haw to 
make a good story of a bad one>-^la- 
fence was as favourable an auditor at 
this time as she could possibly have fcxmd, 
foirrino human being could value money 
less than he did, and all. sense of her 
ladyship's meanness was lost in his joy at 
discovering fhat Belinda was worthy of 
his esteem.— Now he felt in it's fullest ex- 
tett all the power she had ov^ his heart, 
and /he was upon the point, of declaring 
his attachment to her, whmi-— * malheu- 
remementj' — sir Philip Baddely and Mr. 
Rochfort announced themselves by the 
noise .they made on the staircase. These 
were the young men who had spoken in. 
such a coi>tempiuous manner at lady Sin* 
gleton^s^f the match-making Mrs. Stan- 
hqpe and her nieces. — Mr. Hervey was 
a^n^Us rthat they should not penetrate 
into the.st[ate of his heart, and he con- 
cealed his. ^ftiot^On by instantly s^suming ' 
that kind of rattling gayety, which always 
deljghtied his companions, who were ever 
ia vi^^pt of spnxe one to set their stagnant 
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ideas in motion. At last they insisted 
upon carrying Clarence away with them t© 
taste some wines for sir Philip Baddely. 
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CHAPTER VIL 


THE SERPENTINE RIVER. 


In his way to St. James's street, where 
the wine merchant lived, sir Philip Bad- 
dely picked up several young men of his 
acquaintance^ who were ail eager to witness 
a trial of taster of epicurean taste — ^be- 
tween the baronet and Clarence Hervey. 
Amongst his other accomplishments our 
hero piqued himself upon the exquisite 
accuracy of his organs of taste. He 
neither loved wine, nor was he fond of 
eating ; but ^ fine dinners, with young 
men who were real epicures, Hervey 
gave himself the airs of a conndisseur, and 
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asserted superiority even in judging of Mane 
and sauces. — Having gained immortal ho- 
nour at an entertainment, by gravely pro- 
testing that some turtle woujd have been ex- 
cellent if it had not been done a kubUe too 
mucfiy he presumed, elate as he was with 
the ap^auses' of the company, to assert, 
that ^o map in England had a more cor- 
rect taste than hiipself. — S&r Philip Baddely 
could not passively submit to this arro- 
gance; heloudiy prodaimed, that thou^ 
he would not cfi«pute Mr. H^rvey^s judg- 
ment as far as eating was concerned, yet he 
w6^ defy him ^ a connoisseur in wines, 
aiid he oQei^ed to submit the competition 
to any eminent, wine-merchant in London, 
and to some ccMXimon friend of acknow* 
ledged tast^ and .experience. -r-Mr. Roch- 
fort was chosen as the oommon friend of 
acknowledged taste an4 experience ; and 
a fashionable W)ne-merchant was pitched 
upon, to decide wkh htm the merits jof 
tljiese candidates for bacchanalian f^^me. 
Sir Philip, who was just going to ftirhif& 
his ceiiars^r was a person of importance ta 
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the wineTijierchant^ who produced ac- 
cpydingly his choicest treasures. — Sir . 
Ehalip and Clarenqe tasted of all in their 
turns; sir Philip with real, and Clarence 
with affected gravity j and they delivered 
their • opinions of the positive and compa- 
rative merits ojF each. The wine-mer- 
chant evidently^ as Mr, Hervey thought, 
leaned towards sir Philip. — r'' Upon my 
word, §ir ^ Philip, you ate ipght^^that 
wine is, thp;best I .hav.e— r.yotf certainly 
have a most discriqunatiing t»ste,'*. i^aid the 
complaisant wine-merchint.—** TU tell; 
you what," ci-ied sir Philip, ** the thing is. 
this — ^by G— r,|:|oW there'^ i no possibility 
now — no possibility now by G-^ . of . im* . 
posing upon me:-/—:'' Then," said Gke^ 
rence Hervey, " would you engage to tell 
the difference between these two wines 
ten times, running, blindfold ?*' — " Ten 
times, th?Lt s nothing," replied six Philip; 
" yes, fifty times, I 'would, byG — /' 
'. But when it came to the trial, sir Philip 
had nothing left but oaths in hi& own 
favour. .Claren/ce Hervey was victoriously 
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ind his sense of the importance of this 
victory was nauch increased by the fumes 
of the winei^ which began to operate upon 
his brain. — ^His triumph was, as he said 
it ought to be, bacchanalian — he laughed 
and sang with Anacreontic .spirit, and 
finished by declaring, that he deserved 
to be crowned with vine-leaves. — ** Dine 
with me, Clarence,^' ^aid Rochfort^ 
^ and well crown you with three times 
threer-and,'' whi^r^ he to sir Philip — 
V we'll have another trial after dinner.'' 

** But as it's not near dinner time yet — 
only half past six by me — what shall we 
do with ourselves till dinner time ?" said 
sir Philip, yawning pathetically, 

Clarence, not being used to drink in a 
morning, though ail his companions were, 
was much af&cted by the wine, and Roch- 
fort proposed that they should take a turn 
in the park to cool Harvey's head* — ^To 
Hyde-park they repaired; sir Philip 
boasting all the way they walked, of the 
superiour strength of his head^ 

Clarence protested thtit his^ own wa$ 
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stronger than sutty man's in Eogkad, and 
obs^irecU that.al tkis^ instajat he walked 
bett^ tbim any pi^Fson in company^ sir 
Philip Baddely not exGepted. Now sir Pfai-r 
lip Baddeiy was a noted pddpucrian^ aiidiie 
iminediatdiy challenged our hero to walk 
with 1dm for any money he pleased**^ 
^' Done," said Churence, ^^ for ten guineas 
— for any money yo^ please^'^— ami instant* 
iy they set out to waJrk^ as Rochfbrt cried 
^^ one, two, threes and away^ keepi tiba 
path) aqd which^^ readies that ekn tree . 
first has it.'" 

They were exayQtly even for some yardsy 
then Clarence got ahead of sir Philip, 
and he reached the eli9 tree first i bttf as 
he wav^d his hat, exdaitning, " Clarence 
has won the day," sir Philip came up 
with his companions, and coolly informed 
him that he had lost his wager — ^^ lost I 
lost ! lost ! Clarence ; fairly lost." 

*« Didn't I reach the tree first,*' said 
Clarence. 

^' Yes/' answered his companions, ^^ but 
you didn't keep the path.-— You turned 
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0Bt of tlie way when j^okl met that crowd 
of chijdren, yonder.''-^" Now /,! said 3ir 
Kiillp, ^ dashed faidy through them— ^kept 
the path, and won my bet/' 

^ But,*^ said Hervey, ** would you have 
had me run over that Iktle ch3d, who Was 
stopping down just in my way V^ 

** /, not i,^ said sir Philip, '* but t would 
have yov go 4:hrough with yqur civility — 
£F a ms^n >wiU be poKte, he must pay for 
his politeness (sometimes . -r-You said you'd 
lay ,me any money I pleased, recollect- 
now il'm very ipoderate — and as you are a 
particular friend, Clarence, 1 11 only take 
your ten guineas.*' 

A k)ud laugh^from his companions pro>^ 
vokod ; Clarence ; they weie glad '* to. 
have a laugh against him,*' because he 
exdted universal envy, by the real supe- 
riority of his talents, and by his perpetu- 
ally taking the lead in those trifles which 
were beneath his ambition, and exactly 
suited to engage the attei^ttipn of his, 
associates. 

** Bje it so — and wdcome— I'll pay tea 

K 5 


2QB ; BELINDA. 

guineas- for ^having better manners than 
^fiy of you," cried Hervey, laughing) 
" but remember, though Tve lost this bet, 
I don't give up, my pedestrian famfe. — Sir 
Philip, th^re are no women to throw gol- 
den apples, iji my way nowy and no > chit 
dren for me to stumble over -, I dar^ you 
to auQther. trial — double or quit.*' 

•« rm ofFby G— ," said sir PhUip— **rni 
too hot,^ (iamme, to walk with yoi» any 
more — but Vm your nlian if y ouVe a n^iind 
for a swini-r-damtne, here's the S^pen4 
tine river, Clarence. — Hey ? damn it ?— 
Heyr' . 

Sir Philip and all his companions knew 
that Clarence had never learned to swim. 

"You may wink at one another, as 
wisely as you please," said Clarence, 
" but come on my boys— I am your man 
for a swim — a hundred guineas upon it" — 


< Darest thou, Rocbfort, nowjt 


< Leap in with me into this weedy flood. 
• And swim to yonder point/ 

and instantly Hervey, who had in his con- 
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fiised head some recollection of an essay 
of Dr. Franklin's on swimming, hy whicn 
he fancied that he could ensure at once his 
safety and his fame^ threw off his coat 
and jumped into the river--4uckily he Was 
not in boots— Rochfort began coolly to 
undress himself under the trees, and all 
the other young men stood laughing by 
the river side — " Who the devil are these 
two that seem to be making up to us,'' 
said sir Philip, • looking at two gentlemen 
who were coming towards them. — " St. 
George, hey, you wh oknow every body." 
— .*^ The foremost is Percival of Oakly 
Park, I think, 'pon my honour," replied 
Mr. St. George-^and he then began to 
settle how many thousands a year Mr. 
Percival was worth ; this point was not 
decided, when the gentlemen came up to 
the spot where sir Philip was standing. 

The child for whose sake Cbrence 
Hervey had lost his bet was Mr. Perci- 
val's, and he came to thank him for his 
civility, — The gentleman who accompa- 
nied Mr. Percival was an old friend of 
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Clarence Hervey 'd, be bad met him abroad> 
but bad not seen him for 9dme y^ars. 

'^ Pray g^ntleomi," sttd be to lis: FbSif 
imd his party — " is Mt. Clarence Hervey 
anKMigst you ? I think I saw iam fias$ by 
nae jiast now.*' 

* ' Damn it, yes, where is Qary though ;*' 
exclaimed sir Philip^ sttddeidy recdkcting 
hims^f. — Clarence Herirey at this in&tsuit 
was Hrowning, he had got out of bis 
depth^ and had struggled m vaia to re- 
cover himself. 

** Curse me, if it*s not all over with 
Clary," contmned sir Philip. — *^ Do any 
of you see his bead any where? Damn 
you, Rochfort, yonder it is/* 

" Damme* so it is/' said Rochfort — 
^' but he's so hea\7' in his clothes, he'd 
pull me down along wih him to Davy's 
Locker<-^amme if 111 go after bim«" 

*< Damn it, though* can't some of ye 
swim ? — ^Can't some of ye jump in ?'' cried 
sir Philip turning to his companions — 
•**Damn it, Clarence will go to the bot- 
tom.'' 
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And so he inevkidbSf ivsoold have dom^ 
had not Mr.. Pecesval at this iiiBtant leaped 
jwto tilie rrrer> and sessEsd hold of the 
drowning Clti«nce« k was with great 
ttJficnilty thst he dragged him to shore. — 
Sir Philip's party, as soon as the danger was 
oiwr, ofidously offered their assistance. 
Clarence Hervey was absolutely senseless. 
-^'' Damn it, what shall we do wiih Mm 
jDOW," said sir Phdij^---^ Damn, ft, we 
muiit odl some of the people fthm 4^ 
boat'-house^ he's as heavy as leadr-Ktantn 
me if I know what to do withftiim.!' 

Wiiilot sk Philip was damning himself, 
Mr. Peroival ran to the boat-thowe for 
assistance, and they carried the body into 
the heoiae ; the elderiy gentleman who had 
accohipinied Mr* Percival, now* made 
hb IV ay through; the nftdst of the noisy 
crowd, and directed what should be done 
to restore Mr. Harvey's smpended anima- 
•tion. Whilst he was eni{doyed in this 
benevolent manner, Clarence's worthy 
friends were sneering at him, and whis'* 
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perihg to'cJrie another-^** Ecodiie talks 
as if he was a doctor," said Rochfort. 

f' Ton honour I do believe,'' said St. 

George,,*" he is the famous Dr. X ; I 

met him at a circulating library t'other 
day." : ~ 

^' Di:. X— ^ — the writer, do you niean/' 
said sir Philip,-^— '^ then damn me we'd 
b^tleilget out of his way as £ast as we can^ 
Qt he^ hav^ some of iis down in black 
apd wBite, and curse me if I should choose 
to n)eet with myself in a book.''— ^" No 
danger of that/' said Rochfort, *^for how 
can one meet with oneself in a book, sir 
Philip, if one never opens one. — By 
G-^ that's the- true way." 

But 'pon. my honour," said St* George, 

I should like of all things to see myself 
in print; 'twould: make one faimousiy h,- 




mous*'* 


c« 


DaiKn me if I don't flatter myself, 
though,' one can make oneself famous 
enough to all intents and purposes with- 
out having any thing to say to these author 
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geniussQ^TT^YOu/re j> faitious^ fallow, ikith; 
to want.tjaaeeyouirsetf in prmt^FU pub- 
lish this in .Bond street-^dapan.itiift ppint 
of famou^^sS) I'd . sbort.xny- Random 
agtunat aU thc^ bool^ th^tever were reaji 
0r iiylFittefty-4»pii) me— l?m .wl^at are w^ 
doiftgbere,?" . f.^ Kerveqr -a in good han^isfyll 
said sir Philip — " and this here'6 a cursed 
stupid lottngb for us-r^esides ,itV getting 
towards dintiefr tkne, so my voice .is, let*$ 
h€ off, and we can leave St. Qeorge (who 
has sucih a famous liiind to. be i^ the . doc- 
tor's hooksr) to bring Clary after us, when 
he's ready for dinner and good company 
again^ you know, ha ! hal ha !" 

Away the faithful friends went to the 
important business of. their day. 

When Clarence' Harvey came to his 
senses, he started up, riibbed his eyes,* 
and looked about/ exclaiming — *' What's 
all this?— Where am I ?~W here's Bad- 
dely ?-^ Where's Rochfort ?— Where are 
they all?" 

" Gone home to dinner/' answered Mr. 
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St. <jre04^, ^^ mho was a liangir o» o^ 
sir flip's, — ^Rit ^hey feft trie to fering you 
after l1ie«i.-— F«ith, Oary^ youVc had a 
squedc ^r your life — ^pon-my liofloui^, we 
tliought at one time it was ^1 over vA)$l 
you — but you're a tough otte—r We shan't 
have to * pd^ir ovtf your jgrave a fuH tjot- 
tie of red, as yet my boy — ^you'H do a& 
well as ever,---^So rH step and caH a coach 
few: y^u -Clary, and we shafl be at dinfier 
as soon as the J best of 'em after all^ by 
jingo.— jI leave you in good hands with 
the doctor here, that l>rought you to life> 
2|nd the gentleinan that dragged you out 
of the water." -rr^ Here's a note for you," 
whispered Mr. St. Oeoi^e, as he leaned 
over Clarence iHervey-— ^^ Herd's a note 
for you firom^sirPhilip and Kochfort-^read 
it, do you«mind»Y^^w/rj^y." 

^ If I can," said CUraace — ^^ but sir 
Philip writes a Moadi^ bad hand." 

** O, he-^ ^ baronety" said St. George^ 
" ha I ha ! ha !" — and charnos^d with his, 
own wit, he left; the room. 
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Clarence with SQme diffiqijity deci- 
phered the note, whioh QQnt^m^ thew 
worda: 

^^ Quiz the doctor^ Clary, as SQoii 9a 
you are up to it— W$ w s^^thor-^so fair 
game^-Hjuisi thff doctor, and we'U drink 
your health with th;?ee times three in 
Rochfovt'a Buzgttudy* 

Yours, i^Q, 

PHIL. BADDELY. 

^ P.Sl Bum thia when read/' 

T^th the request contained in the post^ 
script Clarence immediately complied ; he 
threnr the note into the fire with indigna» 
tioh, the moment that he had read it, and 
turning towards the gentleman to whom 
it alluded^ he began to express in the 
strongest terms his gratitude for their be# 
nevolence.-^^But he stopped short in the 
midst of hifi acknowledgments, when he 
discovered to whom he was speaking. 


210 • BbLlNDA. 

- " Dr. X r* cried he, " is it possi- 
ble ? — how rejoiced I am to see you— -and 
how rejoiced 1 am to be obliged to you — 
l^i^e is not a man in England to whom I 
^buld rather be obliged/* 

' '' You are not acquainted with Mr. 

Percival, I believe," sliid Dr. X , 

*: give me leave, Mr. Percival, to intro- 
duce to you the young gentleman whose 
life you have saved, and whose life — though 
by the company in which you found him 
you might not think so — is worth saving. 
— This sir, is^no less a nian than. Mr.. Cla- 
rence Hervey — of whose universal genius 
you haxre juist had a specimen ; for which 
he was crowned with sedges, as he well de- 
served, by the God of the Serpentine ri- 
ven — Do not be so unjust as to imagine, 
that he has any of the presumption which 
is Sometimes the chief characteristic of a 
man of universal genius. — Mr. Clarence 
Hervey is, without exception, the most 
humble man of my acquaintance, for 
whilst all good judges would think him 
fit company for Mr. Percival, he has the 
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IiumUity to think himsetf upon a level with 
Mr.* Rochfort, and sir Philip Baddely." 

^> You have lost as little of your satirical 
vidt. Dr. X-^- — ^, as of your Active benevo- 
lence, I perceive;" said Clarence Her vey, 
•* since I naet you abroad. — But as I can- 
not submit to your unjust charge of humi- 
lity, will you tell me where you are to be 
found in town, arid to rAdritoW" — ^'^ to 'mor- 
row— ^nrf^tx!)^ morro^ir— aild to morik>w,'»' 
said Dr. X—, " why not tty day ?'»i^'«?f : 
am enga'ged'/ said' Glarence, . hesitating 
and laughing-— *" I aitt Unfortunately en- 
gaged Ho day to dine ^fth MrJ Rochfort, 
and sir Philiji Balddely-^and in ih^ evei^' 
iiig I atti ti^\ii it lady Etehfcbur^s:" • 

" Lady Delacour ! — not the same lady 
Delacour wh6m four years agof> when we 
met kt Flot-erftfe, ybil' coirtfiared to the 
Venus de Medicis— no, no, it- cantfot be 
the same, a goddess of fbur^ years stand- 
ing ! incredible V^' •- : •' i^' - ' 

** Incredible as it seems,-' said Clai^nce, 
*' it is true^-^I admire her' ladyship more 
than ever? did,'* 


*^ tjfe? a true cojinpisseur," said Dt, 
X — -^.^- <^ yon jjdmir^ a^ l^pe giptprej thi^ 
old^if it gr?ws-T^I h^r th^t h^J? ladyship's 
hc^ is re^ly one of th^ finest piepfs of 
psgbtii^g extant;, wit^ the a^vj^^tagQ of 

«* ' Ev*ry ^ grace wliich lime alofte caO grant." 

♦* Come, CPip^, POQtpri ?rrf^/' cri^d 
Mr* P?r5cival, ^« ^© nip? e #t ^^ l^fiy Per 

for MrilJeffvey.". 

<♦ Why yoq ar? 90I jn love i^tji her. 
la/cjyshlpi, ar« yi)u ?" ^wlE^- Xrr-^1 •' I 
^1^ flo$ i» lqf/8 wfth Isfjy <Petefipw>.»?^ 

♦* but I ^fn§ 9n^ M Ipvp w't^ ibg ,<m^. 

r^t from that; in which he h^d first adr 

driesged M?v P«rcivj4. 

" To morrow you shall know the how, 
th^ Vhen, ^nd jtjie where," said Mr. 
Perdvalj *' here's yoijir frien.4, Mr. jSt 
George, and his coach.'' — •^ T^e deuce 
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JMkedvIm;'^ Siidtlktreffce^^ hnoft toll me, 
feit^s^ibk chat V<^^ ^^^ BOtftn Iav6 'with 
h&t ►^iB fMaftd. ^h-f.^^'^ Why ?" sM 
Mr.Percival — ^^ why — come to morrbi;^^as 
yaii'iiaf«« ^qnuii^d/ ^t^V^^et Oncfttenor 
street, and let noe intaxMuO^ ydu! to hdj 
Annlb i^ixdvirtMt^he ooi answer yoiir (jaes^ 
ticb bkt^ 'than L can ^^^ if «0t i^titely to 
yodr/ssdisfactkmv at leadt^entiroiy to xxdn^, 
which' is more >siHrprmkig,iBate lady i& my 

^ IBy this ^tkne, Qbnrence Hiervey vcas 
0qtrip|)eclih'i<A7'smtiof dlodids'^-^mdby 
t^e ^rengiih .of am bjcceflent ^hkitutkifi^ 
XMbidi^ie i)]fSi4 ^^^^ev^r inyurcid) ^^Vfien si»bdgdt 

ftdta^fe'efifectfe 6f Msla^e 1ln^mdfewrk--t 
"^€ifaiy, Jler« «v^ys< hfetfe's «he icdaeh,^^ 
^d Mh St- fe^«4<^-i^** Wl^ rtry bc^ 
Aat's fe *mous ^Ito^is felth! Why you 
kfe^k^fhfe beiw^r ifer'b6ing4r«K;rhfed-«^ 'pon 
honour, if I wis. J(^h\ 1 y^mU j^jftij) ihtb 
*e Si^pfefitftie fivei: dlic* i dky.'*--^" If I 
cbifld^fllWa^ lki%ure:()f «udilgopd^fi*i^nd4 
to puil ft(ie<Mit,'''siild Bkvey. ^'M f^ytSt. 


.Geoi^e, by the by, iwbat were y<><i/ alid 
Kochfort, and su*! Philip; aad all tfa^ r^ 
jof myifrieiuis-doiijgy.vjhibtl^as drown- 

. «' 1 can't say partkularlyyupon iny.scmU|' 
repfied Mr/ St. George, "for iny>x>WB 
par^ I wa& ia boots> . so you know I was. 
out of the question.-rBut ' what signifies 
all thatjnow ?— Come^ come^ we had .best 
think of looking aftier qiar dinners."' 

Clarence Hervey, who had very quick 
feeltngs/.wals extremely hurt by the indif- 
ference which his dear friends.had shown, 
when, his life was in danger } • he was apt 
to believe that he. was really an object. of 
affection. ^lid admiration amongst his com- 
panionS) and that . thOjUgh they were nei* 
ther v^y .wise, noif very witty, they were 
certainly very good natured* . Wh^n they 
had forfeited by their late conduct these 
claims to his regard, his partiality for them 
was changed into contempt. , 
; \^ You. had better con\^ home ainl ditfe 
with me, Mr< Hervey ," said Mr. Percival, 
<< if you be. not absolutely ?ngaged» for 
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here is your physician , wiio tells, me that 
temperance is oecessary for a man just, re- 
covered from drownings and M**. Rocbfort 
keeps too good a table,. 1 am to id, for one 
in your condition." 

Clarence accepted of this invitation with 
a degree of -pleasure, which perfectly 
astonished Mr. St. George. 

** Every man knows his own affairs 
best," said he to Clarencei as he stepped 
into his hackney, coach^** : but ' for. itoy 
share, I will do my friend Rochfort. the. 
justice to say that no one lives as well a$ 
he does." — 

^ If to live well mean sothing but to eat,'' 

said Clarence. 

^* Now," said Dr. X > looking at 

his watch ^< it will be eight o'clock by 
the time we get to Upper Grosvenor street, 
and lady Anne will probably have waited 
dinner for us about two hours, which I 
apprehend is sufficient to try the patience 

4 

of any woman but Griselda. — ^Do not," 
continued he, turning to Clarence Her- 
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Wy^ ^^ e:8lpect Itxi see an old iashioned) 
{Spiritless^ pattfient Giiselda^ m latdy A«ne 
POTcival*— I caaa assure y^m that ^ «— - 
trot i t^ill cieild]ier tdl^u "fchat &be i^^ sot 
what she is not.— Every inan^ iwjao has 
dfii^ ^bfiitks, £kes to bxvie ths-pleaunird and 
iuomar of ffindkig ant a chatecter hf hk 
own penetratioB) instead of lia/ving ift 
fcbrc^ oapcm iihn «t £d[l length rm Capital 
k^ms of igeld,' finely eUiUaacmedeaind iUu* 
iQSitiafted ^by the4ikad x>£ 'some itijucttcto^^ 
ffiferid •^E'Very child thinks the violet /ttf 
bis own fifrdimg the sweetest^— I spam 
you any farther allusions and illustrations, '* 

concluded Dr. X- , ** for here we are, 

thank God, in tipper tSrosvenor street." 


F 
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XhJBY fowDid lady AfisieFesoval in 
nkictet; of her ^ilidfen} whe ^1 turned 
tbekr healthyr, rosy, infeelligeBt faces tew 
wapTfls^ the door tb^ • ii|jCA1$Bt' that the^ 
heard . tbek Cither's voice. Clax^nce 
Harvey was so -mnch struck^ with ' the.QX-x 
pcesfiioh of: h^pf»siess in lady Anne'^ coun* 
tenaace,. that! he absolutely forgot to com^ 
pare her beauty with lady Delaanur*s^ 
Wrfaether hor -eyes m^^e^ Isffge or small^ 
bhte • or: haxle^ he rauld not teU; nay^. 
h^ ni^l^lit have been, puzzled if he had 
been a$fc©d the colour of her hair-—^ 
Wbetheesh^ were handsolwtby the rules o^ 

VOL. I. L 
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art, hfe ltB«i^ ««; t»t ^« *^* Aat^fiad^ 
the essen^ charm <rf beauty, the power (tf* 
preposs^ng tMe heart immettiateiy in her 
fevxwrr. ThdieJfect of hw manners, like 
that of her bcatity, was rather to be felt 
than described. Every body was at ease 
in her company; and none thought them- 
sdves called upon to admire her .—To 
Clarence Hervey,. vho had been used to 
the brilliant and exigeante lady Dehcour, 
this respite from the fatigue of admiration 
was peculiarly 'agreeable. The uncon- 
strained cheferft»li«s6 of lady. Anne Perd' 
val spbke a «tihd at ease, and immedi- 
ately imparted happiness by exciting sym- 
ptthy; but in totdy Delacour*s wit and 
gayety there' Was an appearance of art and 
eftjrt, which often destroyed the pleastti* 
that she wished to communicate.-^-SoAie 
people may admire?, t»t jibne causj^pa- 
thi^ with aflfe^a*^.— Mr. Hervey'wte, 
perhaps, urftiSiiafly disposed to reflection, 
b^'ha'rtng just e^f>ed from drowning-, 
for he mdde all tMse i comparison, and 

came to this .condusi6h with the accuracy 


of a ineta^]rsidan^ wl^o Iia« been acc^a^/ 
tome4 to study cause and effect— indeed 
there was no species of knowledge for; 
which he had not taste and talents, though»i 
to please fools, he too often aflSscted ^^ the 
bliss of ignorance/' 

The children at lady Anne Perdval's 
happened to be looking at some gold fish, 
which were in a glass globe, and Dr.. 
X , who was a general favourite with 
the younger/ as well as with the elder . 
part of the family, was seized upon th^ 
moment he entered the room: a pretty 
little girl of five years old took him pri*> 
soner by the flap of the coat, whilst two 
of her brothers assailed him with questio«f^ 
about the ears, eyes, and fins of fishes. 
One of the little boys fiUipped the glass 
^k)be, and observed, that the fish inmie* 
diately came to the surfiice of the water, 
and seemed to hear the noise very quickly; 
but his brother doubted, whether the fish 
heard the noise, and remarked, that they 
might be disturbed by seeing or feeling 

L 2 
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the motion pf the wg-ter, wtaa. tli^ g^a^f; 
was struck. 

Dn X, * observed, that this was a 
very learned dispute, and th?.t the q\ie^. 

■ 

tlOfi had be^n discussed by np l^f s. ^ pei<-! ♦ 
son than the abbe Nollet.j and.I^^.rf^ledl 
soipe of the ingenious experimepjs.tjried 
by th^j; gentlemain to d^cide^ whether 
fishes can or C2^nnot hean^— Whilst the dftg^^ 
tor was^ speakipg, Clarence IJerwy. .wa^,, 
struck with the intel^gqit. couAtewan9e ctf, 
on? of the little auditors — a girl of aboUjfr- 
ten or twelve years old ; he was surpris^ , 
to discover; in her features, though not 
in their ex^pres^ion^ a singular resemblstnce 
to lady Delacour. ^,^ rem^ked this to . 
Mr. Percival,, and. the child, who over* 
heard him, blushed as. red as scarlet,,— 
Dinner \^a^ announced at thisinstant, aiuL 
Clarence Her yey. thought no more, oif t^? 
circumstance^ attributing the girlV hh:(8b 
to confiisiou at being loakqd at sf) e^rn; 
estly.-^One df the little boys whispi^i^ed 
ai^ they were goi^g down to di^netj^ 
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* '' Helena, 1 ido . believe that tliis Is the 
good naf iirei gentleman, who went out of 
' the path to nxake room for us, jnste<^ of 
' running 6yer uS as the other man cU(L"r— 
Tnfe cniidren agreed that Clarence Her- 
vey certainly was th$ gopd naiured gentle- 
man, and upon the strength of this obs€;r« 
vatiohj one of the boys posted himself 
next to Clarencre at dinner^ and by .all :the 
Iflttle playful manceuvres in his power, 
^endeavoured to show his gratitudej and 
1t6 cultivate a frien^hlp which had 
t)een thus auspiciously commenced. — Mr. 
Hervey, who piqued hina^elf upon bemg 
able always to suit his 'conveVsation to. his 
companions, distinguished himself at dxpr 
nerbyan account dF the Chinese 'fishing- 
%ird, iAx)m which he passed to the various 
ingenious methods d£ fishing practised by 
the Russian t!!ossacks, ^rom modem he 
wehl to andent fish, and he talked of that 
wVich .was so much aclmired ^ the 
ftoman epicures for exhibiting ,a . suc- 
ce^on of t>eautifal colours whilst it is 
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dying j-ffiid v^hkh was^ upon diat accotiilt, 
sflways suftred to die in the presence of 
the guests^ as part of the entertainment. 
^--Clarence was led on by the questions t>f 
the children from fishes to birds ; he qxike 
of the Roman aviaries^ which were 4f} 

" constructed, as to keep from the sight of 

. the prisoners that they contained, ^' the 
fields, woods, and every object which 

'might remind them of their former ^ U* 
bertyv'^-^Frbm birds he was going on to 

; beasts, .when h6 was. nearly struck dumb 
by the forbidding severity, with which 

' an elderly lady, who sat opposite to him, 
fixed * her eyes upon him. — He had not^ 
till this instant, p^d the smallest attention 
\6 her ; but her stem countenance was now 
so strongly contrasted with the approving 
looks pf the children who sat next to her, 
that he could not help remarking it.— 
He asked her to do him the honour to 
drink a glass of wine with him.--^hede* 
dined doing him that honour; observing 
that she never drank more th w one gla» 


^Cwioe at/^dUniier, ^tpdithaf, s^ehad just 
taken o&e vdth Mr. PerdDval^r-^Her man- 
net wa$ M^-hred, but Jbauglxty in the 
^extreme; and dbe was 'fldpaiaoiiat^ that 
her anger sometimes conquered even her 
politeness. Her iSslske to Obrence Her- 
vey was apparent, even ' in her siletce.— «> 
^ If the old gentlewoman has taken an an* 
tipathy tome at fir^t sights I dumot help 
it^'' thought lie, and he went on to the 
beasts. The boy, who sat next him» had 
asked some questions about the proboscis 
of the elephant, and Mr. Heryey men- 
tioned Ive's account of the elephants in 
India, who have been set to watch young 
children, and who draw them bade gently 
with their trunks, when they go ' out of 
bounds. He talked next of the unicorn } 
and addressing himself to Dr. X~^-^and 
Mr. F^rcival, he declared, th^at m his 
opinion Herodotus did hot deserve to be 
called the &ther of lies; he cited the 
mammoth to prove, that the apocry- 
1^1 chapter in the history of beasta 
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fil$fu{d:rioi j» (ioiiietaHied**^*ditt it woiildiB 
sik .prcdiaytiijr/itt^sboii flfitabfishedcatslBise 
ygt^off.-^Tjm. Aem± hnoM \m tafafe 

: Jk3 die ibsftkr pvtlaisiB&ifiBh of dnesfiei 

i»d bdy'ilime. *^^ Hete^E^ itifyAe^x, <das^* 
tritwrteyptirx)xtodheriie»." 
~ :^ the sEune of ^Del^coar, Chvcnce 
"Hsrsmff tieoiigiLhis^hfiatd iv»8 stiU liatf itdl 
^.the manifnodi^ looked round in asto* 
ndm^eot^ andwiion he sxf^ the ohcntes 
^ced hsfofie die young ludy, ^ofhoseve* 
ymManoe to Iswiy Ddacour be had befixie 
Obsenwd, he coidd net help BKdriwiii^, 

^^ l]bat.youi\giady thai is not axlaugh* 
«r of your jadyahip*^?^ 

^ ISoi butl Iqve her as wdlas if dxD 
ijwere," repfiedibdy Anne.—** Vfhat ynn 
ycm sayb^ aimit the inanunoth P' 
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^ That iiie icndtaikftotii is supposeci^.to 
te^-^** but itttefWi5tlnjg himself,' Cta: 
thrice S^(i', itt an inqtiiritife tbne— ** A mV^^ 
<rflad^l>ekc6ut>?*^ 

**Her ladyship's daughter, sir," said 
the SfevBre old lady, ih a voice more ter^ 
rific than her looks. 

'^ ShiD 1 give ydu some strawberries, 
Mr. ttetvejr,** s^id lady Anne, " or will 
fdii let Heletik help you to some cher- 
ries?"' . - : 

« tter kdyifliip'& daughter r exclahhed 
Clarence Hervey in a tone of surprise. 

^Sb^e chferHe^s, Sir?" said Helena, 
but her Voice felte'red s6 much, that she 
could Hardly utter ifi^ wbrd?. 

Ckreilcfe per(!:eive'd that he had been 
Qie- cause ' of *hfei^ ^^Itation, though he 
fcn6'*r not pirecisely by what means, and he 
now SfppHed hinisetf in silence to tTie 
picking of hfe straWbetries with great diii- 
geliCei ♦ ' * * * * 

« The ladies ^tf 6ft ftllet ward withdrew^ and 
as Mr. Percival'did not foiicfh upon the 
liubject again,' CiafencQ foroore to asK anf 




faither qaestions, though he vns consider* 
ably surprised by this sudden discovery! -r« 
VThen he went into the drawingHToom to 
tea, he. found his friend, the st^m old 
lady, speaking in a 'high • declamatory 
tone. — The words which he 'heard as he 
came into the room were — 

f ' If . there were no Clarence Herveys, 
there would be no lady Delacours/^-— ^ 
Clarence bowed^ as if he had received a 
high compliment*-^the old lady walked 
away to an antichambery fanning herself 
with great en vgy. ' 

^' .Mrs. Margaret Oelacour^'' said lady 
Anne, in ^ low voice to Hervey, '^ is an 
aunt of lord Delacour's. — ^A woman 
whose. heart is^warmer than. her temper." 

^' And that is never ^oolt" said a young 
lady, who sat next to lady Anne— -^ I call 
Mrs. Margaret Delacour the vdcano; Tm 
sure I am never in her c;ompany without 
dreading an explosion*— >£very now afl4 
then out 4:omes, with a tremendcma noiaey 
fire, smoke, and rubbish/f 

^^And precious minerals,'* said lady. 
Anne^ '^ amongst therubbisb«^ 
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^ But the best of it is/' continued the 
young lady, << that she is seldom in a pas- 
sipn without making a hundred mistakes^ 
for which she is usually obliged afterward 
to ask a thousand pardons." . 

. ^ By that account/' said hdy Anne, 
^ which I believe to be just, her con- 
trition is always ten times as great as her 
ofience/' 

*• Now you talk of contrition, lady 
Anne,** said Mr. Hervey, *• I should 
think of my own ofiences; 1 am very 
sorry that my indiscreet questions gave 
miss Dehcour any pain — ^my head was so 
Ml of the mammoth^ that I blundered on 
without seeing what I was about^ till it 
was too late.'* 

. *' Pray, sir," said Mrs. Margaret Dela* 
cour, who now returned^ and took her 
seat upon asofa, with the solemnity of a 
l^erson who was going to sit in judgment 
upon a crianinalr-^" pray sir, may I ask 
h0W: kmg you have been acquainted with 
my lady Delacpur ?* 

V €3areace Heryey took up a book, and 


hj^en ujpon hk oath in a cpurt of jus|ti»» 

smc^ answere4^ 

'^ Tq the beat of my recoUecttco^ iqa^ 
dam, it is novir four y^^ .3ii|pe I ha4 ^rst 
tb.e pleasuie ^pd h<waour of 3epiag lady 
peJacpur.'' 

'^ And in that tim^ imdm^tiely as yon 
have had the pleasure of being acijuainted 
with her ladyship,' you haye never ^tisco- 
vered that she had a daugltter ?'' 

«« Neveri'* said Mr. Heryey, 
. ** Th^rej lady Annf Ir*-Ther^ f ' g^ 
Tflxs. Delacour^ ^[ will you .tell me; after 
this, that lady Delacour is xH>t a mqmt^.'*: 

«f Every bo4y.saya, that sl^'3 a prodir 
gy/' said lady Anne, ^^ and pT/^j^ggifiS^ afid 
mpnsters are someftkn^ thqi^^t syqoay* 
mous terpis," * ; r ! • 

^' Such a myther yh^ neyw ^e^ird- oi^** 
cojitinued Mrs. ^J^elacqur,- /%.4ii9q? t^^ 
days of Sava^ ancLJad)LMap^fieId»T^I 
am convinced that she hai^ Jf^if d^ttghj^^^ 
— ^Why she never speajf^ ^^of /i^ei?-^ shQ 
never sees her-— she never ,Uxiiiks of he^ ! ' 


'* Some saptb«r& fp^alc aioc^ tiiaa tiky 
thudk of tfaf ir <€hildfe% mid i^tMri tUnfe 
xnore than jthay sp^ of tbeni,^' Hid lady 

*< I always tboughv ^d Mr. Hervey^ 
^' that lady Delacow vf^.A w<>fldano£greRit 
sensibility.'^ : . . 

. ^^ Seasibility \'\ exdaiiaed the iffdigiiMt> 
qld Udy-r-^ Sihe has 00 fidnsifailifty, lit'*-^ 
BGaie*<*^^3iek--'-^J^ who Hires in aeomtddic 
TQiJ^d of dissipation ; who perftmm tio 
one duty j who e:i(t8t» only for. herself ^ 
how does ahe show her sensibility ^^-Has 
she sensibility for hvt hnsbandf*-fbt lier 
da;^hter-Hfe^^. w^ one Bftefur pvipose 
x^fonx Earth* ?-^Q^b0# Ibste (he cahdirick^ 
h^U3^d]f^cMe| .siewibilit^y thkti i&' brought 
oat only to wisep at- a 1 tragedy I— Yes ; 
lady Delacoi}r has sensibility <dnough, X 
gpnt yie, , when :seii&bi]sty isi the fashion^ 
•-r^{ . remepib^r w^ ht# pessfomiing the 
part G^f an«rse larith viit ap^Mse ^ and 
I remember, too, the sensibility ' sfee^ 
showed, wheui the child that she nursed 


£dl.a sacrifice to her di8inpatiion.~The se- 
cond of her chikken^ that she kiHed-^** 

** Killed !— O, ^surdy my dear Mrs. 
Delacour, that is too strong a word," said 
lady Anne — ^^ You would not make a 
Medea of lady Ddaeour/' 

^ It would have been better if 1 had/* 
cried Mrsk Delacour — ** I can understand 
that.there may be such a thing in nature as 
a jeatotta wife, but an unfeeliog mother 
I cmnot comprehend-^— That passes my 
powers of .imaginaticai.'* 

'< And mine, so much,'' said lady Anne, 
^ that I cannot believe such a being to exist 
in the wodd^^^notwithstandmg tSk the 
descriptions I have heard of it; as you 
say, my dear Mrs* Delacour, it passes my 
powers of imagination, — ^Let us leave it 
in 'Mr. Hervey's apocryphal chapter of 
animals, and he will escuse usif^ Inever 
admij: it into true htstoty-^at feaM without 
sbme better evidence^ thm I have yet 
hetrd'^ 
. y. Why, my .dear, dear lady Aim*,'^' 
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cried Mrs. DelaiQOttrr-!' Ueaa me, I've 
made this caflfee so swMt»: thexe's no 
drinking it — what evidedoe would you 
have?" '. ^ 

^' None/! said My Amie> smtEDg, '^ I 
would have none/* 

*^ That is to say, you will take none/* 
said Mrs. Delacour: ^^ but can aqy thing 
be stronger evidence than her ladyship's 
conduct to my poor Hetenar-^o i/iur He^ 
lena I should say — ^fbr you have educatedy 
you have protected ber^ y(m have been a 
mother to her. — I am an infirm, weak, 
i|poraflt, passionate old womuH^I could 
not have been what you have been to' that 
child -— God wiU Uess you ! -~ God will 
bless you !" . i * 

She rose as she spdke, 'to set down her 
coffee-cup on the table. Clmrenoe Henrey 
took it £rom her with a look which said 
mildly and which she was perfectly capa« 
Ue of understanding. 
. ^ Toung man/* said she, ^< it is very w>> 
£ishioQab]e: to treat age and infirmity with 
politeness. — I veish that your friend^ lady. 


• ' 


tikh a»riiiich^rei^tc«,^she has mfet wltH 
adi^ifaidott and gaJltotty in hei^ jrtmA.— 
Poor woman, her head has absdiitrfy^ 
Beeh.tmwdipiA idn^tiott— a»d if fame 
say true, Mr. Hervey hafe ted. his ShaW 
hi turning thai head, b^ ids ia^^t^/-^ 
• f^ Ipa sate bet UiifMp kds tilrh^ 
B^ Irjr her tthartM,'' dfirki Clarence, <« and 
I xertmnly tat Ii0i4?o b^ Wattled for idtiiii^- 
iikg what 2il the 'tir^^ild admires^'' 
/ 5* I^^i6h;'«aIdthe'(M^ady/^' fbtftte* 
vwa ^k»!>ifetf tiift Mke^of heir family, arid 
fcfr th^^dtf of hep plpatttiteQ, :fhat mf 
hdy ^Ddacour bad te^&r- afdtifilr^d, smd 
iwffe/ fri^nds,^' : : . 

** Women, who have m^t witJvsoxnany 
admhw^^ s^bikfA vtmvmit^ M^riy Mends," 

^ No/» «aia Ittft;' ttelStetruf, « fai- tii^y 

value. *■. -■■• ' •■ ■-'•' ■■ • '••• • 

'■■■» We leaWl tl«8>ife6 '6l afi IfiMg*, But 
«spccitlfy of Afetkfej.'by e»peneiQcr,"-s^ 
te^y ikia»« ) ''tf lid It IS fto woncter, ^kei 
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fore^ that these whohsNe iktle.Qs^perieBce 
of the I pkaftwes df friendship ishould not 
be ^ne^encnigh to fknow 'their value.** 
- ** Tthis is vdiy jgood natiwed sophistry— 
bbtllady Ddacmir Sstooysdiii ever to hstve 
ft friQi»l»'' aadd Mrs. .D^cmir. — " Mf 
dear lady Anne, yoa ^on't know her as 
»^lajI<do-^he has ciore vanity than 
ewr^omtnJbtdL*' 

*• That is certainly saying a gteat deaf 
wj&A l3% Auto, ^ but ihAa we \mu$t con- 
»Ukr» tbatdady DeSacdur^ as an hehresfli, ^. 
beatt<y, asid a vfKt^Jhas aright to a triple 
dHftte idf waoKty lit least/' 

^' Both her fortrnke- aod her tieauty are 
gone ; aodif she had any wit l^ft;^ it is 
time it^heuki teach ber how to conduct 
hersdf, I thidc," ^aid Mrs. DekcouTj 
^ b»t I p*e Jiier vkf — I give her tipk" 

" O, no,"aatd kdy Anne, " you inuM; 
not giife h^ v^ y[et,— rl havej;b«pn ipr 
forn^ed, aad fipcb /^ iej/ cuahori^^ that 
iMiy Dda^^our was not always* the Xittfisel- 
mg dissipated Aae lady th^l: she^ow ap^ 
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pMMtd'lie. Hiisilioalyoneoftketniiis- 
fomiatloiis of fiishkm^the period , of hei 
enchantment, will soon be at an end, and 
she will return to her natural character, — 
I should not be at all siurprised, if lady 
Delaco^r were to appear at oace \ la 
femmetomme Uy en a pM^ 
. ** Or ^ la bt^nne nihreV said Afcs; 
Delacour, sarcastically, '^ after leaving her 
daughter/' 

-' *' Four bmne bouchey* interrupted lady 
Anne) ^^ when she is tired of the insipid 
taste of other pleasures, she \dll have a 
higher relish for those of domestic life, 
which ^H be new and fresh to hen" 
: ' *^ And so you really think, my dear 
}ady Anne, that my lady Delacour will 
end by being a domestic woman.^ — ^Well," 
said Mrs^ Margaret, after taking two 
pinches <^ snuff, '^ scmie people bdiieve 
in the ^nHUennium— rbut I confess I am not 
6ine of them— are youyMr. Hervey ?*' 

'^^Ifit were foretold to me by a good 
aQgeV «id Clarice, smiling, as h» 


ejr^glaMedat lady Aaais^^^ifiil j¥««f^ 

I doubt it ?*' ' ' ♦ : b 

Here the] conviawaticni was interrupt 

by the entrance of on^ of lady Anne's 

£ttk boys,, who casfif nimung eagerly up 

to his mother, to adc whether he QU^t 

have '^ the su^urs to show to Helena 

Delacour.— *1 want to Aow her VertilWr. 

.nus and Pomona^ mamD^a/' s^id ,hi^-r 

." Wei;e not the chfsr.|ies that the <Ai 

.gardener sent, yery good r' 

'^ What is this about the ch^riefi vaA 
the old gardener, Char^ ?'' said tht young 
lady who^at beside lady: Awd^i ^'cgxM 
here and tell me the whole. snotyt*' . 

^' I will, but I should tell it to you a 
great deal better aootb^ time/! . said Xbt 
boy, '^ beca^se^ now Hbteoa's waiting for 
JVertumnus andPomoj^a/' . : 

r* Go then: to H*fta,-' sMdlady Aan^ 
'f and I willtell the story ftwr y©u.** 

Then turning to the Ji^cAmg 4ady she 
began— ** Once upott a time 4htre liired 


^ 


^an dd^ridenei' iitll^nisirfgtdn ; ^hd'tfkkt^lS 
•gftrdenef had jah ald^, %liH^ wasrolder Aah 
himself; for it was very near a hundred 

• • • • 

yeaw of age, ind ■ft '*ras jisst "going to 

4d6«^,:aft& ^'-tfia garfliitt&f' vakulateA 

:\^,Svh^k«hdtikl%e ih fioffl VkiWfHb 
4te geddrdtts pibBRo-^^&ttkl lie cialc\d^tek 
.-tltftlie'migkt^idte k 'hti'ttdnrd <jp(Mitdh*; 
:atnd iwitk :tHu-1iti«cbfed ¥f6<i^bdls he^€i<it' 
iaJti&efl to ^6 ii«St«i^n cfier '^Mci done 
^th a hundred :^u)ii|ii heicftt?: %ut, tth- 
liMkillp'j'W 4te wab <kKis i^edboi^dg liSs blos- 
IKMOs Wft'o ^ey "^^6 blown, %e vltettK^ 
to nsedt ^i«iiih4 hk 'dms^t MAifTtlSiiddLiA. 
his caloiklfeiift." •'- -■ ' 
' *!'Ay, Mti. ^taxAidpei tnkdy SfhA hot 
itf &^m){ffCNl Mfls; iflbitgatret l^ehtcour. 
*.<A -pmxf' iamaki' kht 'Vtras, vnd almoA 
39 good a politidaii tis ^li«Ar ihistt^ss.'-^ 
{{liiidco^sUakaik'ikMfekkigthte ^ old 

tttes Q^. Itufy -Dieta^iMir j k6 . abc^ i^ that 
lik»idr.«nib «if hiereBOtii^ragsUM: entetti£ft: 

meats!" 


^' But I ?^yvsff/s jdiM^iBtpod th^rL^^e ^4: ' 
fifty, guif^as ior U^ ' ^ai^ L^^c. Amne . 

^' W]^eth^sb04id>or noV said Mira,^ 
DelaqMji;^ ^^ h^r ladyisjhip apd Mx^. Stan- 
hpge^ befjiTJSiesi jji^n*. ^rgejce .^e rwn.,Qf this. 
ppqjr, ol<^;|q,-r:I^ wia<^.|;5j^ m to mwry . 
that jad^ of , a waitingTipaid; slie turned 
otit just ^s you might expect from a pupil of, 
Mrs. Stanhope's — tb^ matxh-oiakiBg Mrs. 
Sta^hoEe-^yqu, It^now, sir." (Clarence. 
Hervey. ch^!>gl^d colpv^ip,) — *' She turned^ 
out," cpn^ui^^d . Mrs. Do^^cour, " etvery 
thing th^t was bad«rH*uiaed hjsr. husband ' 

— raa away fron^ him-— and left him a , 
beggar. V 

/' Poor man T ' s^d Clarence^ Ilery^iyi. 

" Bi^^:^ iw>wV' faid 4a4y ApDie, , " let's 
come to the . best pjirt of jthe sto^yr-fajs^rj^ . 
how gpod.co^&Qu|;.Q^ev^U — I£,t^i$, ppor 

my lit^ Helqnj^-K-i!^3|p**t ;^ tifnj?.. t;h»t 
the old gardenei; w^ iefta. Jttfggi^) r9& I 
happened to ,be wsUking^one £im e:(^MUOg 
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in l^banife-Mt^ef , ^I- vket ' t prac^Mmt of. 
school ^ik4s— ^n old inan begged from 
them in a most h^oving voice; and « they 

• 

passed, several of the young ladies threw 
halfpence to him.— One Httle girl, who 
observed that the old man coold not stoop 
without great difficulty, staid behind the 
rest of her companions, and collected the 
halfpence which they had thrown to the 
old man, and put them into' his hat« — He 
began to tell his story over again to her, 
and s^e stayed so long Ustening to it, that 
her companions had turned the comer of 
the street, and w«rfe out of sight. — She 
looked about in great distress ; and I never 
shaH £c»^et the pathetic voice with which 
she said, ^ O, what will ' 6ea>me of me ? 
every txkly wiB be angry with me !*-^I 
assured her that nobody should be angry v 
with her, and she gave me her little hand 
wkh the Most tniiooeiit confidenoe.— ^I 
tdok herhotne to Iter sehooimi8tresa,and. 
I was so pteMed with the beginning' of 
this acquaintance, that I was determined 
td Mtli^te k.*«^One good acquaintance I 


kive hetned alix^ys leads tx> anot)ieF.-^He- 
leoa introduced me tx> Jier ^unt Delacour,- 
as her best friend. — ^Mrs. Margaret Dela-. 
courhashadthegoodnefitolQt h^r little 
niece spend the holidays, and ail her lei* 
sure time with toie, so that our acquaint* 
ance has grown into friendship^ — Helena . 
has become quite one of my family.'' 

^' And I am sure she has become quite 
a different creature, since she has been so 
much with you/' cried Mrs. Delacour^ 
^ her spirits were quit^ broken by her mo«. 
ther's neglect of her — ^young as she is, she 
has a great deal of real sensibility —but as 
to her mother's sensibility ——*••" 

At the recollection of lady Xlelacour's 
neglect of her child, Mrs* Dd^icour was* 
going again to launch forth in(p iu^^^iit 
invective, but^ la4y An^e stopped ther, by 
whispering*— —« , 

'^Take cace, what yau mf^ $|t th^ « 
mother, for Jutfe^is the. dai^ghter;^ posting, ^ 
and shebas, mdeed,' a great 4?8ii: c^i r^ 
senribility/* : w .;.^).)t.. » : 

Helena and her young iCOmpsmnsi^Qtw * 


caii^etntDthe Motxil brining" \rith theitr^ 
t&e sulpRura at whkh they- had.b^^ 
lobkingt • T 

"Mamma;* said littlfe Charles Percivrf, 
**weliave-brought the sulphurs to. yete, 
because there are some of them thaif' 1^ 
don't know/' 

" Wonderful !'* said- kdy A^ne, '^ and* 
what is not quite so wonderful; there- are 
some of them that /doa't know/* 
. The children spread' tho 'sulphurs^ ^pen^ 
a little table, and all tlse^ company gathered' 
roundit. 

*• Here^areallthe^nifte musesfer youl ** 
said the least of thbboj^, who bad* takett' 
his-seat by Cldrence * Efei>^ey at di^er— * 
•*H€re are all thfe-muys fdr yoh^ NBp; 
Hervey ; which do ^ yoii* Iflce best?— ^G, 
that's the tragic muse . that y oVi' have* 
chosen! — You don't like the^tragie bet*- 
ter than the coilmx muse^ do ybii ?!*••' 

Clarence Her veyrtade'no^'knsWer/ fbr* 
he was at that instant' reeoUecting^hoii^ 
Belinda looked in the character v of th^ 
tragic mu8e% 
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^Ifas yoiur hdjrddp ever happened to 
meet tvkh the young lady,* who has spent 
this winter with Udy Belacour?" said 
Qar^ce to hdy Anne. ^ 

" I sat near her one night ait the opera/' 
S2dd lady Anne, *^ she has a charming coun* 
tenanceJ^ 

"Who! — Belinda Portman do you 
mean?" said Mrs. Ddacour— "I am sure 
iflw:erea youn^ man/I would not trust 
to the charming countenance of a young 
lady, who is a pupil of Mrs. Stanhope^s, 
and a friend of — --Helena, my dear, 
shut the door — the most dissipated woman 
in London/' 

" Indeed,'' said lady Anne, ^<miss Port- 
man is in a dangerous situation — but some 
young people learn prudence by being 
placed in dangerous siituations, as somq 
young horses, I ha^e heard Mr. Perci* 
val say, learn to be sure footed, by being 
left to pick their own way on bad roads." 

Here Mr. Percivad, Dr. X~- — , and 
some other gditlemen, came iip stairs to 
tea, and the conversation took another 
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t9ro«^-'Cl»rei¥» Hertef .tndaxfroated to 
tike bk ^hve in it wkh las Mbal v^adtf ^ 
l^t be wfts thinkiogof Belinda Fortinaa» 
dangerous situ^tion^^ istumUing liorses» 
&c. } ajid he SQs4e several blundets, which 
showed his ateenceofmind. 

"What have you there, Mr. Her- 

vey?" said DnX y looking over hb 

shoulder — •* the tragic muse ?" — this tra* 
l^c muse seems to rival lady Deiacoar in 
youradmiraiion.'' 

** O," said Clarence, smiling, ** you 
k&ow I was always a votary of the 
muses/' 

"And a favoured votary/' said I^« 

X ^. "I wish for the interests ofli- 

terature^ that poets may always be lovers, 
though I can^t say that I desire lovers 
should alwayb be poets,-^fiut Mr. Her- 
vey, yo,^ must never marry, remember," 

continued Dr. X , ^* never-^fcnr your 

true poet must always be miserable*^-- 
Ton know, Petrarch tells us,, he would 
not have been *happy if he amid; he 
would not have married his ^nistnsss if it 


Kad been in his power; becausei then 
there would have been aa end of hb 
beautiful sonnets.*' 

** Every one to his taste," Said Clarence; 
** for my part, I have even less ambition 
to imitate the herpism^ thto hope of being 
inspired with the poetic genius of Pe. 
trarch. — ^I have no wish to pass whole 
nights composing sonnets .-—I would (a;m 
not 1 right, Mr. Percival?) infinitely 
rather be a slave pf the ring, than tl slave 
of the lamp.** 

Here the conversation ended — Clarence 
took his leave, and Mrs* Margaret Dela- 
cour said, the moment he had left the 
room — 

" Quite a . different sort of young man 
from what I expected to see!'* 
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CHAPTER IX. 


ASVICB. 


The next mornmg Mr.Hervef called 

on Dr« X , and begged that he would 

accompany him to lady Delacour's. 

** To be introduced to your tragic 
muse?" said the doctor. 

" Yes," ssud Hervey, ^* I must have 
your opinion of her before I devote my« 
sd£'' 

" My opinion! but oif whom?--*Of 
lady Delacour ?" 

*' No ; but of a young lady whom you 
will see with her." 

''Is she handsome?" 

" Beautifuir* 


l,»» * . J / .. 


'* And yrong ?' 

** And young.** 

** And graceful ?'* 
. ^ The most graoefnl person you ev^ 
beheld.'' 

*^ Youngs beautiful, graceful $ then the 
deuee take me," toid Dr. X^^^-**, *^ If I 
^ve you my qpinion of her: for the odds' 
are, that she has a thousand £uilt8,. at' 
least, to balance these perfections^'' 

^' A thousand faidts I a charitable al^ 
lawance," saidQarence, smiting* 

« There now," said Dr. X ' 

< Touch him, and no minister's so sort/ 

To punish you for wincing at my first set- 
ting out, I promise you, that if the lady 
have a miUion of faults, each of them 
high as huge Olympus, I will see them as 
with the eye of a flatterer— not of a 
friend/' 

^^ I defy you to be so good, or so bad 
as your word, doctor,'" said Hervey.— 
**You have too much wit to make a 
good flatterer.'' 

M i 
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^ And perhaps you think too noch to 
wnaSke a good friend/' said Dr. I » 

^* Not so/' said Glafence:, " I vma\^ at 
avy^ tiiK rather be cm by a sbarp knife 
than by a bhint one. — But, my dear doc-^ 
tM^ Ir hdpf yoo: ^will •BOt bt pre|}ii(ficed 
agaitist Bdiixk, merely hecMSe ^ine is with 
lady Defaooiir; kr> to iny certa^ know* 
ledge^ ihe^itafli ttxler her hi#f ship's tn- 
fluence.'^-^^he judges and actii for hersdfi 
of which 1 hare had an lasiaAce.^ 

** Very ponibly {** iRtempted Dr. 
I——, ** b«t before we go any farther, 
win you please to tell me of what Belinda 
you are talking?* '^ 

" Belinda Portman. I forgot that I 
had not told you." 

*^Miss FbrtmaD> a niece of Mrs. StaB« 
hope's ? 

^ Yes, but do not be prejudiced against 
her on that account/' said Claftnc^ 
ttgerly, *' though I ^ifas at &pst myself.'* 

** Then you wiH excuse my foUowtng 
your example instead of your i»recepts/' 

" No/' said Clarence^ " for my precepts 
are far better than my example.'' 
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Lady Debmmr recdived Dr.: X 


nost covirteoiidys and thainkod Mr. Hv^ 
vey for introducing to her a geatlnnaii 
vnth wkom dk^ had loog dtttnred to con* 
verse.— Dr. X— — had a 9?eat tttenuy 
reputation, and ^ daw iktA he was a 
yeifectly welHured ami; conatquaBdjr 
she was amtHtiom of winning his zdm* 
xsfikm.'-r^hQ p^ceiyed ^alaos that (he had 
copdder^le infiumce with Cbmnce Hsr* 
yey, and this was a wffici^nt r«|SQA to 
make her wiah ftir hi^ good c^boioiai. — Be* 
linda was particularly pleased with hii 
manners and conversation ; she saw that 
he paid her much attention, and she was 
desirous that he should think favourably 
of her ; but she had the good sense and 
good taste to avoid a display of her abilities 
and accomplishments.— -A sensible man^ 
who has any knowledge of the world and 
talents foi: conversation, can easily dra^ 
out the knowledge of those with whom 
he converses. — Dr. X possessed this 

power in a superior degree. /'%'^^v 
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" WcH,*^ cried Clatcnce, when their 
viAt wias over, ** what is your opinion of 
hdy Defacoar/' ' 

*' lam ^ l&sted with c&ccess of fight/' 
said the doctor. 

. " Her ladyship is certainly very briU 
liant,** said Clarence, " but I hope that 
nrfss Portnjan did not overpower yon." 
• ** No-^I tiumed my eyes frdm hdy Da- 
lacour upon miss Portman, as a painter 
turns his eyes upon mild green, to -rest 
them, when they have been dazzled by 

a . . , • I 

glaring colours. 

* She yields her charms of mind with sweet delay.^ 

I k 

. **Iwas afraid/^ said Hervey, "that 
you might think her manners too reserved^ 
and cold— they are certainly become naore 
so. than they used to be, — But so much > 
the better^ by and l>y we shall find beat]i« 
tii^ flowers spring up from beneath the 
snow/' 

"A very poetical hope," said Dr* 
X— — ; " but in judging of the hun^an 
character, we must not entirely trust to 
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analogies and . aUuskms tsjcen from the 
vegetable creation*" 

" What !" cried Clarence Hervey, look* 
ing eagerly in the doctor's eyes — *^ What 
do you mean? I am afraid you do not 
approve of Bdinda.'' 

^^ Your fears are almost as precipitate 
as your hopes, my good sir — but to put 
you out of pain, I will tell you, that 
I aj^rove of all I have seen of this youi^ 
lady, but that it is absolutely out of my 
power, to form a decisive judgment of a 
W(»nan's temper aod character in the 
course of a single morning visit. — ^Women^ 
you know, as well* as men, often speak 
with one spedes of enthusia^n, and act 
wMi another.*^ must see your Be- 
jBnda act"— I must study her^ before I 
caa give you my final judgement^-^-Lady 
Delacour has honoured me with, her com* 
mands to go to her as often as possible.-— 
For your sake, my dear Hervey, I sholi 
obey her ladyship moi^t punctually, that I 
may have frequent oj^ortunities of seeing^ 
your miaa f or tman/ ' 


950 BBLIHOA. 

CIar€Qce tsgfxeaaed his gtatttude vidi 
much energy, for this imtance of the 
dMior's £riendahip.«--'Bel]nda^ >Rriio had 

been entertsuned by Dr. X ^'s convwr- 

tttfon daring this first visit, was mc^^and 
more delighted with his company as die 
became more acquainted with his mider- 
standing and character. She felt that he 
unfolded her powers, and that with -the 
greatest politeness and address he raised 
her confidence in herself, without ever 
desdending to fiattery.— By degrees she 
kamed to look upon him as her friend; 
she imparted to him with great ingenu- 
ousness her opinions on various subjects^ 
and she was both amused and instructed 
by his observations on thct characters and 
manners of the company who firequented 
hdy Dehcour's assemUies. — Sk^ did not 
judge of the doctor's s i ncerity merely by 
the kindness he showed her, bat by his 
conduct toward others. 

One night, at a select party at hdy 
Deiacouc\s, a Spanish gentleman was 
amusing the company with some anec^ 
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dotes, to jMEtyve the extraordinary pas- 
Mm which some of his countrymen for- 
merly showed for the game of chess.-*- 
He mentioned £imilies> in which ttn- 
finilshed games, bequeathed by will, had 
descended from father to son, and where 
victory was doubtful for upwards of a 
century. 

Mr. Hcrvey observed^ that gaining a 
battle was, at that time, so common to the 
court of Spain, that a victory at chesa 
seemed to confer more edat ; for that aa 
abbe, by losing adroitly a game at chess 
to the Spanish minister, obtained a car^ 
dinal'shat. 

The foreigner was flattered by the man-^ 
•per in which Hervey introduced this slight 
circumstance, and he directed to him' hia 
conversation, speaking in French and 
Italian successively ; he was suffidendy 
skiHed in both languages, but Clarence 
Bpoke theta better. Till he appeared^^ 
the foreigner was the principal object of 
attention, but he was soon eclipsed by 
Mr, Hervey. —Nothing amusing of in- 
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jtructiye dut could be ssdd ^jfoa tbte fff^spf 
.of' chess escaped Jum, and. the literary 
^oundy which the dow don would havjK 
.taken some hours to go regularly over, 
our hero traversed in . a few minutes.--*- 
rFxaq^ Twiss to yida, from Irvij^ :to ^ 
WUIiam Jones, froxp Spain to India, he 
passed with admirable celerity, and seized 
all that could adorn his course from In- 
.diau antiquities or Asiatic researches. 

B(y this diqpi^y of. knowledge he sur- 
prised even hi& frieoMi Dr* X The 
ladies admired his^ taste as a poet,, the 
^gentlemen his accuracy as a critic; lady 
Delacour loudly applauded, and Belinda 
sjlendy approvjed«7^Qar€»ce was dated. 
i-^The/Spani^hg^nt^maii^tSQ whom he hgd 
just quoted a. case in pcmit £rom Yidfi^fi 
rScacchia, as^ed him if he wer^ afi perhfX 
in the practice as in the theory of the. gamis 
of chess*-- Qar:ence was too proxid of 
e;^celliag 'm.iev^vy thing ip dedine the 
Sps^niard's ^challenge. — They t sat down tp 
.cfeess. — l*ady PeJacQur j as jthey. rangedi 
the pieces, on the board, i:ried — 


^ Wliowmr.wim shatt be ftjrrkn^ht; 
and a silver chessj^man sbiaU be his prizA 
' — IVasiit Aot qiuueeB Elizabeth; who gave a 
aUver chessril^n to one- of her courtiers, as 
a, mark o£h» royal favour? — I am ashamed 
to imitate ^ such a pedantic coquet— 4)ut 
-ausice I have said it, how can! retta[ct I'' 

^^ ImpossiUe^ impossible r cried Cla^ 
rence Hervey— ^* A silver chess-man he 
our prize ; and if I win it, like the 
gallant Rjileigh Lwiil wear it in my cap, 
jBi%i^ wh^t proud? Esse^ shall dare to chal- 
•leugeitr' 

The combat now began — the ^eptatora 
were silent.-^CIarence mad^ an errour ia 
hiS) first move^ for his attention was dis* 
tracted, by seeing Belinda bsbjind his ad* 
veitsajry's chair*— The Spaniard was de- 
ceived by this.nai&take into a- contemptu* 
Qus opi|iion of his opponent— ^Belinda 
i;hanged her place — Clarice recovered 
hiapr^se^ceof imnd, and cpayinced him 
-£]^t be was not a man 'tp be 4espised. 
The cpn^t was long dQUbtfuJ> but at 


tength) to the surprise of all pro^t, Oa* 
fwce Hervey was victoiiaas* 

Exuking in his success he looked round 
for lady Ddacour, frcnn whom he eir* 
pected the honours of his trittmph.--*-She 
had left the room, but soon she recuined» 
dressed in the character of queen 'EHizsi^ 
^th, in which she had once appeared at 
-% nfasquerade, with a large xvdf, and all 
the costume of the times. 

• Clarence HerVey, throtdng himsetf at 
her feet, addressed her in that high flown 
style, which her majesty was wont to hear 
from the gallant Raleigh, or the accom* 
plished Essex* 

Soon the coquetry of the queen entirely 
conquered her prudery ; and the favoured 
courtier, evidently elated by his ^tuatioa» 
was as enthusiastic as her majesty's most 
insatiable vanity could desire*— The chsi- 
racters were well supp(»rted ; both the 
^ctoranrd actress were highly animated^ 
and. seemed so fiiSy possessed- by their 
parts, as to be iusensitdie to the comments 


ihat were made upon tke sc^ie. CStrence 
Hervey was &nt recalled to hiiaself . by 
the deep bhish wluch he saw on Belinda's 
cheek, when que^i Elizabeth addressed' 
her as one of her maids of honour^ of 
whom she affected to be jealous*-— He wae 
conscious that he had been hurried by the 
oithusiasm ctf the moment farther than he 
^ther wished or intended. It was diffi- 
cult to recede^ when her majesty seemed 
di^Kised to advance ; but sy: Waltet 
Raleighy with much presence of mind^ 
turned to the foreigner, whom he accosted 
as the Spanish ambassador. 

^^ Tour eixellency sees," said he^ ^' how 
this great queen turns the heads of her 
iatthful subjects^ and afterward has the 
art of paying th/&a% with nothing ; bnt 
words. — Has the new world affidrded you 
any coin half so valuaUe?" 

The Spanish ambassador's gm^ repfies 
to this playful question gave a new turn 
to the'conversatscU) and retteved Garence 
Herrev from his embarrassments Lady 
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i)elacbul-» diough stiU in high c^rits, ^m^ 
easily diverted to other objects . She took 
the ambassador with her to the next room, 
to show htm a j»cture of Mary, queen 
of Scots. The company followed her 
^•^larence Hervey remained with Dr. 
X ■ ■ and Belinda, who had just asked 
the doctor to teach her the moves at 
ehess* 

^< Lady Delacour ha&charming spirits/' 
laid Glarcfnce Hervey, ^^ they inspire every 
body with gayety.'* 

" Every body ! they incline me more 
to melancholy than mirth,*' said Dr. 

X . ** These high spirits do not seem 

quke natural. The vivacity of youth and 
of health, miss Portman, always charms 
me ; tot this gayety of lady D^lacours 
does not appear to me that of a- sound 
mind in a sound body/' 
' The doctor's penetration went so near 
the truths that Bdinda, afraid of betray**' 
i&g her friend's secrets, never nused her 
^€sfr<»Ai the chessJboard whtkt he qpdce^ 


bttt mesc on tetting up die :fidiea cahtks, 
smd tnshops, and kings, with cxpedNiow 
diUgeooe. 

'^ You are putting • the. bishop into the 
pbce of the kni^ty*' sud.CSafence* 

<< Lady Ddaconr,^' continued the doc* 
tor, ^' seems to be in a perpetual fever, 
either of mind or body^--I cannot tdt^ 
which — and as a professional man, I reaiikf 
have some^uriosity to determine the ques« 
tton. Iflcoiild fed her pulse, I ooold 
instantly decide; but I have heard her> 
say that ^ has a honrour s^ihat having 
hei: pulse felt — and a lady*s horrcnur is iri^ 
vincible— by reason '* 

*'But not by address,'* said Clarence, 
** I can tell you a method of counting her 
pulse, without h^r - knowing - it-r-without 
her seeing you — ^witheilt ypur ' seeing 
her" • - ..*'•..'-. 

*• Indeed!'- said Dr. X-^--—, smiling, 
^' that maybea useful secret in )By pr<^i 
sidn; pray impart it to me-^you who ex?^ 
eel in every tbingj* 
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Slid 

" Perfectly in earnest — ^my secret b 
qakesiinpl&^ — ^Look tkrong^ the door at 
the shadow! fifqBtfi&EUfiid^Bth's nxff-HrtK 
serve howtk vibrates ;. the Jiiotioii as well 
as the figuns^is Hmgpaified in l^e shadow.— 
Cannot yoo tount every puhadoa db-^ 
tmcdy?* ' 

- " i can/' sand Dr. 5>-^^^ ••and I j^ve 
fSiKk credit for meddng aa Ingenious use 
of a trifling observadon/^*»The doctor 
paused^ and kx)ked round ^Tliosepeo* 
pie cannot hear what we atfe saying, I 
believer - 

<' O, no/* said Bdlmda, ^^th^ are intent 
upon themselves.'* - 

Doctor X fixed his eye^ tnildl/ 

upon Clarence Hcrvey^ and ^cljdined in 
an earnest jBriendly tone—** What a pky 
Mr. Hervey, that a young man of your 
taknts smd acquirements, a man who 
might be any thing, should — pardon the 
ei^ression— choose to be — nothing*- 
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should wasite upon petty ol»ject9 powers, 
suited to the greatest — should lend bis 
soul to every contest for frivolous super!*. 
ority, when the same energy Qon(:en«. 
trated, ought ensure hcH^urable preemi- 
nence among the first men in his country. 
— ^^^ball he^who might not only distinguish 
himself in any science or situation, who 
might not only acquire personal fsune, but^ 
O9 £ir moK noble motive !-^who might 
be permanoQitly useful to bis^ fellow crea^ 
tures^ content hknsdf with being the eva« 
nescent amusement of a drawing room ? — 
Shall one, who might be great in public, 
or haj^y in private life> waste in this de* 
plorable manner the best years of his ex« 
istence-~time that never can be recalled f " 
— " This is declamation !"— " No: it is 
truth put into the strongest language that 
1 have power to use, in the hope of 
making some impression : I speak, from 
my heart, for I have a sincere regard for 
you, Mr. Hervey, and if I have been im- 
pertinent, you must forgive me/' 
** Forgive you !" cried Clarence Her- 
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vey, taking tk. X-*— by tfte hand, F 
think you a real friend— you shall^ have 
the best thanks, not in words, but in ac* 
tions — you have roused my ambition, and 
Iwill pursue noble ends by noble means/ 
-^A few years have been sacrificed — but 
the lessons that they have taught me re- 
main.— -I cannot, presumptuous as I am, 
flatter myself that my exertions can be of 
any riiaterial utility to my fellow-crea- 
tures, but what I can do T will.— My ex- 
cellent friend! S^j[ be hereafter either 
successful in public, or happy in private 
Hfe, it is to you I shall owe h.-* 

Belinda was touched by the candour 
and good sense with which Clarence Her- 
vey spoke. — His character appeared in a 
new light^-^she was proud of * her own 
judgment, in having discerned his mterit, 
and for a moment she permitted herself 
to feeH* uhreproved pleasure in his com- 
pany." 

The next morning, sir Philip Baddely 
and Mr. Rochfort caHed at lady Delacour*& 
— ^Mr. Hervey was present — ^Her ladyship 
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^M» summoaed to Mrs. Franks, and Be* 
linda was left with these gentlemen. 

** Why, damme, dary ! you have been 
a lost man,'' cried sir Philip, >^ ever since 
you were drowned — ^Damme, why did not 
you come to dine with us that day, now I 
recollect it i — We were all famously merry 
— but for your comfort, Clarence, we 
missed you cursedly, and were damned 
sorry, you ever took that damned unlucky 
jump into the Serpentine river—danmcd 
sorry—were not we Rodbfort ?" 

^^ O,'' said Clarence, in an ironical 
tone, ** you need no vouchers to convince 
me of the reality of your sorrow. — You 
know I can never forget your jumping so 
courageously into the river, to save the 
life of your friend.'* 

^' O, pooh 1 damn it," said sir Philip^ 
" what signifies who pulled you out, now 
you are safe and sound ? By the by. Clary, 
did you ever quiz that doctor, as I de- 
sired you ? — ^No, that Vm sure you didn't ; 
but I think he has made a quiz of ypu ; 
for damm)s, I believe you have taken such 
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a fancy^ io the did quizzical fellow^ that you 
can't live without hirh. — Miss Portman, 
don*t you aditiire Herveys taste ?** 

" In this instance I certainly do admire 
Mr. Hervey's taste^" said Belinda, ** for 
the best of all possible reasons, because it 
entirely agrees with my own/' 

"Tery extraordinary, faith," said sir 
Philip. 

*^ And what the devil can you find to 
like in him, Clary ?" continued Mr. Roch- 
fort, ** for one wouldn't be so rude to put 
that question to a lady. — ^Ladies you know 
are never to be questioned about their 
likings and dislildngs. — Some have pet 
dogs, some have pet cats ; then why not 
a fiet quiz^ 

*' Ha! ha! ha! that's a good one, 
Rochfort — z pet quiz — ^Ha ! ha ! ha ! 

Dr. X shall be miss Portman's pet 

quiz, — ^Put It about — ^put it about, Roch- 
fort,^' continued the witty baronet, and 
he and his facetious companion continued 
to laugh as long as they possibly could, at 
this happy hit. 


Bi^dtfr without beingin tht kast dis- 
composed by their insoltnt fiilly, a»sood 
as they h2|d finished laughing, very coolly 
observed* that she could have no ob}ec«- 
tion toigiye her reasons for preferring Dn 
X-y^^ — ^'s cootij^y, butfof fear they might 
give offence to mr Philip and hts friends. 
She t&en defended th« doctor with so 

m 

much firijiness, and yet with so much 
propriety, that Clarence Hervey was ab«> 
soltttely enchanted with her» and with his 
own penetration in having discovered her 
real character, notwithstanding she was 
Mrs. Stanhope's mece. 

** I never argue, for my part," cried 
Mr. Rochfort, ** .'pon honour 'ti& a deal 
too much trouble. — A lady, a handsome 
lady I mean^ is always in the right with 
me* 

** But as to you, Hervey," said sir Phi^ 
lipi ^ damme, do you know, my boy, that 
our dub has come to a dstertiunation.j^ 
Uack^ball you, if you keep -company with 
this &mQit8 doctor ? ' 
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« Yobr dob, Mr PfeiUp, wift do mc 
iioooor by such an ostradsib." - 
, ^ Ostracism 1'' repeated sSr PMlip^ 
^ Inpiabi English, does that nnlean that 
you choose to be black-balied by usf 
Why danin it, Clary, you'll be nobody-r- 
But follow your own genius — ^damn me 
if I takse it upon me to understand your 
men of genius— they are in the Sei^en^ 
tine river oneday,-*-and in th^ clouds the 
next — so fare ye well, Qary*-— I expect to 
see you a doctor of physic, or a metho- 
dist parson soon, damn me if I don't — so 
fare ye well. Clary — Is bla^k-bsdl your 
last word ? or will you think better on't, 
aiki give up the doctor ?" 

" I can never give up Dr. X 's 

friendship — ^I would socmer be black-balled 
by every club in London* — The good 
lesson you gave me, sir I^ilip, the day I 
was fool enough to jump into the Serpen- 
tine river, has made me wiser for life. — 
I know, for I have felt, the difference be* 
tween real friends and fashionable ac-» 
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quaiptance. Gtvte up Dr. X -! Ne- 

ver ! tfever V* ■. 

m 

^* Theniare you wdl. Clary," said sir 

PhiSp, ** you're ho longer one of us/' 

... I ^ 

** Theii, fare ye wdl, Clary, you^re ho 
longer the man ibr me,*' said Rodifbrt^ 

^Tant fiis znA fdfir mkm^'* said Cla- 
rente, and so they parted. 

As they kft the rooih, Clarence Harvey 

invbluntair&y turned ib Belinda, and he 

• » . 

thought tliat^ he r^d'in her ingenuous, 
animated cbuhtenancc^' full approbation of 
Ml conduct. ' 

♦•^Hiitr are they gone? Quite gdne ?" 
said lady D^lacoor, enteni^ the ro6m 
from an adjoining apartment, /* they have 
staid an unconscionable time — how much 
I am obliged to Mrs. Franks for detaining 
me ! I have escaped their vajnd imperti- 
nence; and in truth, this morning I have 
fuch a multiplicity of business, that I 
have scarcely a moment even for wit and 
Clarence Hervey.-^ Belinda, my dear, 
will you have the charity to look over Hom^ 

vox*. !• N 


2^6 B;H.im)A- 

oi thdseiettrrs % m^ m#c^, as 34:^:3^ 
tells me, have been lying in my writing 
%2^l^ this \p^eJs:-7Ti^xpeclWS Wost unrea- 
sonab^]^ t)^^^ I sl^Quid have t}\^ gn^S? tt) 
^ea th^m.-^^V^e a^e ^v^y<^pu^sb^ for 
qiilf in4flie]ijc^T-as y/9ur firi^nd D^s ^t— 


r r n 


to accumulate, it dp^;&vptJI|,Q^se^ ill wia4 

lpf^tm>Wy tJW.!,?t.lf»^ a%;^volaM^ <rf it 

« 

letters — " This is very rude — |^ I laptgrn 
Ikim mim^VfRf'PV^ fr^JW foa by 

ww¥nl?eri<|g;)«w. frig's Mfii— rwisdera, 

^(^li]Lp^^i,s^e,h^e^4^ m<t mixk sudti^ 
^^^j^^rP*. X;— »Tt>bm Jit?* tpq Ifitfi n«w," 
^i^^he, wijrti ?,.d««p ^^, i .; 

, Cl«i5en<se Ue^w J h/w4;i^ .aB4,it,nw<te 
s^ gjea^-iippceSjipflfupDO, ^ ibe^^-ofep^ 


I 


*ins?Ba?tV.T ■. -If ''■: '•••' ''^'l''-' 
' •' ^'"^^iat • liatfe ' yoiK • tBetfei; WjIsI f^fiW^ 

felftida^i-'kaiid^ otte'df tile' Wftfef* tirhfeft 
<He Bad "baggifcl M'-td lo«i afei'— " Bdirifc!* 
flSii^ woHifroilS->i^tft«tic-, f shdtifld gtiwldi 

if si:htti)l-^rl*k lettet' fe a Aing ^ abomi- 
fil«^I'riiakeif>rtilS'tlevcfto read Hfe«^ . 
iahl'i>>feiJft*fes.»» ■> <■• 2' ■''■' ' ' ••• •' 
-• ■«£« itae- p»'*<^it'il|)»rt.^iif fetfy^Wp'to 

tfi«¥," saAtP Be^dkj- IrdAft asatire yon 
tBB»fe- ' nb«fe coin«i<*W^tA(J<}ligitl's letter : 
nfiA '©d4toui"9eettfe't«5hheiit--fifer 'mo*- 

«^•**•Miss^•Ti»ttaSa^i '^tas^' td 'p(W3essv by 
ikftetittiftit, fef^^lnstiiActr'by m^c, of. 
<K!R^l!!vlif$fe/'j^oi^irs of ^efstiasiotf, «fhi(^ 

fbt-'^cttij^ideftf, ' fflf de'i¥Mh th'erd '«Ay 
i)Uii|f kallF » «^ «ttM«diif IleffRia*«-l«tv 
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jier Jjadysbipy as sbo jread the letter^ 
^ where did the little gipsy learn tp 
write 80 charmiogly?-^! protest I should 
like of all things to have her at home ^with ' 
me.thi; summer — ^the 21st of June^^-weli 
after. the birthday, I shaU have time to 
think about it— ^But then, we shall be 
going out of town, and at Harrowgate I 
should not know wha^ to do with her^^ 
she had better, much better jpto her 
humdrum aunt Margaret's as she always 
does — she is a fixture in Grosvenor square 
— these stationary good peple-<-these 8tx> 
phitefriends aresometimes very convenient 
— and Mrs. Maigaret Delacour is the ibofl 
unexcepti(mab)e zoophite 4n the cirejiHm. 
->-Sh& has, it is true, an antipathy to ^xff^ 
because Tm of such a different nature 
from herself I but then her, a^^pathy does 
not extend^ to my ofispring — slie(}ji:]|Fh|d 
beyon4 measure, to Hele^i^oOn jW|K>*^. 
I believe, to provokfi^me.-: Ifaw 'liPJ*^ 
voke her in my turn, by n^verrj^^ng pro* 
voked-r«^ she «y« !W;?i iS?'^.A^l4 
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trouble^ for which she is overpaid b^ the 
pleasure of abusing me. — ^This is the way 
of the world, Clarence. — ^Don't look so 
serious — ^you are not come yet to daugh- 
ters and sons, and schools and holidays, 
and all the evils of domestic Kfe/* 

"Evils!'' repeated Clarence Hervey, 
in a tone which surprised her ladyship. 
She lodssd immediately with a significant 
»nile at Belinda.'^^ Why do libt you 
echo w/iif , miss Portman?** -^ ; ' \ 

"Pray, lady Delacour;^ intiritiipted^ 
Clarence HervejT) "when do you gb'td' 
HsarrbWgater'; ' ''''' " 

'* A^ta diidden trana^pnr* MM^^f 
Delacour— ** What assodatioh of ideas could 
just at that instant take you to Harrow* 
gate ? When do I go to Harrowsate ? Imme^> 
diately after the birthday, I bdieve we shall 
—I ^vis^ ybti to be of the party .^* : 

^' Todir ladytiup do^ me a great ddd^ 
of honour/' said Hervey: ** I shall, if it 
be possible, do myself the hooot^ <^ it' 
tending you." . . i k ^ vi.. i ' •' -^ 
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" W«ll,wy: dev?..*re yo^i stiU poring, 
oy^ tJwt Jf tjtf r p^ J^l^oa's,?" ^ Jady De^ 

lacpurtoDBJi^PartPi^-: ... ,.,'.,. 
*' Waj .1 sftw {Sonneting ^Aki^i,^ L^ 

I was to have a.x»ta]|9gqe.^,.cupQ^iUfAi, 
%r,j^^„^ hafm Uttif $f^, »*»4. kss 

" iTou did not see, thieny . Vfhltfrjvis^'^ 

thftt MjMfiw ?"• > ; ... ;., . j..av; - .-.:•.- ' 

",$Iot. ;-rWfr*t ^Hil ^ wnit J^' 

says, ha».Vf«)»|S9^:))i %,ftoj»«^ tiiflWf^palStr- 

©ir^sdlW^ i •' :•(••/■. ii iiii.: '/tt. •.■:'. a to 
■ "Pocw. .IliCliaW' ilS»¥}.*Il4y,'JP!A»0^$if 
**8he will die soon, and then 'Iu^^Ark^i 
Helena upon my hattdi^ unless some other 
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MtTdiriefid takei a finc^ to h«*.*-^Who is 
thifltadythit iiiS atfted h^r to tJrS LeVe- 
riaft Museum ?*' 

*•* Lady Anhe PArcival j of Whotn she 
tpeaib with sb tntufh gtdtitttde &tid affec- 
tion,, that I qaite long " 

* Lord bless me ?* iritSrtupted lady 
tteheottt, ^Istdy AaM PerciyrtU ttelena 
lias xfiehtioiied Ma lady Aiifi^ ^tit^ to 
me before, I recollect) in some c^ hfet 
letters." 

"** Tbih jta did teiA sOtbk oF hto 

letter P* 

** Hdf i*^ tierdf ftad tfidfe' tltaa Ml, 
itpoii toy tfrdrf," «dd lady XMktid/niy 

ibtughfiii^. ■ ■ '■ 

*• Why ^H y<m dtf^titj niildtife you*- 
s^If Aj^acr iess gdbd thkft you ii^, my dt^tt 
lady DeEtbtin*' felid 'Baihda,' takbg ^et 

*' flfecateg I hate *i bi lit^ -t^r peo- 
pfe,'* tiiid h6r kdys%/»«W66 delight Ih 
matdtig themSfe^s Appear bettev thtk 
thfey arte— ^bat it ^^ras going to tell 
yon, th«t I do bfeKe^ i did provoke 

d 4 


2?2 BELINDA. 

aval by manying lord Delacour. — I can- 
not tell you how much this idea delights 
me— ^I am sure that the man has a lively 
. remembrance of me> or else he would never 
make his wife take so much notice of my 
daughter.*' 

^ Surely your ladyship does not think,'* 
iaid BeUnda^ ^ that ^wife b a bduig whose 
actions are necessarily governed by a husr 
band/' . - 

'*'Not necessarily — but acddeMally.-w 

,Wh^ a Jady accidentally sets up for being 

a goodwife, she must of course love> hq- 

npur^and obey.. Now, you understand, 

lam not in the least obliged to lady Axmc 

for her kindness to Helena; because it aU 

gpes under the[ hea4 obedience, in my 

imagU^ation-^and her ladyship is paid for 

h by an accession of character-x^-sbe has 

the reward of having it said — * O, kdy 

Anne Percival: is the best, wife in the 

world'—* O, lady Anne Percival is quite a 

patten;i woman!' — 1 hate pattern wt)nien, 

— I hope I majc never see lady Anne, for 

I'm sure t should detest her beyond all 
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things living-^Mrs. Luttridge not ex** 
cqjted/' 

Belinda was suxpiised and shocked at 
the malignant vehemence with whi^ her 
ladyship uttered those words; it was in 
vain, however, that she remonstrated on 
the > injustice of predetermining to detest 
lady Anne ; merely because she had shown 
kindness to Helena, and because she bore 
a high character. — Lady Delacour was a 
woman who never Jbtened to reason ; or 
who listened to it only that she might 
parry it by >^t. Upon this occasion, her 
wit had not it's usual effect upon miss 
Portman; instead of entertaining, k dis- 
gusted her, 

** You have catted me your friend, lady 
Delacour,'" sakl she: ^ I shouUl but ill 
deserve that name, if J had notthecou^ 
rage to speak the truth to you — If I had 
not the courage to tdl you when I think 
you are wrong/' 

'^ But I have not the courage to hear 
you, my dear,"' said la^ Delacour, stop< 
puig her ears. — ^^ So your consdence may 
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hfy at 'ttfie% jMnJ mliy silppe^ chit ycnf 
have said every thing that is wise^ and 

gpop4> MMl[pr(kpBr,iasid sublicnos ^^^ that 
y<m dsMwe 4ci be collbd the best of 
fri^nd^r— you shaUr etqoy the office of 
CAns0rrtQ hdcf Delacour, and welcome; 
\mt itmeiQbcir^ it is a sinecure placed 
though I will pay yon with ttiy lov^e a$id 
esteela.to any extent y&a fie&se: — ^Toa 
' sigh^-^ior my ft)Ily,-i-*Afes, iivy deaty *tis- 
hfurcUy worth whSe^-^^my {tdHes^ ^;rUl soon 
be at an eiid.-»^Qf whsit use cootd even 
thewisdomofSoloiiionbeto me now^^ 
If you havie any huinanity, you will' not 
fctt^e nl^e tOioeiect-^whilsl' I yet live I 
must kee/i it ufi with incessant dts^lpatiotf 
-^the JtotDtum keeps upright only while 
it spiD&^-tM» let us talk of tHe bictJiiTiightv 
OQ the new play that weare to see to night^y^ 

ck iha ridieulous^figure lady H tnad^ 

at the concert ^ or let us talk of H^wow- 
gate, or what you will." . * ^ 

Pityos^ueceeded to disgust and displea- 
sure ia B^nd^V Vnind, and she. could 
h|sdly V66«riki f rom te^rs, \diil9t she saw 


thk tinhappy creature, with fcitt^d siftiks, 
endeavour to hide the red ailguish of het' 
soul*~^he could Only say— • 

^ But, my deaf lady Delacout, do iiot 
you think that yOur little Helena, ^ho 
seems to have a most a^ction*at6 disjio- 
sitioil, would add to yOuf happine^ at 
home?'* 

•* Her affectiofiate dispositiofi cin be 
nothing to me,'* said lady Delacdut. 

Belinda felt a hot tear drop upon^ he^ 
hand, which lay Upon lady Delacour'S lap. 

** Can you wonder," continued het 
ladyship, hastily wiping awiy the teat 
which she had let fall ; *' can y6u wond^t 
that r should talk of detestiilg Ikdy'Anne 
Percival? — ^You see she has rot'bfed file of 
the affections of ifiy child. — Helena askS 
to come home — ye^-^but how does sh6 
ask it ? coldly ; formally ; aS a duty — but 
look at the end of her letter-^— I have read 
it all—every bitter word of it t have 
tasted.— How diftefently she writes— look 
even at the flowing hand— the nabment 

n6 


f76 BELINDA* 

she begins to speak of lady Anne Perci- 
val — then her soul breaks out — *lady 
Anne has oiFered to take her to Oakly^park 
—she should be extremely happy to go , 
if I please/ — ^Yes — ^kthergO — ^let.her go 
as far from me as possible — ^let her never, 
never, see her wretched mother more. — 
Write," said lady Delacour, turning hastily 
to Belinda, *^ write in my name, and tell 
her to go to Oakly-park, and to be 
haK)y.'* 

^^ But why should you take it for granted 
that she cannot be happy with you f said 
JBelind^. ^' Let us see her — let us try the 
cxperinient.'* 

** No/* said lady Ddacour i " no— it is 
too hte — ^I will never condescend in my 
last moments to beg for that affection, to 
which it may be thought I have forfeited 
my natural claim." 

Pride, anger, and sorrow, struggled in 
her countenance as she spoke. — She turn- 
ed her face from Belinda, and walked out 
of the room with dignity. 
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Nothing; remains for mt todo^ thought 
Belinda, but to sooth this haughty spirit 
•—all other hope I see is vaiii. 

At this moment Glarenoe Horvey, who 
had no suiqpicion that the gay, brilliantlady - 
Delacour was sinking into the grave, had 
formed a design worthy of his ardent and 
benevolent character.— -The manner in 
which her ladyship had spoken of his 

friend Dr. X ^,the sigh which she gave 

at the reflecdon, that she might have been 
^ very different character, if she had early 
had a sensible friend^ made a great im- 
pression upon Mr. Hervey. Till then, 
he had merely considered her ladyship as 
an object of aitiusement, and an intro- 
duction to high life ; but he now felt so 
much interested for her, that he deter- 
mined to exert all his influence to pro- 
mote her happiness. — He knew that influ- 
ence to be considerable— not that he was 
either coxcomb^ or dupe enough, to ima- 
gine that lady Delacour was in love with 
him : he was perfectly sensible that her 
only wish was to obtain his admiration, 
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and liei-esdred to sbwr her, tliat it coul ^ 
tso ^engdr ji>e secwed^ • i«HMbOt^ •deeetving' 
his esteem. — C^amiice Hehr^y Wti5 a tho-< 
rOQj^XgeMfottr^Oungmant capaUe of 
tndy ttg the vgfeis(tes« ^i^dfitds, Wheti En- 
couraged by th^ hope oif doing good, he 
deterteincfd to postpone th^ declaration of 
his attachment to Belinda, that he might 
devote himself entirely to his new project. 
His plan was to^ wean lady Deiacour, by 
degrees^ from xMssipation, by attaching 
her to her daughter, and to lady Atme 
Percivai. He was sanguine in all his 
hopes^ and rajMd, but not unthinking, in 
all his decisiom.— From lady Deiacour he 
went immediately to Dr. X— * — -, to whonl 
he communicated- his designs. 

"I appla^Ud your benevx^ent inten- 
tions," said the doctor, ** but have you 
reaQy the presumption to hope, that an 
ingenuous young man of five and twfenty 
€a£i reform a veteran coquet of thirty ?* 

.*.* Lady Deiacour is not yet thirty,** 
said> Clarence^ '^but tlie older she is,* 
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tBtt bclier the chance oi'" her giving 
up a k)6ing . fpane.^^ She has ' an ad^ ' 
mirable understanding> and she will mor^ 
— -I mean as soon as she is acquainted 
with lady Anne Per cival— discover that 
she has mistaken the road to happiness. 
— All the difficulty will be to make them 
fairly acquainted with each other — ^for 
this, my dear doctor, I must trust to^ 
you. — Do you prepare lady Anne to tole- 
rate lady Delacour's faults, and I will 
prepare lady Delacour to tolerate lady 
Anne^s virtues." 

" You have generously taken the more" 
difficult task of the two/* replied Dr. 

X . " Well, we shall see what we can' 

be done — After the birthday, lady De- 
kcour talks of going to Harrowgate — 
you know, Oakly-park is not far from 
Harrowgate, so they will have frequent 
opportunities of meeting. But, take 
my word' for it, nothing can be done 
till after the birth-day; for lady Dela- 
cour's head is at present fall of crape 
Jj^etticoats,. and horses, and carriages,. 
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asd a certain Mrs. Luttridge^ whom she 
hates witii a hatred passmg that of 
wOuien. 


( 2»1 ) 


CHAPTER X. 


J 


TJiS£ MYST£RIOUS BOUBOlR. 


Accustomed to smdyjiuman na- 

ture, D^. X—— had aojuired peculiar 
paigMtj; in judging cdf ; d^acter. Not<^ 
withstai)idiiig^the addres^s^ with which lady 
Oelacour conoealed the real* motives for 
iier a[>parently thoughtless conduct* he 
quickly discovered, that the hatred of Mrs. 
Luttridge was her ruling passion. Above 
nine years of continual waffare had exsus- 
perated the tempers of l;K)th parties* and 
no oppcHtunities of manifesting their mu- 
tual smtipathy were ever n^;lected. Ex- 
travagantly as lady Delacour loved admi« 
ration, the highest possible degn^ of 
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positive praise was insipid to her taste, if 
it did not imply some superiority over the 
woman whom she considered as a per- 
petual rival. 

Now, it had been said by the coach-' 
maker, that Mrs. Luttridge would sport a 
most elegant new vis-A-vis, On thfe king's 
birth-day. Lady Delacour was immedi- 
ately ambitious to ^evlshine her in . equi-* 
page s audit was this paltry ambition^ that 
made her condescend to all the meanness 

of the Tt^hskctkrti ty vtoifc^ t^^ 

rtiss Ibrtmiii^i 'tir^gi^ Srtd ;t:4are«* 
ttervey'^ twi* ' httiA^d • gteittfeaii^lll* 
great; thtrlihtJdhaifrtd^ itlcgtogHi »*l^a 
.^He^liiiy^ii^ii trhttii^^^ W^^ *!6hH% 
at the tin^tt^g room, ' vMti cbilA^e.^ 
Mrs. txrttfidges dress/ Mtt. Luttridge^ 
tU &.Tis, Mrs. .iarttritige'^ horws, Wttfe 
ttofhing— dbsdutely irotliiWg, ifi'tOtapii?. 
Mn with Uidy Bdatcbw- S'^-t^xet' ' htdyshi^i 
enjt^ytsd ilhe-ftiH-eittfcltitioli «f VaWlt^^' aM 
at night ih€ 5iK/^nFlii Mgh fipffit* {!b the 

^<r,^ eSUMi 'Bellntla/^ said ^j '^ 
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sbe left her dressing-foom^ bow terrible 
z thJaag i|t s, that you cannot go with me t 
**T«Nbneof the y>y^ oj^thisiife ax« without 
illoy ! -^'Twoukl be too much to -see iu 
qns no^ht Mrs. Idittridge'^ mQrtt£k:ation, 
and my fidaooda's tdumph. ^*^ Adieu ! my 
h>VB>-^we shaU live to see another liirth- 
day, it js to be heped^ -^ Mariigct) my 
dnipfi: -^Oi yllwte taken them/' 

BeHndii^ ;HJ5ter^her iadyiAip'^ d^rtut^^ 
retired to the library. — Her time passed m 
^maklY ^dtixiiig lady • IMacour V absence^ 
lUt she ttaik'sut^yfeed "^fi^Mahe hestfd the 

1 "^ is iiipd^Ui/' ilicmglM fthe, '"-^ 
Ilfttiw^j^efitiHir^ JbMrft by mys^fifintt 
H^^tirfyt 'wi^iiebt h^iig^ tl^ of iny* ex- 
]MeiM»'? -^ Mo# different ar* my fcefings^^ 
moiky to wha^ thfey ^^Kildbitve'bec^ in the 
9mie cd^nHMtitice^'^ix mckiths ago ! ^^ I 
should then have thought the loss of a* 
tk^hnigiit ftAlta iVli^lW^ trhl 6f teirfper.— 
IC Cs JsiBguIftr,^ that ' my ' ha vitig spent a 
winter with one of'^^ most dissipatedl 
%t4rtiKn«iW >i:ns^i^ iftdttld llat^ 3(^bered 


my mind/ so completely. / If I had never 
$een the, /utmost . extent of* the pleasures 
of the worlds as they^are Q^lhkdyjmj ima- 
^»ttion might; have misled cne to the end 
o( my Hf^ f but now I can judjg^e from my 
Qwnl QXf^rieace, and X ani convinced that 
the ; Bife of; a fine Jady . would never make 
m^h^pp^in^Dr. X-**---: told me, the other 
day, that 'be tAinka^mefionrnie^^or sma^ 
thing. better;; ^^tfid!hii is incapabk^of ikt- 

^ Th,e :i<Je^, of XSiretice Hervey waa so 
intlnj^Hf .CPttoec^ted witiiLctha* .of hh 
friend, that miss Portj|)i3Ji«.QOidd;fieldom 
separate. _t)2em ip k^t Jmj^natibn-r-and 
^he v^ j^st begmqwl; to ir^ect uponthd 
manner in which Clare|K:^k)Oked,^ whilst 
he declared to sir Phfllp Baddely, thsA he 
would never give np^ Dr; ; Xi-rfTTTi; vhe« 
she was startled by the entJra9(Kj$^.Mar« 

riott. . ^' ' ^ • - '-'^":^ ' '•- ■•'■ 

^i O, miss Pprtmui, what shall we do! 

— What shall we do ? r-My Udy I milt 

poor lady !" cried she. ^ /. 

^> What is the matter V' said Belii|di# 
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<^ Thehorsea — the young horsMl-^O 

I wish my lady .had never siesi thiBiii;*--0 

my lady^ my« poofr lady, what wtU beodtoe 

of her?" : i ' 

It was some minutes before JBelinda 

coul^;Obtain from Marriott any intelligible 
accoiipt^jof what had happened. 
. ^ All I know> ma'am, is what James 
has just told me," said Marriott. — ** My 
lady gave the coachman orders upon nq 
account to let Mrs. Luttridge's carriage 
get before hers. — Mrs. Luttridge's coach- 
man would not give up the point either.*.--- 
My lady's horses were young and ill broke, 
they tell me, and there was no noanag^g 
pf them no ways.-^The carriages got some 
how across one another, and my lady was 
overturned, and all smashed ta atpm^ -^ 
O ma'am!'* continued Marriott, " if it 
had not been for Mr. Hervey, they say, 
my lady would never have been got out of 
the crowd alive.— rHe's bringing her home 
in his own carriage — God bless him !" 
" B^t is lady Delacour hurt T' cried Be- 
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' ) ^ Sk» wiisf'^ to- ti& rara ih^i mUst, 

much hurt, my lady will keep it to kef^ 
«df— the ft)otrtieir sweat she didf tiot give 
X screami, nbt' a isfcgfe scf eittt fso'it'isHiHeir 
opinion sheWno'^^htift-ftuf tfiat f 
Itoow- e^tt*t' be -i^ AW<3f rfide^ti, • htey are 
thinking so mbch abmit €h6^ ckrflage, that 
thtey clan't give oiVe ahy'ratScJttal atrifotint of 
any f Miig^-^ancP a^ for rnyiself, rtri strfe Pitt 
hr stJcTi' a fltitter.-^Lot^rf knbw^, T ddvi^edl 
my lady vtot'tQ *giy Wfth tfte^ybmig^ hbi'ifeifi 
ncrlat^rthan"^-^^'''. » /- r ., j> . ; y'.rl .r/[ 

\''^ Hatkr cried- B^«iid^, ^^^Irel^ they 
;ftr(?:^ mkr^ dbWn sifairffikSRiiitiyj' ¥hi? 
first tihgfcct* trial! ^sVi'siW'w^^ iM^ 

COUf ^ Jh tori vtilStdM— the ytfeetditot' ^iS 
dpeii-^tht frarltWas^i^Hu^d Witii sefWhtk' 
Helind^ Aiafle fiet Way through thein; ahtfj 
iti a^caltii voic^, rcqnested* tfhat tedV Bef^' 
cour might" immediately "Be brbtgh't'tfrB^r 
own rfresisifrg-toonT/ ani thar ffi^^iRdtiltf 

there bereft to 'Marriott^ c^e ^hitf^hers. 

• 

Mr. Hervey assisted in carrying lady fftXi^' 


qp^^r^Aid cam^ ta Mr sea^cs a$ thJ^j -were 
ta^dxig her up stairs. ^ Sat oie dewfirrn 

not hurt-^I am quite wdl— ^Where's Mar- 
liott I Whef eV ink^ Porti»an ?' ' 

**Uerc w-e are— yqia sJijdl be carried^ 
quite^Mfe\]r-^tru9t tatim/' aakl ^Knda, 
In a %m. tcNoe, ^ and do at>t Hr^og^" 

Lady Ddacour wbinittcd^^^he 119^ m 
a^gonizbgpain; but liei £»rtittt^' wm so 
great t^atsbe never uttered a> gmao. It 
was thercoiis^raiot whioh j^:had>tMK il!pe» 
herself, by endeavouring not toi Si^^qaoti 
wkicb tbf ew her iotOiCMfvUfcioli^l ;•. *^. She 
19 hjujcj;,:Iv^m,9U»e die i% h^rt^.tfe^W,^ shi^ 
TOn,nQti.^]fiVW^Je^ei$,,*'. qrJieA. Q^rei;^ 
Herv^ , ^' ]Vty,'afplp,i$;.spra9*B|dlj f d)^;% 
^1/' S3id lyiy:.pel#jcpvr--f^liLf jj|M^.;q|»^ 

" Wh^t> all ttiis r cr^ lord 9^aqpi)f^ 
^ggedog iotp therQpqi;'he wa& na^ufihiwH 
];c^(;9jted^^di^:t^:.^9ndteiq^ had jmi 
coBjiel^n)^ a&. thf)p w^ cage^jipg, lady 
Delacour up stairs : h9,cq\^Mt; b9i made 

tp. u^dj^r^tfJ^^^i!^'^ 
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heard Clarence Hervey's voice, he insisted' 
tipdn' going up to his wife's dressing room.' 
It was % very unusual thing, but neither 
Champfort nor any one else could restrain' 
him, the moment thatt he had formed this' 
Idea; he forced his way into the room. 

** What's all this?— Cotohei Lawlessr 
said he addressing himsielf to ' Clarence 
Hervey, whom, in the confusion of his 
mind, he mi^bok fbt the c6lonel, the first 
object of Ms jealousy. '" Colonel Lawless,^* 
eiiedhifrlmdship, **ycni ire a villain.— I 
alH^yskilewlt."' ■ < • 

^ Sbftly !-i<he's iii gr^f pain, my lord,'* 
^d Belklda, catching lord Delacour's 
arm, just as he was going to strike Qa- 
rehceHenrey. She led hini to the sofa 
where lady Dehcoiir lay, and uncovering 
her ande, whkh was much swelled, show* 
cd it to him« His lordship^ who was a 
humane man, was somewhat mored by 
this appeal to his remaining senaes^ and he 
began roaring as* loud as he possibly 
eodld for arquebusade. 

'Lady Delacoor rested her head upon 
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theback of tlie soh, her hands moved widi[ 
convulsive twitdies -~ she was perfectif 
iilent. Marriott was in a great bustle^ 
running backwards and forwards for she 
knew not what, and continually repeating^) 
** I wish nobody would come in here but 
miss Portman and me. — My lady says no- 
body must, come in. — ^Lord bless me!— 
my lord here too !** 

•* Have you any arquebusade^ Marriott ? 
Arquebusade, for your lady directly V 
cried his lordsfhip, following her to the 
door of the boudoir, where she was going 
for some drops.. 

" O my lord, you can't com6 in, I as- 
sure you, my lord, there's nothing he^^my 
lord, nothing of the sort," said Marriott, 
setting her back against the door. — ^Her ter* 
rour and embarrassment instantly recalled 
all the jealous suspicions of lord Delacour* 
" Woman !'' cried he, ** 1 will see whoin 
you have in this room ! — ^You have some 
one concealed there, and I will go in/'— 
Then with brytal oaths he dragged M 

VOL. h o 
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riott from the door, and snatched the key 
from her straggling hand. 

■ 

] Lady Deiacour * started up» and gave a 
^cream of agony. ^ •• My lord ! — Lord De- 
Jacour," cried Belinda, springing forward, 
** hear iaie.*' 

Lord Deiacour stopped short. — ** Tell 
me then," cried lord DelaCour, ** is not a 
lover of lady Deiacour 's concealed there ?'* 
** No ! — No ! — ^No 1 '* answered Belinda. 
*^ Then a lover of miss Portman*s," said 
lord Deiacour — ^^ Gad ! we have hit it now, 
I believe.'* 

*^ Believe whatever you please, my 
lord,'* said Belinda hastily — ^*'but give me 
the key/' 

Clarence Hervey drew the key from 
lord Delacour's hand, gave it to miss 
Portiiian without looking at her, and im- 
mediatelv withdrew. — Lord Deiacour fol- 
lowed mm with a sort of drunken laugh j 
and no one remained in the room but 
Marriott^ BcKnda, and lady Deiacour.— 
Mamou was so msx^Jluttendy as she said> 
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tbat die could do notlikig. — Miss Portmaif 
locked the room door, and began to un* 
dress lady Dehcour, who lay motionless. 
** Are vre by ourselves/' said lady Dela- 
CDur, opening her eyes. 

*^ Yes — are you much hurt?** laid Be* 
linda. " O, you are a charming girl!*' 
said lady Delacour. — ^* Who would have 
thought you had so much presence of 
mind and courage — have you the key 
safe ?*' " Here it is/' said Belinda, pro. 
dudng it i and she repeated her question 
— ^' are you much hurt V* " I atn not in 
pain now/' said lady Delacour, ^ but I 
Aave suffered terribly. — If I could get rid 
of all this finery*— if you could put me to 
bed I could sleep perhaps/' 

Whilst Belinda was undressing lady 
Delacour, she shrieked several times ; but 
between every interval ^f pain she repeat^ 
ed, ** I shall be better to-morrow/* As 
soon as she was in bed, she deedred Mar^ 
riott to give her double her usual quantity 
of laudanum ; for that all the inclination 
which she had felt to sleep was gone, and 
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'V Leftve me sdoiie with your lady, IM^ 
lipU,^' said mm Portmadi^ taJdogthe bot- 
tle of laudanum from bear trembling band» 
^ and 1^ ISO bed r for I tm sune you are not 
able to sit up aj^y longer/' 

As she spoke, she toofe Marriott into 
ike adjoining dressing*roomi»^-^^ O detf 
niss Portmvi^ ' said Marriott, who was 
sincerely attached to her lady, and who at 
this inalant forgot all her jeakamqs, and aU 
her loiR? of power— ?" I'll do any thingyott 
ask me— ;but pray let me stay in the room, 
tluiugh I know Fm ^uite helpk^.~-lt will 
be too much for you to be here all night 
by yourself. — ^The conmdbiQns may take 
^y lady. — ^What ^bricte she gtms every 
now and then ! — ^and JdKsbody knows whsit's 
the matter b^t ourselves ; and wery body 
in the house is asidoig me wJKf a strrgeon 
is not sent for, if my bdy is so much hu«t« 
O I can't answer for it to my conacienec» 
to have kept the naatter secret so long y for 
to be sure a physician, if Ittd in time. 


THE MYSTBRlOirS BOUBOIR. thh 

might have saved my {ady--*4Mlt now ii6^ 
thing can save her !"-^And here Matriott 
burst into tears. 

«• Why don't you give me the huda^^ 
num ?'' cried lady Delacour, in a loud pe- 
remptory voice — ** Give it to me instantly/' 
— •* No,'* said miss Portman firmly.— 
** Hear me, lady Dehcour— you must al- 
low me to judge, for you know that you are 
not in a condition to judge for yourself—* 
or rather you must allow me to send for k 
physidan, who may judge for us both/* 

** A physician P* cried lady DelacDurt 
— '* Never— never, — ^I diarge you tot no 
physician be sent for.— Remember your 
promise — you cannot betray me»-you ifM 
not betray me/* 

•• No,'* said Belinda, ** of that I haVfe 
given sufficient proof— but you will be- 
tray yourself-^it is already known by your 
servants that you have been hurt by. this 
overturn of your carriage— if you do not 
let eitiier a surgeon or physician see you, 
it will eaxite surprise and suspicion.-r-It 

o S 


S94 BEUNX^A. 

is not iQ your power when violent paid 
seizes you to refrain from*' — ^* It is/* 
interrupted lady Delacour, *' not another 
scream shall you hear— only do not, do not, 
my dear Belinda, send for a physician.'* 
' ** You will throw yoursdf again into 
convulsions/' said Belinda — " Marriott 
you see, has lost all command of herself-r- 
I shall not have strength to manage you — 
perhaps I may lose my presence of mind^ 
I cannot answer for myself— your husband 
may desire to see you/' 
. *' No danger of that," said lady DelaF- 
cour, ** tell him my ancle is qn^ined-^ 
tell him I am bruised all over — tell him 
any tlung you wilt-^he will not trouble 
himself any more about me^-he will forget 
all thk passed to night by the time he is 
sober. — * O ! — give me the laudanum, 
dearest Belinda-*-and say no more about 
physicians.' ' 

It was in vain to reason with lady De- 
lacour. Beliiida attempted to persuade 
her—" for my sake^ dear lady Delacour/' 
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said she, *' let me send for Dr. X , he 

is a man of honour, your secret will be 
perfectly safe with him." 

" He will tell it to Clarence Hervey,*' 
said lady Delacour — '' of all men living I 

would not send for Dr. X y I will not 

see him if he comes." 

^ Then,'* said Belinda, calmly, but 
with a fixed determination of countenance, 
^' I must leave you to morrow inoming— 
I must return to Bath/' 

^^ Leave me ! remember your promise/' 

'^ Circumstances have occurred, about 
which I have made no promise,'* said 
Belinda—*^ I must leave you, unless you 
win now give me your permission te send 
for Dr. X .'» 

Lady Delacour hesitated. ** You see," 
continued Belinda, ^^ that I am in earnest, 
when I aiB gone you will have no friend 
left — ^ix^en I am gone your secret will 
inevitably be discovered, for without me 
Marriott will not have sufficient strength 
of mind to keep it.'' 
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*' I am sure you may tl^^t Uoi,'' saidr 

Bduida wilh eMigy : *^ i will pledge my 
Itfe upon his hoBOiur." ,;^,. 

'' Then send for him, siacet k mii^ be 
so/* said lady Delacow. 

No sooner had the words passed lady 
pehcour's lips, th{KEi Bdindsl fleiw to exeu 
cute h^r ^d|^iiSk"--^Ma]rriott recovered her 
senses, when she h^al*d that her ladysli^ 
]m4'^owei)l«d^t^^9end' for a phyddan, 
bu£ she daGlared, that i^ eovld not con<^ 
<caw how any tUmg less. than. the power 
9£ oiaipp <}oubi have broiif^ hBf hdftd 
80ch a fletfirtf^nal^km. . 

Belinda had scarcely dispatched, a ser« 
▼ant for Dr» Xr^-^-^^wJ^ealady Deisicour 
repented of the pentussion ^herhad g^ven, 
siod att that c^Uld i>eeiad to ;padfyi» onftf 
irritated her tempwv-^ Sue l)ccaijne-ddi^ 
rkms, B^lfavl^'d plceswce df niiiid iiewr 
ffprsQok hers *lie .remiried qiiistly betside 
the bed waiting for the arrival of Dr. 
^«-- — 3^ and she absolutely refused admit- 
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tismce to the servants, wha, drawn bytheif 
lady's outrageoQS cries^ continually came 
to her door with oflfers of assistance. 

About four o'clock the doctor arrived, 
and miss Portman was refieved from some 
of her anxiety. He assured her that ther^ 
was no immediate danger, and he pro* 
raised that the secret which she had en- 
trusted to htm should be faithfully kept.--^ 
He remmned with h^ some hours, iSR 
lady Delacour . became more quiet and 
fi^ asleep, exhausted with ddirious exer- 
tions. — " I think I may now leave you." 
said Dr. X-— — ^ but as he was going 
through the dressing-room, BeHnda stop* 
ped him.— "Now that I have lime to 
think of myself,'* said she — *•♦ let me con- 
sult you as my friend — ^I am not used to 
act entirely for myself» and I shall be most 
grateful if you will assist me with your 
advice.— I hate all mysteries, but I feel 
myself bound in honour to keep the secret, 
vrith which lady Delacour has entrusted 
me«— Last night I was. so circumstanced, 
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tl»t I could not extricate her ladyship 
without exposing herself to- • ^to su^don / ' 
Miss Portman then related all that 
had passed about the mysterious door, 
which lord Delacour^ in hb fit of drunken 
]talottfy,hadinastediq)on breaking open. 
** Mr. Hervey/' continued Bdinda^ 
^was present when all this happened — 
he seemed much surprised — ^I should be 
sorry that — he should remain in an errour 
which might be fatal to my reputation-*- 
you know a woman ought not even to be 
suspected — yet how to remove this suspi* 
cion I know not, because I cannot enter 
into any explanation without betraying 
lady Delacour — ^e has, I kpow, a pe» 
culiardreadof Mr. Hervey's discovering 
the truth/' 

*• And is it possible," cried Dr. X— — 

^* that any woman should be so meanly 

^ selfish, as thus to expose the reputation of 

h her friend merely to preserve her own 

vanity from mortification.*' 

** Hush--^on't speak so loud/' said Be- 
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finda^ " you will awaken her — and at pre- 
sent she is certainly store an object of pity 
than of indignation. — If you wiQ have the 
goodness to ccnne with me, I wiU take 
you by a back staircase up to the myst9* 
riws , houdoir.-^! am not too . proud .to 
give positive prpp6 of my speaking truth ; 
the key of that room now lies on lady 
Delacour's bed^ — it was that which she 
gra^>ed in her hand duriqg her delirium^-^ 
she has^ now let it fall: — it opens both the 
doors of the boudoir — you shall see>'^ 
added mia$ Portman with a smile^ ^^ that 
I am not afraid to let you unlock either of 
them.'* 

** As a polite man," said Dr. X— •»" I 
l}elieve that I should ab$olutely refuse to 
take any external evidence ci a lady's 
tjruth ! but demonstration is unanswerable' 
even by enemies^ and I will not sacrifice 
your interests to the foppery of my polite- 
ness — so I am ready to follow you. The 
curiosity of the servants ms^y have been 
elicited by last night's disturbance, ind I 

06 . 
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ite^Qft di^tbod da cirtnn » tint vducb 
3N>tt propoie of provistikiglbf^ Rumour. 
That goddtts (fet Ovid say what he 
fkases) was bom and bsed in a kkcheiii 
cr a. servant's halL — ^But,'^ contiftiiecl 
I)r.X4M«--Nyf«tty4kBrmisa {V)rtttiB&^ you 
will put a stop to a number of chartning 
stories by this pniifonee of yoiirtr*-a to* 
oia&ce.ca&ed the IfystenoiiS' fioodoir, of 
mnttvohunes at least, m^it t)e wrltteDt 
on this sabfocti if you would only cOAde^ 
scend to act like ahnost afi other hsroines^ 
tint is to say without commoa sense.*' 

The doctor bow foMowed Belinda^ and 
satisfied himself by oeular demonstration^ 
that th» cabinet was the retirement of 
dkease^^d ncc of pleasiufe. 

Itwaa about e^ht o'clock in the mom«^ 
ittg when Dr. X ' ■ gd home ; he found 
CSareace Hervey widting f<^ him. Cla- 
rence seemed to be in great agitation^ 
though he endeavoured^ with sdl thepower 
w4iich he possessed owr himself, to su^ 
press his enotiotw 
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^' You have been to see lady Delacour,** 
lodd he^ oyiflily^*-^' Is she much hurt ?"— 
ft was a terrible accident." 

*' She has been much hurt/' said Dr. 
X-t— , " and she has been for some hours 
^•llridOS*--but adk me no more questions 
MNTj iot I am asleep and must go to bed 
••^linless you have any thing to say' that 
can waken me-^ou look as if some great 
misfortilne had befallen you» what is the 
matter?-' 

** O^ my dear friend/' said Hervey^ 
taking his hand-*-^do not jest with me, . 
1 am not sible to bear your raillery in my 
pKtesent temper-rin one word> I fear that 
Belinda is unworthy of my esteem — I caax 
tefiyOu no mwe— except that I am more 
miserable than I thought any woman 
could make me/' 

**.You are in a prodigious hurry to.be 

miserable/' said Dr. X ; " upon my 

Word> I think you would make a mighty 
pretty herain a novefj you .take tlungs 
very properly for granted, and stretched 
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0ut upon that sofa, you act the diatracted 
lover vastly well — and to complete th© 
matter you cannot tell n^e why you are 
more miserable than ever man or hero was 
before* — I must tell you then«_th^ yoja 
have still more cause for jealousy than 
you suspect. — Ay, start — evety jealous 
iK^an st;art8 at the sound of the word jea» 
lousy: — ^a certain symptom this of the 
disease.'' 

" You mistake me," cried Clarence 
Hervey, ^* no man islfss disposed to jea^ 
lousy than I am — but- >■- 

*• But your mistress— no, not ycnir mist 
tress, for you have never yet declared to 
her your attachment — ^but the lady yoii 
admire will not let a drunkeii ma^ unlock 
a door, and you immediat^y supp<)se''r— 

*^ She has mentioned the cincumstao^ 
to you!" exclaimed Hervey, in a joyful 
tone — " then she must W innocent/' 

<^ Admirable reasoning! — I i^jpras gCHng 
to have told you just lapvf^ if ypa wouki 
have suffered me to speak connectedly, 
that you have more reason for jealousy 
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than you $Qqpecr» for miss Portmail has 
actually unlocked for ine-*-£or me ! look 
at me — the door, the mysterious door — 
and whilst I live, and whilst she lives, we 
can neither of us ever tell you the cause 
of the mystery. — All I can tell you is 
that no lover is in the case, upon my 
honour — and now^ if you should ever 
mbtake curiosity in your own mind for 
jealousy, expect no pityfrom me/' 

^^I should deserve none," said Cla* 
rence Hervey, " you have made me the 
happiest of men/' 

^•The happiest of men! — No, no; 
keep that superlative exclamation, for a 
future occasion. — But now you behave 
like a reasonable creature, you deserve to 
hear the praises of your Belinda*—! am so 
much charmed with her, that I wish " 

•'When can I^see her," interrupted 
Hervey, ** I'll go to her this instant." 

•' Gently," said Dr. X ,"you for- 
get what time of the day it is — you forget ^ 
that miss Portman has been up all night — 
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that lady Delacour is extremely ffl — ^and 
tliat this would be the most unseasonable 
opportunity you could possible choose 
for your visit/' 

To this observation Clarence Hervey 
assented; but he immediately seized a 
pen from the doctor's writing- table, and 
began a letter to Belinda. — The doctor 
threw himself upon. his. sofa, saying «-• 
«« Waken me when you want me'* — ^and 
in a few minutes he was fast asleep. 

** Doctor, upon second thoughts/* said 
Clarence, rising suddenly, and tearing 
his letter down the middle, *^ I cannot 
write to her yet — ^I forgot the reformation 
of lady Delacour— how soon do you think 
she will be well?— Besides, I have another 
i%ason for not writing to Belinda at pre* 
sent. — ^Tou must know, my dear doctor, 
that I hav*, or had, another mistress.** 

" Another mistress indeed !** cried 
doctor X ■ , trying to waken himself. 

" Good God! I do believe you've been 
asleep.** 
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** I do befieve 1 have**' 

<^ But is it possible that you could hil 
tOQndagleepm tliab time?" 

**Viiiry po^ble^*' said the doctorf 
^ what is th^e^o extraordinary in a.inaa'i 
£i^ng asleep i^-snea are apt to detp 
S<kti6 time within tfa^ four and twenty 
hours— unless they ha^e half a doxen 
mistresses to keep them awake, as you 
seem to hart^e, rriy good Sriend.'* ' 

A servant' no\^ came into the room with 
a letter, that- had just arrived express from 
the country for Dr. X ." 

"This is another affair,'* cried he> 
rousing himself. 

The letter required the dbctor's imme- 
diate attendance. He shook hands with 
Clarence Hervey — 

** My dear friend, I am really concerned 
that I cannot stay to hear the history of 
your six mistresses ; but you see that thb 
is an affair of life and death." 

** Farewell," said Clarence, ^' I have 
not six, I have only three goddesses ; even 
if you count lady Delacour for one. — But 
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I really wanted your advice in good 
earnest.'' 

'* If your case be desperate^ you can 
write, cannot you ? — ^Direct to me at 
Horton hall, Cambridge. — In the mean 
time, as £ur as general rules go, I can 
give you my advice gratis, in the formula 
of an old Scotch scm g ■ 


** *Tit good to beoieny and wite^ 
^11 good to be 'honest and true» 
Til good to be off with the old loTC^ 
Before you be on with the scWt*' 
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Before he left town Dr. X — - 
called in Berkeley square^ to see lady De- 
hcour": he found that she was out ot all 
immediate danger.— Miss Portman was 
sorry that be was obliged to quit her at 
this time, but she felt the necessity for. 
his going ; he was sent for to attend Mf. 
Horton, an intimate friend of his, a gen- 
tleman of great talents, and of the most 
active benevolence^ who had just been 
seized with a vicdent feyer, in consequence 
of his exertions in sa^ng the poor inhabi- 
tants of a village in his neighbourhood 
from the effects of a dreadful fire, which 
broke out in the middle of the night. 

Lady Delacour, who heard Dr. X 

giving this account to Belinda, drew back, 
her curtain, and said 


'' Go this instant, doctor — I am 
out. of all inuxiediate danger, you say-^ 
but if I were < not-^-I must die in the 
course of Fa few months, you know — 
and what is my life, compared with 
the chance of saving your excellent 
friend ! — He is of some use in this world 
-^I am of none-^gd this instant, doctcnr/* 

« What a pity," said Dr. X , a» 

he left the room, ^<that a woman vHito k 
capable of so much magnanimity sboiAsI 
have wast^ her life on petty objects^''. 
^ f^ ]^er li&is not yet at an end — ^O^ sir^ 
if youi ^m/i save her !V' cried Bdinda. 
^ iPootor X'-^'-- shook hia. faead«^bu\ 
returning to Belmda^a^r going hMs/mf 
down stairs, he added, ^ wiwn you reoid 
thb paper^ you wiU know all that I can 
tdlyou upon the subject.'* ' 

BeUnda the moment the dcctor wii 
gcme, shut hersdf up in her own trnm^ 
to read the paper wbtdi he had gives to 

her. Dr. X ficst stated tibat he was 

by no means certain^i that hdy DelBcour 


teaUy^Iiad thecomplaiiityidridul^ much - 
dreaded ; but it was impossible for him to 
dedde without farther examination, td 
whidi her ladyship could not be prevailed 
upon to submit. Then he mentioned aH 
that he thought would be most efficaqous 
in mitigating the pain that lady Ddacour 
might feel, and aH that could be done^ 
with the greatest probaUlity of prolon^ng 
ker life.*-<And he concluded with the fol* 

^^ These are all temporising expedients : 
according to the usual progress of the 
disease lady Delacour may live a year or 
perhaps two. 

^* It is possiUe that her life might be 
MTed by a ski^ surgeon 1-^By a few 
words that dropped from her ladyslup last 
night, I apprehend that she has some 
tJuxug^sof submitting to an operation, 
which wW be attended with mucl^ pain 
and danger, even if she employ the most 
experienced surgeon- in London; but if 
she put herself, from a vain hope of 
secrecy, mto ignorant hands, she will in- 
evitably destroy herself." 
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After reading this paper, Belmda had 
some faint hopes that huty Delaconr's life 
might be saved $ but ^e determined to 

wait till Dr. X should return to 

town, before she mentioned his <^)imon to 
his patient ; a;nd she earnestly hoped that 
no idea of putting herself into ignorant 
hands would recur to her ladyship. 

Lord Delacour^ in the morning, when 
<he was sober, retained but a confused 
idea of the events of the p/eceding night; 
but he made ah awkwardly good natured 
apology to miss Portman for his infusion, 
and for the disturbance he had occasioned, 
which he said must be laid to the blame 
of lord Studley's admirable Burgundy. — 
He expressed much concern for hdy De- 
lacour's terrible accident, but he could 
not help observing, that if his advice had* 
been taken, the thing could not have hap- 
pened-^that it was the consequence of 
her lady ship*s self-willedness abovit'the 
young horses. 

" How she got the horses without pay* 
ing for them, qr. how , she got money to 
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pay for-them^ I know nor/' said his lord* 
ship ; ^^ for I said I would have nothing to 
do with the business, and I have kept to 
my resolution/' 

His lordship finished his morning visit 
to miss Portman, by observing that " the 
house would now be very dull for her ; that 
the ofSce of a nurse was ill-suited to so 
young and beautiful a lady, but that her 
undertaking it with so much cheerfulness 
was a proof of a degree of good nature, 
that was not always to be met with in the 
young and handsome." 

The manner in which lord Delacour 
spoke, convinced Belinda, that he was in 
reality attached to his wife, however^ the 
fear of being, or of appearing to be go- 
verned by her ladyship might have 
estranged him from her, and from home. 
—She now saw in him much more good 
sense, and symptoms of a more amiable 
character than his lady had described, or 
than she ever would allow that he pos- 
sessed. 
The reflections however, which miss 
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Portman trnde upoh the ndisefaUe Sfe 
thi$ ^ ill-matehed couple led together 
did not iBcline her in favour of mar- 
riage in general; great talents on one 
ftide, and good nature on the other, had, 
in this instance, tended only to make 
each party unhappy. Matches of inte- 
rest, convenience, and vanity, she was 
convinced diminished^ ihstead of in- 
creasing hap{)iness. — Of domestic felidty 
die had never, except during her chSd'* 
hood, seen examples— ^she had, indeed, 
heard from Dr. X descriptions of the 

happy femily of lady Anne Perdval, but 
she feared to indulge the romantic hope 
of ever being loved by n man of supe- 
riour genius -and virtue, with a tempeir 

» 

and manners suited to her taste. — The 
only person she had seen, who at afl 
answered this description^ was Mr. Her- 
vey, and it was firmly fixed in her mmd, 
that he was not a marrying man, and 
consequently ])pt a man of whom any 
prudent woman would suffer herself to 
think with partkdity.'She could not doubt 
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that he liked her society and conversation ; 
his manner had sometimes expressed 
more than cold esteem. — ^Lady Delacour 
had assured her that it expressed love; 
but lady Delacour was an imprudent wo- 
man in her own conduct, and not scrupu- 
lous as to that of others — Belinda was 
not guided by her opinions of propriety ; 
and now that her ladyship was confined 
to her bed, and not in a condition to give 
her either advice or protection, she felt 
that it was peculiarly incumbent on her to 
guard, not only her conduct from re- 
proach, but her heart from the hopeless 
misery of an ill-placed attachment.-^he 
examined herself with firm impartiality — 
she recollected the excessive pain that she 
had endured, when siie first heard Qa- 
rence Hervey say, that Belinda Portpian 
was a compound of art and affectation ; but 
this she thought was only the pain of of- 
fended pride— of proper pride* — She recol- 
lected the extreme anxiety she had felt, 
even within the last four and twenty hours, 
vouu r 
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concerning the opinion wHch he might 
form of the transaction about the key of 
the boudoir — ^but this anxiety she justi* 
fied to herself; it was due, she thought, 
to her reputation j it would have been in- 
consistent with female delicacy, to have 
been indifferent about the suspicions that 
necessarily arose from the circumstances 
in which she was placed-^Before Belinda 
ha^ completed her self-examination, . Cla* 
rence Hervey called to inquire after lady 
t>elacour. — Whilst he spoke of her lady- 
ship, and of his concern for the dreadful 
accident, of which he believed himself 
tp be in a great measure the cause, his 
manner and language were animated and 
unaffected i but the moment that this 
subject was exhausted, ^ he became em- 
. barrassed ; though he distinctly expressed 
perfect confidence and esteem for her, he 
spemed to wish» and yet. to be unable to 
support the character of a friend, contra- 
distinguished to an admirer. He seqmed 
conscious that he could not^ .with prppri- 
ety, advert to the syspicions and jealousy 
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which he had felt the preceding night i 
. for a mari who has never deckred love 
- would be absurd and Impertinent, irore 
. he to beti^ay jealotisy.-^larence was des- 
• titute heithetr ' of address nor presence of 
tnifad, btit ah accident happened, when 
he was ju* taking leave of mi^ Pdrtman,;; 
which threw hini ihta utter confusion, — 
It surprised, if it did not confound Be- 
linda.-^iie had fbrgottoh to ask Dr. X-—' 
^ for his direction ; and ' as she thought it 
might be' necessary to write to him coil* 
ce'tning lady Delacour's health, she begged' 

of Mr. Hervey to give it to her. — He took 

• ■ , *• .■ . . 

a'letter out of his pocket; ^sfed wrote' the 
. direction with a pencil-, %ut as he' openedf 
the paper, to tear oflf the outside,' ori whichf 
he tiad bfeen writing, a lock of h^ 'driap- 
pfed but of^th6 letter j' he Hastily stobpetf 
for it.-kiid ' aS he took tt iSp from thcf 
g«ttHid >«!€? ' toek uhfoiaed; ^'lEieWa/ 
tim^U ■■' She ' ciast but ' ob6 -iavbluntMy; 
hasty ^la*ce> -aP^ if, W^strodk' ^ith'i£K& 
b«tfu\y't)f tt'^eolburi sfed'tt"* urtcdAmotf 
l«JgAi.'^JrSfti%oi«fiiofeW 'CI«reDce*IRK 
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vey ooQVuiced h^^ that he was extreniely 
ioteie^ted about the person to whom the .*. ' 
hair belonged, and the species of ahrin",^' 
which $he bad felt at this discoyerjr^; 
opened her eyes eflFactually to the state of.^*- 
her own heart. — She was sensible that the^ ^ - 
»ght of a lock of hair» however long» ot{\ 
however beautiful^ in the hands of any 
man but Clarence Hervey, couid not possi- 
bly have exdted any emotion in her mind. 
** Fortunately, '* thought she, " I have '. v; 
discovered that he is attached to another, 
whilst it is yet in my power to command 
ay afiections, and he shall see that I ata . .. 
not so weak as to form any false expecta-. - 
tions from what I must now consider as 
^Itnt ^ <^9p[U|aonplace fl^ittery/' Belinda 
^ia».gla4 that lady Delacour was notpre- 
§fpX at the:^}KXiyery of the loc^* of hair, 
9» f he was arware thf t she wo}i}d ha^re 
rallied ber ynmfsrciiully.uppn the occasim^ 
and $lie r^J9ice4. that she k^di not. beets 
Pfeyailed up9^;.to give mac^/jv ^ fom^ 
if^€ djf J^QtnflUfn z Ipck of ^jeijtWIif ^ 
vc^/. StuQ ^cQuM not hel^;thinldf^ 
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Vfrom the recollection of several minute 
' vdrcumstances, that Cburence Hervey had 
'^ f n4^voured t6 gain an interest in her 
. tifections. and she felt that there would 
' v.be great impropriety in receiving his am* 
; * iSiguous visits during lady Delacour's con- 
*'Vfinemerit to her room. — She dierefore. 
gave orders, that Mr. Hervey should not 
. in future be admitted, tiil her ladyship; 
should again see company. This precaVr 
\ iSon proved totally superfluous, for Mrt 
" Hervey never called again, during th6 
tehde course of lady Delacour's confines 
ment ; though his servant regularly came 
every morning with inquiries after her 
ladyship's health. — She kept her room for 
about ten days : a confinement to which 
Hhe submitted with extreme impatience ; 
bodily pain she bore with fortitude, butf 
constraint and ennui she could not en- 
dure. , ^- 

One morning as she was sitting up in' 
. bfed, looking over a large collection of notcs,- 
'. . and tards of inquiry ifter her health, sE^ 
' exdiimed-^' / 

p 3 
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- ** These pec^ * wiU soon be tired 6f *" - 
biddiag their footman put it' into' tkeiir^ ' 
beads to inquire whether X am ali^^ or^ 
dead — ^I must appear amongst them agaiux, 
if it be only for a few minut^^ or thejr ^ 
will forget ma — When: I am ^jtigued,;! ~ 
will retire, and you, my dear B^nda, shall • ' 
represent mer-sO tell them to open my 
^oors, and unmuffle the knocker — ^let S9S 
hear the sound x>{ music and dancings 
and let the. house be.iilled again, for Hea*r " 
vcn's pake.— Dr. Zimmermann should 
D^yer have beeamy physician, for he 
wou}d have prescribed, solitude. — ^ No\y 
solitude and silence are worse for ine than 
•PPPPy ^^d mandragonu.: — It is impossibl)^ 
to teU how much silence . tires ^e ears of 
those who have not been used to i^, -Foir 
mercy's sake, Marriott," continued hef 
ladyship, turning to Marriott, who just 
then came softly into .the room—** For 
mercy^s sake, don't walk to all etenuty 
on tiptoes-*-to see people gliding about 

* « Would Chloe know if you're alire or dead. 
She bids her footman put it in her head%"' 


J 
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. like ghosts makes me absolutely fency my- 
self amongst the shades below;—! would 
\ rather be stunned by the loudest pealj 
^hat ever^thundering footman gave at my 
, door, than hear Marriott lock that bou* 
doir, ) as if ' my life depended on my not 
hearing the key turned;** ' 
. I *' dear me ! fnever'tnewany la^y that 
'- was ill, except my lady, complain of one's 
not making'a noise to disturb her," said 
Marriott. ,. - , 

" Then, to please you^ Marriott, I will 
complain of the only noise that does, or 
ever did disturb me — the screaming of 
your odious macaw/* . 

Now Marriott had a prodigious affec- 
^ ; tion for this macaw, and she defended it 
with as much eagerness as if it had been 
. "*her child. 

*' Odious ! O dear, 'my lady ! to call my 
poor macaw odious ! — I didn't expect it 
would ever have come to this — I am sure 
I don't deserve it — ^I'ra sure I don't de- 
serve, that my lady should have taken such 
a dislike to me." 
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And here Marriott actually-burst into 
,tears»^ — ** But, my dear* Marriott/' ^dr . 
hdy Delacour, ** I only object to youf ma- V 
caw — ^may not I disUkeyour mapaw Vith-^.- ' 
; out disliking you ?*— I haveiiQaf 4 ofv 16ye\ '• 
• ' . mej love my ddg'r^but I neveir heard ^ \, 
> . * loMg^^me^ love -my bird/T^]bid*yoyf nais* - 

- Marriott, turned' shdrpljr rouxid upoii i. . 
- miss Portmati/aJid darted a fiery, look at • * 
her through the* 5niclst . of her* tears.— ^\ 
** Then 'lis piaih,^* saidshe^ ** who Fm to 
thank for this/' and as she left the room her 
lady could- not complain of her shutting 
• the door after her, too gently. 

^* Give het three minutes grace,- and she 
will come to her 's€iTSe6/'**^said lady Dela-f _ 
cour— ^* for she is not a baiiWhfptJn seiise^^/- 
— O, three minutes won't do A must allow-;. '^ . . . 
her three days grace^ 1 pero&ive^** said lady : \ . 
Delacour, when Marriott half an hour. after-* * * > 
ward reappeared, with a face which might ' 
have sat for the picture of ill humour. 
Her ill humour, however, did not prevent i 

her from attending her lady as usual ;.she 
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.performed all her customary offices with 

the most officious zeal, but in pr(^und 

silence, except every now and then she 

. -'Would utter a sigh, which seemed to say, 

• *^ See how much I'm attached to my lady, 
• - ^' and yet my lady hates my. macaw !*' Her 

lady, who perfectly understood the Ian- 

' . S^^g^ of sighs, and felt the force of Mar- 

^ ' riott's, forbore to touch again on the ten- 

- >« -^^er subject of the macaw, hoping that when 

•' her house was once more filled with com- 

4 ^ % P^^y> she should be relieved by more agrec- 

. -able noises . from continually hearing this 

• pertinacious tormentor. 

•'; > As soon ^as it was known that lady De<* 
. Jaa)ur was sufficiently recovered to receive 
', company^ her door was crowded with car- 
riages ; and as soon as it was understood 
^ ^ ' that balls and concerts were to go on as 
. usual at her house, her ** troops of friends*' 
appeared to congratulate her, and to amuse 
themselves. 

^ How stupid it is," said lady Dela- 
cour to Belinda, ** to hear congratulatory 
speeches from people, who would not c^stei 
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if I \tr^re in the black hole it Calcutta this^ 
minute ; but we must take the world as it 
goes — dirt and precious, stones mixed to- 
gether, Clarence Hervey, however, na^ 
fun une ante de boue\ he I am sure has 
been really concerned for me : he thinks ' 
that his young horses ^ere the sole cause 
of the. whole evil, and he blames himself 
so sincerely, and so unjustly, that I really 
was half tempted to undeceive him jbut^- 
that would have been doing hini an injury ^ 
for you know' great philosophers tell uSjr 
^t% there is no pleasure in the world equal 
to that of being wqU deceived, especially, 
by the* fair siex, — Seriously, Belinda,.. is it .'• 
my fancy, or is not Cferetice Wonderfully 
changed ? — Is not hie grown pale, and thin,, 
^d serious, not to say melanchbly ? What 
have you done to him since \ have hft&n 

: •*. Nothingr-rl havc never se^n him/* 

" No ! then the thing is accounted fon 
very naturally— he is in despair, because 
he hafs been banished from your divine 
piicaeoce/' 
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. " More likely, because he has beea in 
anxiety about your ladyship," said Be- 
linda. 

" I will find out the cause, let it be what 
it may," said lady Delacour — ^** luckily my 
address is equal to my curiosity, and that 
is saying a great deal." 

Notwithstanding all her ladyship's ad- 
dress, her curiosity was baffled ; she could 
not discover Clarence Hervey's secret, and 
she began to believe, that the change which 
she had noticed in his looks and manner 
was imaginary or accidental. Had she 
seen more of hi'm, at this time she would 
not have so easily given up her suspicipns ; 
but she saw him only for a few minutes 
every day, and during that time he talked 
to her with alt hrs former gayety : besides 
hdy Delacour had herself a daily part to 
perform, which occupied almost her whole 
attention. Notwithstanding the vivacity 
which she affected, Belinda perceived that 
she was now more seriously alarmed than 
she had ever beeti about her health. It 
was all that her utmost exertions could ac- 
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complish to appear for a short time in thfe 
day — some evenings she came into com- 
pany only for half an hour, on othjer days 
only for a few minutes, just walked 
through the rooms, paid her compliments 
to every body, complained of a nervous 
head-ache, left Belinda to do the honours 
for her, and retired. 

Miss Portman was now really placed in 
a difficult and dangerous situation, and 
she had ample opportunities of learning 
and practising prudence. — All the fashion- 
able dissipated young men. in London fre- 
quented lady Delacour's house, and it was 
said, that they were drawn thither by the 
attractions of her fair representative. The 
gentlemen considered a niece of Mrs. 
Stanhope's as their lawful prize. The 
ladies wondered that the men could think 
Belinda Portman a beauty ; but whilst they 
affected to scorn, they sincerely feared her 
charms. Thus, left entirely to her own 
discretion, she was exposed at once to the 
malignant eye of envy, and the insidious 
voice of flatteryr— she had no friend^ no 
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guide, and scarcely a protector : her ' aunt 
Stanhope's letters, indeed, continually sup- 
plied her with advice, but with advice 
which she could not follow consistently 
H^rith her own feelir^ and principles.-^ 
Lady 'Delacoxir, even if she had been well, 
was not a person on whose counsels she 
could rely j our heroine was not one of 
those daring spirits, who are ambitious of 
acting for themselves ; she felt the utmost 
diffidence of her own powers, yet at the 
same tinie a firm resoluticHi not to be led 
even by timidity into follies, which the ex- 
ample of lady Delacour had taught her to 
despise. Belinda's prudence seemed to 
increase with the necessity for it*s exertion. 
It vras not the mercenary wily prudence of 
a young lady, who has been^ taught to 
think it virtue to sacrifice the affections of 
her heart to the interests of h^ fortune*— 
it was not the prudence of a cold and sel- 
fish, but of a modest and generous woman. 
—She found it most difficult to satisfy her. 
self in her conduct towards Clarence Her- 
vey: he seeimd inibnified and mi9erable if 
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she treated him merely as a common ac- 
quaintance, yet she felt the danger of ad- 
mitting him to thefamiliarity of friendship: 
had she been thoroughly convinced that he 
was attached to some other woman, she 
hoped that she could freely converse with 
him,andlook upon him a? a married man, 

r 

but notwithstaiiding the lock of beautiful 
hair, she could not entirely cfivest herself 
of the idea that she was beloved, when she 
observed the extreme eagerness with which 
Clarence Hervey watched ail her motions, 
and fallowed her with his e;ye as if his fate 
depended upon her. She remarked that 
he endeavoured as much as possible ta 
prevent this species of attention from being 
noticed, either by the p\iblic.OT by herself j 
ias& manner towarcfs her every day became 
more distant and respectful, more con 
strained and embarrassed ; but now and 
then a different look and expression es^ 
caped^ She had often heard of Mr. Her- 
vey^s great address in afikirs of gallantry, 
and jJbe was sbmetime's inclined to believe 
that be was trifling with her, merely for 
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the^glory of a conquest- over her heart ;at ' 
, other tiriies she suspected him of deeper*, 
desighsupon her, such as would \ieserve *' 
/ - contempt and detestation;, but upon the 
whole she was disposed to^ believe," that he 
^ , was entangled by some former attachment 
from which he could not extricate him* 
self with honour J andnipon this supposition 
^ fhe*thoughthim worthy of her esteem^ 
:.f and of her pity* '; * 

About this time sir Philip. Baddely ber 
'♦ / gan to pay a sort of lounging attention to 
/ Belinda-^ he k^ew that Cference Hervey / . 
•o" liked her, and\his was the principal cause^ 
\ of his desire to^attj:act her attention. — 
^ '" Belinda Portman'* became ' his favourke 
* \ toast, and amongst his ccknpanions he * 
* * gave himself the air of talking of herr.wil^ ,, 
, ' rapture.. ' . ! 

*^ Rochfdrt/' said he, one. day to Iris 
' -'frietid — "damitie, if I was to think of* ' 
\ Belinda Portman in any luat^ you take me 
r ^ — Clary would look damned blite — ^hey ? 
"damned bhie, and devilish small, and 
cursed silly too—hey?'^ . 
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. ^ ^^Ton honour, - 1 should Kke to see 

* ■' him," said Rochforl-— '" *pon to he . •; 

* deserves it froiri us, sir Phil* and Til stand - : '* 

! your friend with the girl, and it will do- • \ ': 
no harm to give Eer.a Ijint of Clary's .-.* - . 

* Windsor flame— as' a dead, secret — -pon* -r'i • 

* honour, he deserves it from US.'* . .*'. . ..." ■' 

Now it seems that* sir Philip^ ^Baddely - V / * 
and Mr. •Rochfort, .during the time -of ., Vr 

* . Clarence Hervey% intimacy with tl\pm^ ^ • - . 

observed thaf he {)aid frequent visits 'at . . :•* \ 
' Windsor, and they took it into their heads ' . ♦• * 
; : that he kept, a^-mistness' there; They t« . 
, were very, curious to see ner,* and un- , ' •* 
/' known to Clarence, they^piadeseversJat^ s " 

* tempts for this purpose j at last'one.even- • ^^ . [ • 
^. ing, when they werie certain thit he was^ t 

. not at Windsor, they scaled the high gar- *. 
. den wall of the house. which he frequented, * \ - 
'! • and actually obtained a sight of a beau-^.^,** * 
• tiful young girl and an elderly lady, whom i\» '; - 
they took for her gou^ernante. This ad- T ja4. 
venture they kept a profound sefcrpt from 
Clarence, because they^ knew th^t he" .^ 
would have quarrelled with them imme- 
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diately, and would have called taem to 
, :',. account for their intrusion. They now 
' . ^./^'- determined to ' avail ' themselves of their ; 
H •. . V i. knowledge, and of fiis ignorance :of this 
., • ;. i:ircumstknce : but they wfere sensible that 
• • / /*^ il was'necessary to go warily to work, 
' \ ;^^-ihst they should teti-ay themselves. Ac. 
•.*vxbrdijigly they begin bjr dropping cUstant . 
^ • • ' mysterious hints about Clarence HerveyA 

to lady DelacoUr * and miss Pottman.— 
[ Such for instance as~ . "\ 

*^ Damme, we all know Clary's a per- 

' \, feet' connoisseur in beauty — ^hey, Roch- 

f ' ■.. fort — one beauty at a time is not enough 

, for him — ^hey, damme ? And it is not 

* ^.r; f fashion, nor ^ wit, nor elegance, and all 

•/^•.''^/Tthat—itKat he looks for always'' 

f";[ ♦ \^ * These* observations were accompanied 

\ ^ V: with the most significant looks. — Belinda 

1 .-^ A» heard and saw ail thi^^ in painful silence, 

r* ^* '\V '^^^ ^^^y Delacour often used her address 

""' , * to draw some farther explanation from sir 

1 Philip^his regular answer was-^*' No, no, 

your ladyship must e;^cuse me there, I 

i. can't peach, damme — ^hey, Rochfort ?" 
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He was in hopes from the reserve with 
which miss Portman began to, treat Cla- 
renccw that he should; without making any ' 
distinct charge, succeed in disgusting her ' 
with his rivaL-^— Mr. Hervey was about '' 
this time less assiduous than formerly in '; 
his visits at lady * Delacour's ; sir Philip 
. was there every day, and often for .miss • 
Portman 's entertainment exerted himself 
' so far as to tell the hews of the town, — 
- One morning, when . Clarence Hervey 
happened to be present, the. baronet 
though it incumbent upon him to eclipse 
his jivai in conversation, and he began to 
talk dF the last fSte champ^re, at Frog* 
more» ' 

** What a cursed unlucky overtu^i*. 
that was of yours, lady Delacopr, widi* 
those famous young horses — ^why — ^what 
with this sprain, and this nervous business, ^ : 
you've not been able to stir out since the\ f\ 
'birthday, and you've missed the breakfast,*. ' 
and all thai, at Frogmore — ^why • all the 
world staid broiling in town on purpose 
for it, and you that had a card tod — how ^ 
damned provoking/' ^ . 
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^ "I .regret extremdy that my illness . .. 

. ^ '^prevented me from being at this charming ^ . - 
.,4 ^fcte, — ^I regretit ihcMre on miss Portman's 
\ ' :/ .account than ah my own,'' said her lady- / . 
.'.' "^fihip. — Betincfo assured her that she fek v 
^ no mortification .fit>m the di^ppointment« *^ 
'* 0>dainmer,blif 1 would have driven .'-' f 
•-♦^/ybuin my.ciorricle,J'said sir Philijp-^** ft/ ^ 
«' : Vas the finest Sight .and best .conducted I ' 
ever ^^cw,' and oiUy 'wi^nted mi^ Portman ' 
to mdke-it complete!— ^i^e Jbad^.gip$ies> 
and Mrs, Mills 'the- aetre^fdr the queen 
' pf the gipsies ; and Siie gave us a famous 
good song, Rocnforti you know— -and 
then there was two icbildren upQn. lui ass^ 
(damoie, I don't know how they came 
jthere,for they're things one sees every 
day — ^a^dl belonged only to two of the 
soldiers wives-r-for we bad the whole band 
^^ of theStaffordsjhire playing at dinQ€;i*> and 
/ we had some famous glees — and Fawcett 
^ gave u^ his laughing SQiig^ and then we 
had thelauaching of the ship, aiid only it 
was a boat, it .would have been well 
enough—^but damme, the stong of PoUy 
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. • . Oliver was worth the whple-^xc^^^, th6 
; * Flemish Hercules— rdu Crow, you -kifJNiJg ' 
. dressed in light bke amd silver — and mns 
>^ .: Portman ! I wish you had seeii this; three \\ 
- r mreat coach ^wheels on. his* chin, and ?a* ' 


vn 




qufit and bayonet wi^ th0.;p^t of; the:-Lj;^* 
'^^^ — ^ on .his chin-rrflith ! ^tfeiit T"^^ ^ 



fine too^^ance^inr'^lts^and , spurs -^y , 
those Hungarian f^cf^^^they. juuip^aild^' ' 
turn about, and dap.tndir kne^'witH 
their hands, and put themselves in all sorts ' 
of ways — ^and then we had that song ctf 
PoUy Oliver, as I told you before, and Mr& 
Mills gave us — ^no, no=— it was a drummer ' 
of the Staffordshire dressed as a gipsey ^ri, 
gave us the cottage en the moar^ the most . 
charming thing, and would, suit your 
voice miss Portman — damme you'd smg * 
it like an angel — ^but where was I ? — O, 
then they had -tea— and \fire places bu^ 
of brick^ out in the air-^nd then thd ^» 
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trance to the ball toom was all a colonnade 
<]QAe with lamps an.d flowers, and that 
sort of thing— -^hd there; Mras some bxm 
mot (but that was in the morning) amongst 
the gipsies about an . orange/ and the 
stadtholder-^aiid then there was a Turkish 
dance j' and a Foloilese dance, all very 
fine, but nothing to come up to the 
Pyrrhic toueh, which was a great deal 
. thct most knowing, in boots and spurs— 
. . > damme^ now I can't descnbe the thing to 
]\ yy^f *^ * cursed pity you weren*t there, 

lady Delacour assured sir,. Philip that 
she had been more entertained by the de- 
scription, than she could have been by the 
reality. — " Clarence, was not ,it the best 
description you ever heard ?*^Bat pray 
&vour us ^th a touch of the Pyrrhic 
dance, sir Philip*' * 

Lady Bebcdur spoke with suchpoUte 
earnestness and the i^vohet . had so little 
penetration and so much cdnia^t, that he 
dki not suspect her of irony : he eagerly 
began to exhibit tbe: Pyrrhic . datnoe, but 
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in siECh a manner^ tb^ it was imposgible 
fejT human grayky to withstand the sight, 
— Rodifort laugh^^ fii^t, lady Delacour 
followed hini, and d^rence Hervey and 
Belinda ccnild tto\ longer restrain them* 
selves, ' 

*' Damme now I believe yctf ve all 
been quizzing me, danpime,'* — cried the 
baronet, and he /fell into a sulky silence, 
eyeing Clarence Hefvey and miss Portman • 
firom time to time with what he infant - 
for a kmwinglook. His silence and tot«> ' 
kiness lasted till Clarence took his le^ve. * 
Soon afterward Belinda retired to 4be -: 
music rxK>m. Sir Philip then b^ged to 
q)eak a few words to lady Delacour, with 
a face of niuch importance; ind a^ter a 
preamble of m>nsenisicai expletive^^ he 
said that his regard for her ladyship a^d 
miss Portman made him wish to ' ex{dain 
hintsrwfaich had been dropped from ■ Mm . 
at times, andwhiebhe could .not exfrfediv 
to.h^i^til£sartion^ withcfut a promise of 
i^itdable;seci^y;-r— f* As-: Hei:;yey isj iol? 
ittd acsoot Lof %ai }fi^^idiilijckn\t, ^bunxBe,^ 
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mention this sc»rt of thing without stidi i 
preliminary." — Lady Delacour gave the 
preliminary promise, and sir Philip in- 
formed her, that people began to take, 
notice that Hervey was an admirer of 
miss Portman's, and that it might be a 
disadvantage to the young lady, as. Mr. 
Hervey could have no serious intentions, 
because he had an attachment, to his cer- 
tain knowledge, elsewhere. . 

*^A matrimonial attachment?'' said 
lady DelacOur, 

. " Why damme, as to matrimony, I 
can't say, but the girl's so famously beau- 
tiful, and Clary. ha$ been consent to her 
so many years* ' — 

"Many years — then she is not young ?** 
" O, damme, yes, she ia not more than 
seventeen — and let her be whsit else she 
will, she's ^ fs^qmis fine girLrr-I had^a 
i^ht.of.her.oskcdiat Windsor^ b(y : stealth.'' 
^ And thesL tbo barcuaet described her 
^jter-his nailer ^-r-V Where Clary, keeps 
her:A^;J[:.$ajBi'Jt;;i!Emke out, bijt 'he his 
t^en ^^ 2,^^f ftfom WiadsoTr-Hj^e - Msas 
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thcB^pvitlia gouveniante, and b as proud 
astthe devU» which smelia like matrimony 
for Ctery/^ 

^' And do you know this peerless dam- 
sd*a name f 

^^ Damn^9 1 think the old Jezabei called 
hwr misa St, Pierre-^ay, damme-^-it was 
'Wrginia too— Virginia St. Pierre/* 

** Virginia St. Pierre, a pretty roinantic 
name," said lady Delacour — '^miss Pors- 
man and I are extremely obliged by your 
attention to the preservation of our hearts 
*— and I promise you we shall keep your 
council and our own/' 

Sir Philip then, with more than his usual 
complement of oaths, pronounced miss 
Portman to be the finest ^rl he had ever 
seen, and took his leave. 

When lady Delacour repeated this story 
to .Belinda, Ae conchided by saying*-^ 
*^Now my dear, you know air I^iiSp 
fiaddely hashiaown views in telling us 
all tfassr^in telling ^ all ^is, for evi- 
dently Jb^tdmires you, and conatqoeik^ 
hates Q$gmced^^*S0 I belisivie dnhr hsk 


diexnaa sayi, suui the 4M:her half» tho9g}i 
it has made you tura so horritdy pale, mf 
love, I consider as a thing of no n^aon^t 
of consequence to you/' 

^' Of no marnier of consequence to mt^ 
I assure your ladyship/' said Belinda^ *^ I 
have always considered Mr. Hervey a&— '" 

'' O, as a common acquaiiUance, no 
doubt — ^but we'll pass owr all those pretty 
speeches — ^I was going to say that thL» 
* mistress of the wood' am be of no con 
^sequence to your happineiBs because what« 
ever that fool sir Philip may think, Cla- 
rence Hervey is not a man to go and 
marry a girl who has been his mistress for 
h^f a dozen years— do not look so shocked, 
my dear^ I really cannot help laughing — ^ 
I congratulate ypu^howeverj that the thing 
is no worse — it is all in rule and in course 
— when a man marries he sets up new 
equipages, and casts off old mistresses-*, 
or if you like to see the thing as a woman 
of sentiment, rather than as a woman 
of the wwld, here is the prettiett op.- 
pcxirtunity im j<m io^^s making ^ sa. 
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.crifice.^wl am sorry I cannot make you 
smile, my dear — but consider, as nobody 
knows this naughty thing but ourselves, 
we are not called upon to brisde up our 
moralityj and the most moral ladies in 
the world do not expect men to be as 
moral as themselves — so we may suit the 
measure of our external indignation to our 
real feelings — sir Philip cannot stir in the 
business —for he knows Clarence would 
call him out, if his secret viz to Virginia 
was to come to light — I advise you Waller 
vdtre train with Clarence, without seem* 
ing to suspect him in the least — ^there is 
nothing like innocence in these cases, my 
ilear — but I know by the Spanbh haugh- 
tiness of your sur at this instant, that you 
would sooner die the death of the senti- 
mental*— ^han follow my advice.*' 
^ Belinda without any haughtiness, but 
with firm gentleness, replied, ** that she 
had no designs whatever upon Mr. Her- 
vey, and that therefore th^e could be no 
necessity for any manoeuvring on her part. 
—That the ambiguity of his conduct to- 
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wards her had determined her long since 
to guard her affections, and that she had 
the satisfaction to feel^ that they were ^en« 
tirely under her command.'* 

^That is a great satisfaction indeed, 
my dear/* said lady Delacour — ^** It is a 
pity that your countenance, which is 
usually expressive enough, should not at 
this instant obey your wishes and express 
perfect felicity— But though you feel no 
pain from disappointed affection, doubt- 
less the concern that you show arises from 
the necessity you are under of withdraw* 
ing a portion of your esteem from Mr. 
Hervey-^this is the style for you, is it 
not 1 — ^After all, my dear, the whole may 
be a quizzification of sir Philip's — and yet 
he gave me such a minute description '<)f 
her person ! — ^I am sure the man has not 
invention or taste enough to produce such 
a fancy piece/' 

" Did he mention,'* said Belinda, in a 
low voice-^^'the colour of her hair ?'* 

^ Yes— light brown — but the colour of 
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this hair laems tp affect you more than all 

the rest." 

Here, to Belinda's g^eat relief, the con- 
versation was interrupted by the entrance 
of Marriott. — ^From all she had heard, but 
especially from the agreement between the 
colour of the hair which dropped from 
Hervey's letter with sir Philip's descrip- 
tion of Virginia's, miss Portman was con- 
vinced that Clarence had some secret at- 
tachment j and she could not help blaming 
him in her own mind, for having, as she 
thought, endeavoured to gain her affec- 
tions, whilst he knew that his heart was 
engaged to another. — Mr. Hervey, how- 
ever, gave her no farther reason to suspect 
him of any design to win her. love ; for 
about this time his manner towards her 
changed, he obviously endeavoured to 
avoid her ; his visits were short, and his 
attention was principally directed to lady 
Delacour } when she retired, he todk his 
leave, and sir Philip Baddely^h^d the fi^ld 
to himself. -rThe baronet, who thovgj^^t 
ths^t be had succeeded in J^Qf^Hfi^j; ^ 
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^ddness between Belinda and his rivsil, 
was surprised to find, that he could not 
gain ^ny advantage for himself ; for some 
time he had not the slightest thoughts of 
any serious connection with the^ lady, but 
at last he was piqued by her indifference, 
and by the raillery of his friend Roch- 
fort. 

"'Pon honour," said RocHfort, "the 
goA must be in love with Chry, for she 
minds you no more than if you were no- 
body." 

*• Damme, I could mike her sing t^ 
another tune, if I pleased/* said sir Phi- 
lip J ^* but damme, it would cost me tOD 
much — a wife's too expensive a thing, 
damme, nowadays. — ^Why a man coutd 
have twenty curricles, and a fine stud, 
alid a pack of hounds, and as many mis- 
tresses as he chooses into the bargain, f(k 
what it would cost him to take a wife.*^ 
O, damme, Belinda Portman's a fine girt, 
• but not Worth so much is that comes to-^ 
and yet confound me, if I should not likfe 
to de^ 1*0*1^ hm Gary would look. If 1 
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were to propose for her in good earnest 
— ^hey, Rochfort ! — I • should like to pay* 
him for the way he served us about that' 
quiz of a doctor, hey ?" 

" Ay,*' ssdd Rochfort^ ** you Imow he 
told us there was a tant fits . and a tani 
mieux in every thing — he's not come to the 
tani /lis yet. — Ton honour, sir Philip, the 
tUi^ rests With you . " 

The baronet vibrated for some tiine^ -■ 
between the fear of being taken, in by one 
of Mrs. Stanhope^s nieces, and the hope^ 
.of triumphing over Qar^ce Hervey. — 
At last, what he called love prevailed over 
prudence, and he was resolved, cost him 
what it would, to have Belinda Portman. 
He had not the least doubt ci being ac- 
cepted, if he made a proposal of mar- 
riages consequently^ the moment that he 
came to this determination, he could not 
help assuming d'avance the tone of a £i- 
voured lover. 

^* Damme," cried sir Philip, " one 
night at lady Delacour's concerts I think 
that Mr* Hervey has taken .out a patent 
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for tsdking to miss Portman -^biit damme 
if I give up this place, now I have got 
it/' cried the baroaet, seating himself be* 
side Belinda. 

Mr. Hervey did not contest his seat> 
and sir Philip kept his post during the 
remainder of the concert,, but though he 
had the field entirely to himself, he could 
not think of any thing more interesting, 
more amusing, to whisper in Belinda's 
ear, than — ^^ Don't you think the candles 
want snuffing famously*?" 

* Taken from seal life. 
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The baronet determined the next day 
upon the grand attack. He t^ted upon? 
miss Portman, with the certainty of being 
favourably received ; but he was, never- 
theless, somewhat embarrassed to know 
how to begin the conversation, when he 
found himself alone with the lady. 

He twirled and twisted a short stick 
that he held ih his hand, and put it into 
and out of his boot twenty times, and at 
bst he began with — 

•* Lady Belacour^s not gone to Harrow- 
giteyet?''' 
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No-— her ladyship has not yet felt 
herself well enough to undertake the 
journey/* 

*^ That was a cursed unlucky overturn — 
she may thank ClaYente Hervey for that 
— ^it's like him— he thinks he's a better 
judge of horses, and wine, and every 
thing else, than any bocly in the world. — 
Damme now if I don't believe he thinks 
nobody else but himself has eyes enough 
to see' that a fine woman's a fine woman 
— ^but rd have him to know, that miss 
Belinda Portman has been sir Philip Bad- 
dely's toast these two months." 

As this intelligence did not seem to 
make the expected impression upon miss 
Belinda Portman, sir Philip had recourse 
again to his little stick, with which he 
went through the sword exercise — after a 
silence of soine minutes^ and after walk- 
^ ing to the window, and back again, as if 
to look for sense, he exclaimed-*** 

•' How is Mrs. Stanhope now, pray, 
miss Portman F--^nd your nster^ Nfrs. 
'Tollemachd-^she was the finest Womao, I 
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thought, the first winter she came out^ 
that ever I saw, damme. — Have you ever 
been told that youVelike her ?*' 

**Nevcr^sir." 

*• O, damn it then, biit you are, only 
ten times handsdmer/' 

^* Ten times handsomer than the finest 
woman you ever saw, sir Philip ?'' said 
BeUnda smiling. 

>' Than the finest woman I had eve» 
seen tien/^ said sir Philip, *^ for damme 
I did not know what it was to be in love 
/A^n," (here the Baronet heaved an auc 
dible sigh) '* I always. laughed at love, and 
all that, then^ and marriage particularly^ 
^-^ni . trouble you for Mrs* Stanhope's 
dbection, n:ussPortman ; I believe, to do 
the thing in style, I ought to write ta her 
before i^peak to you. 

Belinda looked at him widi astcmtsb- 
meiit,. and laying down the . paicil, with 
which she had just begun to. write a du'ec- 
tion to Mrs. Stanh^e, she aaid-^ 

V Perhaps, sir PhiHp, to dojhe. tiing 
in^jflti L ought to pretend at this instant 
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not to understand you — but such fake de* 
licacy might mislead you — permit me 
therefore to say, that if I have any con^^ 
cern in the letter which you are going to 
write to my aunt Stanhope *' 

" Well guessed !" interrupted sir Phi- 
lip, •* to be sure you have, and you're a 
charming girl^ damn me if you aren't, for 
meeting my ideas in this way — which 
will save a cursed deal of trouble/' added 
the pdite lover, seating himself on the 
sofa, beside Belinda* 

" To prevent your giving yourself any 
Either trouble then, sir, on my account,*' 
said mbs Portman — 

** Nay, damme, don't catch at that un- 
lucky word, trouble, nor look so cursed 
angry; though it becomes you too, un- 
commonly, and I like pride in a handsome 
woman, if it was only for variety's sake, 
for it*s not what one meets with often, 
nowadays. — As to trouble, all I meant 
was,the trouble of writing to Mrs. Stan- 
hc^e, which o( course I thank you for 
saving me ; for to be sure, damn it, Pd 
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.rather(aQ4foi4 can't blame m^ iw that) 
h^ve my answer from your own charming 
lips^ if it was only for the pleasure of 
seeiag you blush in this heavenly sort of 
style," 

** To put an end to this heavenly sort of 
style, sir/' gaid Belinda, withdrawing her 
hand, which the baronet took as if he 
was confident of it's being his willing 
prize — '^ I must explicitly assure you, 
that it is not in my power to encourage 
your. addresses. — ^lam fully sensible/' ad- 
ded miss Portman, '^ of the honour sir 
t'hilip Baddely has done me, and I hope 
he will not be offended by the frankness 
of my aiiswer/' 

" You can't be in .earnest, miss Port- 
maiiT' exclaimed the astonished baronet* 
** Pferfectly.in earnest, sir Philip." 
^^Coi^sic^ seize me!" cried he start- 
ing up,^^* if this isn't the most extraor- 
dinary thing I ever heard ! — Will you do 
me the^honour, madam^to let me know 
* your particular objections to sir Hiilip 
.. {.Btddely^f; 
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"My objedioM," said BeKftda, **eto- 
net be obviated, and therefore it would be 
useless to state them/* 

" Nay — ^pray — ma^am— do me the fe- 
vour — ^I only ask for information slke-^is 
it to sir Philip Baddely's fortime, ! 5000/. 
a year, you object, or to his family ^ or to 
his person. — O, curse it !" said he chahg« 
ing bis tone, " you Ve only quizzing me to 
see how I should look — damn me y<tm did 
it too well, you little coquet.*' ' 

Belinda again assured him l!hat fii6' fv^as 
entirely in earnest, and that she wai' iilca- 
|;)aUe oi the sort of coquetry wbi^h^ he 
ascribed to het. > * 

" O, damme, ma'am, then IVe IIO iHore 
to say — a coquet is a thing I understand 
as well as another, and if we h^d been 
only talking in the air, it would' have 
been another thing ; but whefi I tome at 
once to a proposal in &>rm, and 4 ^ WOinan 
seriously tells me she has ol3jectiAns<'that 
cannot be cAmated, daftimi?, what must 
I, or what must >^v»ridJ^Mtiild^T but 
that dke's very unaccountable/^ >^ 'that 
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she's engaged — which last I presttme to 
be the case^ and it would have been a sa-> 
tis&ction to me to have known it sooner 
-r-at any rate, it is a satisfaction to me to 
know it now." 

" I am sorry to deprive you of so much 
satisfaction/* said miss Portman, " by as- 
suring you, that 1 2^ not engaged to any 


one." 


Here the conversation was intenrupted 
by the entrance of Lord Daiacour, who 
came to inquire from mks Portman how 
his lady did. The baronet, after twisting 
his little black stick into all .maaner <^ 
shapes, finished by breaking it» and then 
hiiving no other resource, suddenly wished 
miss Portman a good morning, and der 
camped with.a look of siUyill humottr.~- 
He was determined to wrii^e taMrs« Stan^ 
hope, wiiose .influ wee over her niece he 
had nadoubtwbttldbe decisive in his. &* 
vxiur. ^^l^Philip.seems^tobealittle out 
of sorts this mcaming," said lord Delacour, 
^ I am afraid he!s angry with, me for^iMei:- 
rupting his conversation} but really I did 
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not know he wa^ here^ and I W2»ted to 
catch you a moment alone, that I inigh4E, 
in the first place, thank you for all your 
goodness to lady Delacour — she has had a 
tedious sprain of it ;. these nervous fevers 
and convulsions — ^I don t understand them,, 
but I think Dr, X — — 's prescriptions seem 
to have done her good, for she is certainly 
better of late> and I am glad to hear mu^c 
and people again in the house, because I 
know all xbji^ is what my lady Delacour 
likes, and there is no reasonable indul- 
gence that I would not willingly allow a 
wife ; but I think there is a nnedium in all 
things, — I am not a man to be governed 
by a wife, and when I have once said a 
Ihing, I like to be steady, and always shaU. 
And I am sure miss Portman has too much 
good sense to think me wrong r for now 
miss Portman, in that quarrel about the 
xoach and horses, which you heard part of 
one morning at breakfast — I must tell you 
the beginning of that quarreL" 
^ Excuse me, my lord, but I would ra* 
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ther hear of the end than 6f the beginning 
of quarrels/* 

" That shows your good sense as well 
as your good nature. 1 wish you could 
make my lady Delacour of your taste — 
she does not want sense — but then (I speak 
to you freely of all that Kes upon my mind, 
miss Portman, for I know— I know you 
have no delight in making mischief in a 
house) — between you and me, her sense 
is not of the right kind. — A woman may 
have too much wit — now too much is as 
bad as too little, and in a woman, worse ; 
and when two people come to quarrel, then 
wit on either side, but more especially on 
(he wife's, you know, is very provoking— 
*tis like concealed weapons, which are 
wisely forbidden by law.— -If a person kill 
another in a fray ^^th % concealed weapon, 
ma'am, by a sword in a cane for instance^ 
'tis murder by the law. Now even if h 
were not contrary to law, I would never 
have such a thing in my cane to carry 
about with me ; for when a man^s in a 
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passion he forgets every thing, and would 
as soon lay about him with a sword as with 
a cane — so it is better such a thing should 
not be in his power. — And it is the saine 
with wit, which would be safest and best 
out of the power of some people." 

" But is it fair, my lord, to make use of 
K^t yourself to abuse wit in others ?" said 
Belinda with a smile, which put his lord- 
idiip into perfect good humour with both 
himself and his lady. *^ Why reaUy," said 
he, ^^ there would be no living with lady 
Delacour, if I did not come out with a little 
sly bit of wit now and then ; but it is what 
I am not in the habit of dcnng, I assure 
you, except when very hard pushed. — But 
miss Portman, as you like so much' to hear 
the end of quarrels, here's the end of one 
which you have a particular right to hear 
somedxing of,'* continued his lordship, 
taking out his pocketbook and producing 
some bank notes— '^^ you should! have re«* 
ceived this before, madam, if I had known 
of the transaction sooner-^f foitt part'df 
it, I m'eao.'' 
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^^ Milord, deman odl to speak about 
d^. burgundy you order, milord/* sud 
Ghampfort, who came into the room with 
a sly inqumtive £u:e. * 

^^ Tell him PU see him immediately--- 
show him into the parlour, and give bim a 
newspaper to read," 

^' Yes> milord — milord has it in bis 
pocket since he dress/' ' 

^^ Here it is," said his lord^hip^ and as 
Champfort came forward to receive the 
newspaper, his eye glanced at the bank«^ 
notes, and then at mi^ Portman. 
: ^^ Here,*' continued lord Debcour, a» 
Champfort had left the room — ^^ here are 
your two hundred guineas, miss Porman, 
and as I am going to this man about my 
burgiflidy, and shall be out all the rest of 
the day, let me trouble you.the next time 
you see lady Delacour to give her this 
pocketbook from me* — 1 should, be sorry 
miss Portman, from any thing that has 
passed, should run away with the idea tiat» 
I am a niggardly husband, or a tyicani!^: 
though I certainly like to be master in.my 
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own IiQusej — ^What are yott doing,- ma- 
dam ? — that is your note, that does not go 
into the pocketbook, you know." 

^^ Permit me to put it in, my lord," said 
Befinda, returning the pocketbook to him, 
'' and to beg you will gire lady Ddacour 
the pleasure of seeing you : she has in« 
quired several times wjbether your lordship 
were at home. I will run up to her dress- 
ing room, and tell her that you are here.'' 
^^ How Ughtly she goes, on the wings of 
good nature T' said lord Delacour, ^^ I can 
do no less than follow her ; for thqugh J 
like to be treated with respect in my own 
house, there is a time for every thing. — I 
would not give lady Delacour the trouble 
of c<xning down here to me with her 
sfMrained ancle, especially as she has in« 
quired for me several times." 

His lordship's visit was not of unseason- 
able length i for he recollected that the 
man who came, about the burgundy was 
waiting for him. But, perhaps^ the short- 
mssof the visit centered it the more pleas- 


55^ 


BELINDA. 


Ing, for lady Delacouf afterward said to 
Belinda — 

* " My dear, would you believe it, my 
lord Dekcour was absolutely a perfect 
esiample of the useful and agreeable this 
morning — ^who knows but he may become 
the sublime and beautiful in time. — En at- 
tendant here- are your two hundred gui- 
neas, my dear Belinda — ^a thousand thanks 
for the thing, and a million for the manner 
— ^manner is aH in afl in conferring favours. 
My lord, who, to do him justice, has too 
much honesty to pretend to more delicacy 
than he really possesses, told me that he 
had been taking a lesson from miss Pbrt« 
man this morning in the art of oUiging ; 
and really, for a grown gentleman, and for 
the first lesson, he comes on surprisingly. 
I do think, that by the time he Is a wi- 
dower, his lordship wiH be quite another 
thing-— quite an agreeable man— not a ge- 
nius, not a Clarence Hervey, that youcm* 
not exjtect* — ^Apropos, what is the reason 

that we have seen so Httle of Otu^e 
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Heyvey lately? He has .^ertaialy some' 
secret attraction elsewhere. — It cannot be 
that girl sir Philip mentioned. — No — she's 
nothing new. Can it be at lady Anne 
Percival's ? — or where can it be ? When- 
ever he sees me I think he asks, when we. 
go to Harrowgate. — Now Oakly-park is 
within a few miles of Harrowgate. Iwill 
not go there, that's decided. Lady Anne 
is an exemplary matron, so she is out of the 
case ; but I hope she has no sister excel- 
lence^ .no niece, no cousin, to entangle our 
hero." 

" Ours r said Belinda. 

** Well, yoursy then," said lady Dela- 
cour. 

''Miner 

** Yes, yours : I never in my life saw a 
better struggle between a sigh and a smile.' 
But what have you done to poor sir Philip 
Baddely ?-7-My lord . Delacour told me — . 
you know all people yho have nothing else 
to s^yj tell news igj^ickc^r th^n others — rpy 
loijd I^Ucour tpJ4 ffie,^hat he js^w sjr Phif 
lip part from you this morning in a terrible 
bad humour .-*Come, whilst you tell your 
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Story, help me to string these pearls ; that 
will save you from the necessity of looldng 
at me, and will conceal your blushes-— 
You need not be afraid of betraying sir 
Philip's secrets ; for I could have told you 
long ago, that he would inevitably propose 
for you — ^the fact is nothing new or sur- 
prising to me, but I should really like 
to hear how ridiculous the man noade 
lumself/* 

•* And that," said Belinda, " is the only 
thing which I do not wish to tell yOur kdy- 
•hip." 

** Lord, my dear, surely it is no secret 
that sir PhiEp Baddely is ridiculous — ^but 
you are so good natured that I can*t be 
out of humour with you. — ^If you won't 
gratify my curiosity, will you gratify my 
taste, and sing for me once more that 
charming song which none but you can 
*^ing to please me — 1' must learn it from 
you absolutely." 

3fust as Belihdk Was beginning to sing, 
Marriott's macaw began to Scream, sb 
thatf lady Delafcbur could not hear any 
thing else. * • ' 


* ' S ' , I , . 


THE MACAW, $S9 

^ O, that odious macaw!'* cried her 
ladyship, " I can endure it no longer" — 
and^he rang her bell violently: — ^** It kept 
me from isleeping all last night — ^Marriott 
must give up this bird — • Marriott, I can- 
not endure that macaw — ^you must part 
with it for my sake, Marriott. — It cost 
you four guineas, I am sure I would give 
five with the greatest pleasure to get rid of 
it, for it is the torriient of my life,** 

** Dear my lady ! I can assure you it is 
only because they will not shut t^e doors 
after them below as I desire — ^I am cer. 
tain Mr. Champfort never shut a door 
after him in his life, nor never will if he 
was to live to the days of Methuselah.'' 
- " That is very little satisfaction to nur, 
Marriott,'* said lady Ddacour. 
• " And indeed, my lady, it is v^ry little 
satisfaction to me, to hear my macai^^ 
abused as it is every day of my life, for 
Mr. Champfort's fault/' 

*^But it cannot be Champfpft's fault 
that I haye ears." .t 

^ But if the doors were slivt, my lady, 
you wouldn't or couldn't hear — ^as Pll 
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prove immediately," said Marriott, and 
^e ran directly and shut, according to her 
own account, " eleven doors which were 
stark staring wide open." — •* Now, my 
lady, you can't hear a single syllable of the 


macaw." 


" No, but one of the deven doors will 
opien presently," said lady Delacour — 
*^ you will observe it is always more than 
ten to one against me." 

A door opened, and the macaw was 
heard to scream. 

^^ The macaw must go, Marriott, that 
is cartain," said her ladyship — firmly— 

" Then / must go, my lady,*' said 
- Marriott — angrily — ^' that is certain—for 
to part with my macaw is a thing I can- 
not do to please ani^ body."— Her eyes 
turned with indignation upon Belinda — 
,^ from association merely ; because the last 
time that she had been angry about her 
macaw, she had also been angry with 
miss Portman, whom she imagined to be 
the secret enemy of her favourite. 

^* To stay another week in the house 
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«fi[!er mj ^macaw's dlsc^td^.in disgrace, 
is a thing notiiing shall prevail upon me to 

r 

do.^*— She flung Q^t of the room in a furjr. 

*^ Good Heavens! am I reduced to 
thisi?'* saud lady Delacouf — ^*' She thinks 
that she has me in her power — ^No — I can 
die ^is4thout h^r — ^! have but a short time 
to live, I will not live a slave-r*let the 
woixiail beUray me if she will — ^follow her 
this moment, my dear — generous friend ! 
-~teU her never to come into this room 
again ~«take this pocketbook — pay her 
whatever is due to her in the first place^ 
and give her fifty guineas— observe ! — 
hot as a bribe, but as a reward." 

It was a delicate and difficult conunis- 
sion^-Beiinda found Marriott at jBrst inca- 
pable oi listening to reason^^^' I am sure 
there is nobody in the world* that would 
treat me ^nd my macaw in this manner, • 
except my lady 1^ cried she, ^' and some- 
body must have set her against me, for it 
is not natvnd to her — but since she can*t 
bear me about her any longer, 'tis time I 
dioald be gone/^ 

vot. I. R 


" The only thing of which lady Ddacoisr 
complained, was the noise of this macaw/' 
said Belinda ? " it was a pretty bird — ^how 
long have you had it ?'" 

*' Scarcely, a. month," said Marriott, 
sobbing. 

" And how long have yOu lived with 
your lady ? " 

" Six years !— And to part with her 
after all !— " 

** And for the sake of a macaw ! And 
at a time when your lady is so much in want 
of you, Marriott ! — You know she cannot 
live long, and she has much to suffer be* 
fore she dies, and if you leave her, and if 
in a fit of passion you betray the confidence 
^ she has placed in you, you will reproach 
yourgelf for it ever afterward,— This bird 
-^no, nor s|ll the birds in the world, will 
not be able to ^nsole you — for you are of * 
an a^ectionate disposition, I know^.and 
sincerely attached to your poor Jady/' *. 

^ That I am !-^4nd tdcfaetpay herk—.' 
O^ miss Portman, I would sooner cut -off i 
my hand than do it. — And I hav0 : boeB[« 
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tried more ihan my lady knows of, or you 
either (for Mr. Champfort, who is the 
greatest mischief-maker in the world, and 
is the cause, by not shutting the door, of 
all this dilemma^^-^-for now, ma'am, Fm 
convinced, by the tenderness of your 
faking, that* you are not the enemy to 
me I supposed — and I beg your pardon) 
but I was going to say that Mr. Champ* 
fort, who saw the fracas between my lord 
tod me, about the key and the door, the 
night of my lady's accident, has whispered 
it about at lady Singleton's and every 
where — ^Mrs. Luttridge's maid, ma^am, 
who is my cousin, has pestered me with 
so many questions and oflFers, from Mrs. 
Luttridge and Mrs. Freke, of any money, 
if I would only tell who was in the bou^ 
doir — ^and I have always answered, nos* 
body — ^and I defy them to get any thing 
out of me. — ^Betray my lady ! ' I'd soon« 
cut my tongue out this minute-r-^an she 
have such a base opinion ofnie,.orcan 
you, ma'am ?" • 

>' No, indeed, I am convinced; that you 

R 2 . 


are incapabkof betrdyingbev^Maniiokt;]]^ 
in all probfiibility after yttia hate left her— ^'' 

^ If my lady vohid kb nae keep my 
mzcdmj' inteiTfipted Marridttv ^^Isbbnld 
never think of leavini^ her.^' 

'< The maeaw she will vxAi sufiSsr lb ps^ 
Hiain ift the house-^and is it reasoaable 
that she should |— it de{»4ve8 her of sleep 
— it kept her awake three ham's tiu^ 
inorniiig.'' : » 

Marriott wi» b^fflpiticg trhcf histor|!^ cf 
Chamf»lort %i;d the doeta agaan^ butiiiusi 
PortmaiDr st<^ped her by pqat^^-^ . . 

^^ All this is i^t now^H—Hoiitr ffiuch is 
due to yoa> Mrs. Marriott ? lady Ddsi* 
eonr 2ias commissiioBed nve to pay yoa 
evff y thing that is due to yoiu" 

<« Due tonne !<M*Lord bless oie^ ma^ana 
— aniltogo?'* 

** Ccortaidy-^^it waa your own desire-^ 
it is e(msequ«iUly your hdjrs — she is per- 
fectly seatibfe of j^ur attachnrat €o ^et, 
wad of yotiff sinHuseB, but she cMinot suf- 
fer herself to be treated with disrespdcl"*— 
here site Sky guineas^ whkh sfai6 gives 
you as a reward fcfir your past fidelity — 
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not as a bribe to secure* your future secre- 
sy. — You are at liberty, she desires me 
to say, to tell her secret to the whole 
world, if you choose to do so." 

" O, miss Port man, take my macaw — 
do what you will with it^»^only make my 
peace with my lady," cried Marriott, 
clasping her hands, in an agony of grief — 
" here are the fifty guineas, ma'am, don't 
leave them with me — I will never be disre- 
spectful again— r-take ray macaw and all !^- 
No, I will carry it myself to my lady." 

Lady Delacour was surprised by the 
sudden entrance of Marriott, and her 
macaw, ^i he chain which hel4 the bird 
Marriott put into her ladyship's.hand with- 
out being able to say any thing more than 
— '*' Do what you please* my lady, with 
it— and with me." 

Pacified by this subriDission,lady Delacour 
granted Marriott's pardon, and she moi>t 
sincerely rejoiced at this reconciliation. 

The next day Belinda asked the dowa- 
ger lady Boucher, who was going to a 
bird fancier's, to take her with her, in hopes 
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that she might be able to meet wkh soms 
bird more musical than a macaw, to con- 
sole Marriott for the loss of her screamiog 
fayourite.--^aid7 £)daicour cornmiadoQcd 
mtss Portman to go^ to aajr prioe she 
pleased — "If I wereaUe» I would ac- 
company you myself 9 my dear» for poor 
l^/brriott's sake, though I would almost 
as soon go to the Augean stable." 

There was a bkdfuscier in H^h 
Holbora, who had bought several of the 
hundred and eighty beautiful bkda, which, 
as the newspapers of the day advertised^ 
had been " coilecked after great labour 9xtd 
ejqpense, by moos. Matten and Co. for 
the Republican Museum at Pari% dnd 
lately lailded out of the French brig Ur- 
selle, taken on her voyage from Q^ense 
to Brest, by his Majesty's sh^ Unicorn,'*^ 

When lady Boucher and Belludft ar» 
rived at this bird^ancier's, they is^ere long 
in doubt to which of the feathered beauties 
they should give the preference. Whilst 
the dowager was descanting upixi their 
varibus perfectioBs, a lady 2md thvee ch!l« 
dren came in i she immediately attracted 
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Bdinda's aEttdtitkm, by lier fismdss^ to Cla- 
rence Hervey's description of lady Anne 
PercivaL^^k was lady Antte, as lady Bou« 
cher^who was slightly acquainted vrith her, 
infonoed Belinda in a wliisfiet. 

The children were soon eagerly engaged 
loakrng at the birds. 

**Miss Portman/' said lady Boucher, 
^ as lady Delacour is so far firom well, and 
wi^es to have a bird that will not make 
any noise in the house, supfKxse you were 
10 bay for Mrs. Marriott this beautiful 
pair of green paroquets— or staiy — a gold- 
finch 1% not very noisyj and here is one that 
can play a thousand pretty tricks.*— Pray, 
sir, make it draw up water in it's Uttle 
biAcket for us." 

** O! mamma/' said one of i?he Iktkbbys, 
*^this is the very thing that is mentionedin 
Bewick's History of Birds. Pray look at 
this goldfinch Helena— now it is drawing^ 
up it's little bucket — ^but where is Mekna? 
— here's room for you, Hdena/* 

Whilst the little boys were looking at 
the goldfinch, Belinda felt somebody touch 
her geptly, — It was Helena Delacour. 
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*• Can I speak a few "words to you ?" said 
Helena. 

Belinda walked to the farthest edd of the 
shop with her. ^ 

^^ Is my mamma better ?'' ssud she, in a 
timid tone. ^^ I have some gold fish, which 
you know cannot make the least noise; 
may I send them to her? — I he^rd that 
lady call you miss Portman ; I believe you 
are the lady who wrote such a kind post- 
script to me in mamma's last letter — ^that is 
the reason I speak so freely to you now. 

— ^Perhaps you would write to tell me, if 
mamma will see me ; and lady Anne Perci- 
val would take me at any time, I am 
sure — but she goes to Oakly-park in a few 
days — ^I wish I might be with mamma, 

.whilst she is ill, I would not make the 
least noise. — But don't ask her if you think 
it will be troublesome — only let me send 
the goldfish.*' 

Belinda was touched by the mani^er ki 
which this affectionate little girl spoke to 

' her. She assured her that she wduld say 
all she wished to her mother, and sh» 
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b^gg^^Heleiii to S6fld diegoM fish'^hen^ 
^er she pkased. 

'^ Thei);' 61^ Hdteni^ «a iivin send tl^ 
as so(!m as Igohejiia---^ soon as f go back 
to lady AnnePerc^rd'te, I mean/ 

Bell&da^ i»b<E»n she had fimsfaed spe^- 
mg tt^ Heletta, h^aid the man, who was 
sho#hig the l^rds, hment that he had not 
a Hue iftacaw, M*fch h^ Anne j^icival 
was commissionedttypifocnirtt Ibr Mt& Mar^ 
gaireft Delacour^ 

'^ Red fruaciawsymf My, 1 hikve in abiii> 
dande; but \Kif(^«tiaa:eIy, aMu^ tnacaw I 
really have not, at ptesttifi nor hove I been 
dMie tb* get one, though I have mqfuired 
^mongsit ^1 tht bitdfencfee^ m to#nj ^and 
I went to the auction at fifctydon squate, 
on pur pose,'*but cottld not get birei'* '- 

Belinda i^i^uested bdy Bowher would 
tett het servaat^ to bring 4n the cage^ that 
contained Mai»tidtt^s feftie ittataw ; aind as 
soon as it was bttmght,i^'gavfe it to He- 
lena, and begged that she would carry it to 
her aunt Delacouf . 

** Lord, my dear miss Portman," said 
lady Boucher, drawing her aside, ^lam 
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afraid you mil get yourself into a scrape ; 
for lady Delacour is not upon speaking 
terms with this Mrs* Margaret Delacour; 
she Csamot endure her ; you know she is 
my lord Delaeour's^aunt.*' 

Belinda persisted in sending the macaw, 
for she was in hopes that these terrible fa-> 
mily quarrels might be no^ade up, if either 
party would cpn4escend tq sjhow any di&- 
position tO'Oblige the other. 

Lady Anne Percival understood mist 
Portman's civility as it was meant. 

This is a bird of good omen/' said she, 

it augurs &mily peace." 

'* I wish you would do me the favour, 
lady Boucher^ to introduce me to miss Port- 
,man/' continued lady A^^i^^ 

^* The very thing L wished!*' cried Hd|pna. 

A few minutes conversation passed after- 
wardupon different subj^qts^^d lady Anne 
Percival and Belinda parted with a mutual 
. desire to see more of each other, ^r 
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